
Macroinvertebrate volunteers conduct field work once in the two week
window. They wade a 300 foot reach of the stream to collect and preserve
macroinvertebrate specimens and make observations of the stream’s physical
characteristics. This procedure takes two to four hours, and SRWA staff provide
training and equipment to all volunteers.
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Spring Sampling Season is Around the Corner
Our volunteers have been collecting chemistry and macroinvertebrate data
since 2002 – that’s almost 25 years of data! Now we need volunteers to get into
local rivers and streams to collect macroinvertebrate specimens to add to this
historic dataset. Our spring field work sampling window is Sunday, May 3rd
through Sunday, May 17th. 

Volunteer, Mary Asbach,
sampling North Fish Creek.
Photo credit: Mary Asbach

Macroinvertebrates help tell the whole story. Because they spend every day of their lives, from a few
months to a few years, in the water, these organisms give us a peek into more long-term conditions. Each
macroinvertebrate has a unique tolerance to “stress” in the water. “Stress” can mean many things, from
pollution to warm temperatures to muddy or roiled water. The presence, abundance, and diversity of
macroinvertebrates in a stream tells us what the water quality must have been like over their lifetimes. 

Macroinvertebrate sampling is more like when the doctor takes a blood, saliva, or urine sample. They get a
better idea of what’s been going on inside your body over a longer period of time and what might be drivers
of their results based on what’s present or absent from the sample. With more macroinvertebrate data,
we’re able to gain confidence of what baseline conditions are like in the stream and what might be the
drivers of those conditions. Because of this, we call macro-invertebrates “biotic indicators”.

Our chemistry data gives us a snapshot of water quality at a monitoring site at a
given point in time, kind of like an annual doctor’s check-up; the doctor takes
your temperature and vitals to see what you look like on that day, but the
information doesn’t determine what your health has been all year long. So,
chemistry monitoring gives us many “check-ups” of the stream’s water quality.

Spring Training Dates
Virtual Training: Friday, May 1. 6-8 pm. Link available upon sign-up on website. 
Will will go over a powerpoint with the protocol and answer any questions. 

In-person Training: Saturday, May 2. 12-2 pm. Coaster Classroom, Whittelsey
Creek Wildlife Refuge area.
Will will go over protocol with a hands-on approach in Whittelsey Creek.

Only with enough long-term collection do we begin to see trends and patterns emerge in the data.

When our environment changes rapidly, it’s important to stay up-to-date on
these baseline conditions and impacts to water quality. Our water quality
indicators are crucial to doing that. 

We are so grateful to the volunteers who have collected macroinvertebrates
and built up our database over the past 24 years, and we hope you’ll join us in
this work this spring!

Stonefly found in the Montreal
River. Photo Credit: Katti Renik



While my very first macroinvertebrate collection was a frozen autumn, I still
hold a special place in my heart for spring sampling. I’ve passed stormy May
days huddled in a car picking bugs from a bucket. I’ve swatted mosquitoes
away while trying to stay in the shade during hot and humid weather. And
I’ve been thankful for sunny rays to help dry out swamped waders when the
air wasn’t quite warm enough to make it fun. I’ve made new friends, built
relationships, and shared these experiences with my loved ones. 
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The mission of the Superior
Rivers Watershed
Association is to promote
and protect clean water
resources in Wisconsin’s
Lake Superior Basin.

We envision a future where
community members are
stewards of their watershed.

Our work is guided by our
belief in and commitment
to:

Expanding scientific
understanding
Engaging community
members
Informed decision-
making
Collaborative efforts

We enact these through
our main programs:

Water Quality
Monitoring
Watershed Restoration
Education

Spring macroinvertebrate sampling is
always the most exciting part of our work.
It’s the first chance many of us have to get
out, explore, enjoy nature, and try to beat
the mosquitos. It’s also the time of year
we get the most new volunteers
discovering our organization. We love
seeing them form important connections
to the land and streams around them.

The Superior Rivers
Watershed Association
(formerly the Bad River
Watershed Association) is a
501(c)3 non-profit
organization based out of
Ashland, Wisconsin.
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Watch Streams of 2026

If you missed it this
year, it’s not too late to
get caught up. The
recording is available
online now at
www.superiorrivers.org/
streams-of-2026/

The first signs of spring at SRWA have
sprung. We are deep in the throes of
tabling at local events like the
Chequamegon Seed Fair and building
energy for the upcoming spring
macroinvertebrate field season. 

What better way to welcome spring? I hope you’ll join us.

In March, we hosted our third annual Streams of the Year. This
membership event includes a social and a presentation to review all the
work Superior Rivers is doing in the upcoming year.



Board of Directors

Staff

Officers
April Stone
President

Diane Daulton
Vice-President

Doug Lowthian
Treasurer

Rob Croll
Secretary

Members at Large
Abi Fergus
Brian Nowak-Thompson
Michele Carlile

Alex Faber
Executive Director

Will Kendall
Water Quality Coordinator

Kevin Brewster
Restoration Coordinator

Emma Holtan
Education Coordinator

Contact us!

PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806

715-682-2003
info@superiorrivers.org

www.superiorrivers.org

Spring Events:
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April 21: SOT: Tick-Talk: Why Deer Ticks are More than Just a Bite
6:30 pm, The Alley Restuarunt, Ashland
April’s speaker is Benjamin Clarke, PhD, from University of Minnesota, Duluth

April 23: Superior Rivers Student Watershed Summit
11-2, Northern Great Lakes Visitor’s Center
We’re working with local high schools to have a day of learning focused
on watersheds. Interested community members are welcome to join us
in the morning to view research posters and engage with student
research questions and in the afternoon to join activities like playing
games, fish printing, and a bioblitz.

May 1: Virtual Macroinvertebrate Training
6-8 pm, Virtual link will be sent upon sign-up.
Learn SRWA’s sampling protocol and why it matters via zoom. Great option for
folks who need a refresher or who live far away.

May 2: In-person Macroinvertebrate Training
12-2 pm, Coaster Classroom Whittlesey Creek Wildlife Refuge Area

Learn how to sample for macroinvertebrates using SRWA’s protocols in a stream
and why it matters.

April 28: Non-Profit Fair
1-6 pm, Northern Great Lakes Visitor’s Center
Come visit our table and meet other great local non-profits!

There’s so much happening this spring! Take a look at some of our and our
partners events you should check out! We hope you consider joining us.

May 3-17: Spring Macroinvertebrate Sampling
This is our spring sampling window. Volunteers must sample their stream or river
within this two week time frame. Sign up on our website!

May 2, 8 & 9: Beaver Hollow Tree Planting
Beaver Hollow
The Friends of the North Pikes Creek Wetlands are hosting multiple tree plantings
to address the Emerald Ash Borer insect infestation. They are looking for
volunteers to help. Sign up on their website: northpikescreek.org

May 16: SOT: Beaver vs. Trout: Casting Light on a Century-Old Controversy
6:30 pm, The Alley Restaurant, Ashland.
May’s talk comes from Katti Renik, Great Lakes Program Coordinator with Trout
Unlimited

May 6: Rivers2Lake applications due
rivers2lake.org
Applications for the 2026/2027 Rivers2Lake cohort are open! Rivers2Lake is a
educator professional development program focused on place-centered and
outdoor learning focused on the Lake Superior Watershed. More info online!



We launched our Adopt a Site program in 2024, and two years later it’s going strong. More than 70
volunteers monitor 37 sites in Wisconsin’s Lake Superior Basin, collecting monthly chemistry data and
twice-per-year macroinvertebrate samples. These volunteers log hundreds of hours to add to twenty years
of information about our waters.

Support Our Volunteers: Adopt a Site

Page 4

Beartrap Creek at Hegstrom Road - Patty and Jeff Zais
Boyd Creek at Highway 13 - Kelly Ross and Christopher Childs
Brickyard Creek at Upstream of Mouth - Brickyard Creek Condominium Association
Brunsweiler River at Headwaters - Dorothy Lagerroos
Brunsweiler River at Highway C - Mike Trieschmann
Deer Creek at Highway 13 - Mary Sue Waxler
Horseshoe Creek at Nicoletti Road - Sjana Schanning in Memory of Dennis Musil and Pat Sykes
Little Sioux River at Friendly Valley Road - Rob Croll
Marengo River at Four Corner Store Road - Jeff and Emily Blodgett
Marengo River at LCF North Unit (Lincoln Community Forest) - Kim Sturm
North Fish Creek at Highway 2 - Bob and Reba Rice
North Pikes Creek at NPC #5 (Star Route Road) - Mark and Shari Eggleson
Sioux River at Highway C - Sweet Fern Apothecary
Silver Creek at Delfield Road - Tracey Ledder
South Fish Creek at Colby Road - Deb Dryer and Jason Akl
Trout Brook at Highway C - Richard and Charlene Charboneau
West Branch Montreal at Center Drive - Jeff Machesky
West Branch Montreal at Highway 77 - Cathy Techtmann
White River at Pike River Road - Karen and David Saarinen

Each of these sites costs us about $500 per year to
maintain. We provide equipment, supplies, training,
management, manage the data, and we are
constantly trying to improve the Water Quality
Program. Donors can now ensure this work continues.

Over 70 volunteers monitor 37 sites across Wisconsin’s
Lake Superior Basin every year.

Thank You to Our Current Site Adopters
We can continue to monitor these sites because of the financial support of our incredible donors. Thank
you to our Site Adopters for supporting our volunteers and our work.

Adopt a Site Today
These sites are available
to adopt. Help us reach
our goal of 100% donation
support of our monitoring
work. Adopt a site today. 

Barr Creek at Perry Property
Bay City Creek at at Highway 13
Bay City Creek at SOEI Bridge
Billy Creek at Highway C
Bono Creek at Bjork Road
Bono Creek at Bono Cr at Highway 13
East Branch Montreal at Farmer's Market
East Branch Montreal at Oak Street
Four Mile Creek at Church Corner Rd.

Gehrman Creek at Highway 169
Marengo River at Altamont Road
Marengo River at Dryer Property
North Fish Creek at Old Highway 2
Onion River at Highway 13
Siskiwit River at Siskiwit Falls Road
Thompson Creek at Walking Path
Tyler Forks River at Will Road
Vaughn Creek at Curry Road

“Adopting a Site” means providing that financial
support. It ensures continued monitoring at the places
you love most. In a time when grants are fluctuating
and the funding landscape is changing, our
community continues to make the biggest difference.
And there’s no better way to stay connected to people,
land, and water than keeping this stewardship going.



Make It Last: Legacy Giving

Tax Advantages: Legacy giving often comes with
tax benefits, providing financial incentives that can
enhance the overall impact of your charitable
contributions.
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Watershed stewards like you play a pivotal role in shaping Lake Superior. You can ensure that your
enduring generosity continues to create positive change in Lake Superior’s watershed for generations to
come with legacy giving.

Types of Bequests
Specific Bequest: Designate a specific dollar amount or particular asset.
Percentage Bequest: Allocate a percentage of your estate.
Residual Bequest: Contribute the remainder of your estate after other bequests and expenses are
fulfilled.

Review Regularly: Periodically review and update your will to
ensure that it aligns with your current wishes and circumstances.

Benefits of Legacy Giving
Enduring Impact: Legacy giving ensures that your
support extends beyond your lifetime, leaving a lasting
impact on the waters you care about.

How a Bequest Works
A bequest is a gift made through your will or living trust,
specifying a portion of your estate to be donated to an organization or fund of your choosing after your
passing. Bequests offer flexibility, allowing you to designate a specific amount, percentage of your estate, or
even residual assets to support the causes you care about.

Things to Consider
Legal Counsel: Consult with legal professionals to ensure your will
accurately reflects your wishes and complies legal requirements. It
is also advisable to inform SRWA of your intentions.

Recognition: Consider whether you would like your bequest to be
recognized publicly.

Please keep in mind that this article was created for informational
purposes only and should not be viewed as tax advice or legal
opinion. Superior Rivers Watershed Association strongly
encourages those individuals interested in including SRWA in their
estate plans to discuss this provision with qualified legal and
financial advisors.

Looking forward: Successful Strategic Planning
Our staff and board recently wrapped up the last bit of our strategic planning process
for the next five years of the organization. We’re so grateful to Kellie Pederson with
Bayfield County UW Extension for facilitating our strategic planning process this time
around. Questions about and hopes for the organization guided us to a more clarified
vision for SRWA we all feel optimistic about. We’re already starting to implement
pieces of our plan! We look forward to navigating the next five years together.



Additional Donation? Total Donation

      Membership $40

      Adopt a Site $500
        __________________

Name(s):

Address: Phone:

City/State/Zip: Email:

Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership.

Use this form an mail to: 
Superior Rivers
PO Box 875 
Ashland, WI 54806

Keep donation
anonymous

Interested in
volunteering

Donate online at
www.superiorrivers.org/
support-superior-rivers/

or

Sign up for monthly
emails

Check out our site Storymap!

Engage with us and our work any day via the Chronolog

In collaboration with the Ashland Parks and Rec Department, we
manage a Chronlog on the bridge over Fish Creek Slough on the
walking path that connects Prentice Park to Maslowski Beach.
The Chronolog is an interface that allows community members
to participate and contribute to photo monitoring. It’s a nifty
way to monitor change over time at the location we’ll remove
cattails in late summer. To contribute, just stop, take a photo,
and send it in!

If you missed Streams of 2026 or haven’t visited our website recently, you likely haven’t seen our new
Storymap. The Storymap shows locations of all our water quality sampling sites, pictures, information
about  the environment and stream, and what types of monitoring we perform there.

If you have photos of sites, please send them to us! We are still filling out the Storymap and love any
additions from members and volunteers. 

http://www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/
http://www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/


Thank you Donors and Funders

The Velo Cafe, Diana and Kelly Randolph, David and Terri
Bahe, Dorothy Lagerroos, Nicholas McDonough, Carol
Eloranta, Mark and Pam Dryer, Iron County Land and Water
Conservation Dept, Oona Mitchell, Ricky and Valerie
Damstra, Ron Nemec, Carolyn Sneed, Mary Berube and
John Schrock, Karl Rohlich, John and Shelley Lamoreaux,
Edward and Linda Calhan, Jason and Sarah Holmes, Tracy
and Victoria Hames, Susan Hedman, Eric Sorensen and
Linda Zirngibl, Nathan Hauber, Ron Maki, Stephen Ballou,
Troy Provost, Drost Marengo Family Irrevocable Living Trust,
Mathew Horning and Monica Lee, John Simonson, Darlene
and Richard Charboneau, Kathy and David Allen, Philip
Sorensen, Kevin and Sjana Schanning, McNamara
Ciembronowicz Family, Jim and Ginny Pedersen, Fiorio
Wealth Advisors, Mary Jo Gingras, Chuck and Dolly Ledin,
Frank Koehn, Dave and Kate Ullman, Angie Vasser, Matt
and Sara Hudson, Robert Croll, Blake Gross, Sara Grande,
and all our anonymous donors.

Funders: NOAA Climate Resilience Regional Challenge
subaward from the Northwest Regional Planning
Commission, US Fish and Wildlife Coastal Program and
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Natural Resources
Foundation of Wisconsin’s Rare Plant Fund, Xcel Energy
Foundation, Boreal Waters Olson-Grafsgaard Fund,
Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers Pella Grant.

Thank you Volunteers

Caren Ackley, Mary Asbach, Dave Awtrey, David and Terri Bahe, Angela Benton, Johnson Bridgwater,
Michelle Carlile, Riley Clare, William Corlett, Robert Croll, Jean Crow, Rob Czypinski, Diane Daulton, Mark
Dryer, Mel Dunn, Shari and Mark Eggleson, Joan Elias, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, Carol Feyen, Ulf Gafvert,
Brickyard Creek Condominium Association, Cindy Glase, Jasper Glase, Megan Henson, Cyrus Hester, Clare
Hintz, Sally Horning, Mathew Horning, Tiffany Houle, Matt Hudson, John Ipsen and Kris Wegerson, Tony
Janisch, Mary Jo Gingras and Ashland County Land and Water Conservation Department, Jessica Joganic,
Ross Johanningsmeier, Rolland and Joyce Kiel, John Koller, Dorothy Lagerroos, Nancy Larson and Don
Behm, Josie Lawton, Diane Littel and Norton Thomas, Doug Lowthian, Elle Lozinski, Ellary Marano, Colleen
Matula, Nile Merton, Ryan Miracle, Jeffrey Muse, Emilia Nelson, Ron and Linda Nemec, Brian Nowak-
Thompson, Dave Olson, Davyd and Ann Pelsue, Tom Podlesny, Bruce Prentice, Kelly Quilici, Katti Renik,
Linda Rise, Bobbi Rongstad, William Route, Sjana Schanning, Debbie Schwantes, Laura Scotford-Fedora, Ed
Sindelar, Peggy Smith, April Stone, Christina Strom and John Dursi, Kimberly Sturm, Maija Sulerud, Naomi
Tillison and Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources Department, Natasha Trush  and Alex Wuethrich, Angie Vasser,
Deb Vemhoff, Thomas Erickson and Jane Weber, Bobbie Webster, Kris Wegerson, Dawn White, Kelsey and
Thomas Whiting.

Donors, new members, and renewed members since our
last newsletter: 
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Connecting People, Land, and Water

Macroinvertebrate Sampling Season
Sunday, May 3 – Sunday, May 17
We need volunteers to collect macroinvertebrates
from local streams and rivers. 

This is a one time, multi-hour volunteer commitment.
Samplers wade through a 300 foot stretch of a
stream, sample and perserve specimen, and make
observations of the physical characteristics of the
stream. Equipment and training provided.

Virtual Training: Friday, May 1, 6-8 pm
In-person Training: Saturday May 2, 12-2 pm
*Training required for new volunteers and once every
two years for recurring volunteers
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