
Winter 2025 Edition  

Beaver Pond vs Stream Temperature Study 
By Kathy Wendling, Friends of the North Pikes 
Creek Wetlands 
 
When the Friends of the North Pikes Creek 
Wetlands (FNPCW) organization learned that 
the Superior Rivers Watershed Association 
(SRWA) - then the Bad River Watershed 
Association - was expanding its water quality 
testing footprint, we welcomed the 
opportunity to monitor “our” river. North Pikes 
Creek is a Class I trout stream that begins in 
the Town of Russell on the Bayfield peninsula, 
joins Pikes Creek, and empties into Lake 
Superior’s Chequamegon Bay. Having been 
advised by local trout fishermen that North 
Pikes Creek/Pikes Creek was one of the last unsilted streams flowing into the Bay, we were 
curious to learn more about the health of this riverine system. 
 
We began water quality testing in July of 2016, testing at three sites in the upper watershed 
monthly throughout the year. A few years later, we added two additional testing sites – one 
located in the middle of the streams’ reach, and the other near the mouth. Our volunteer crew 
was now sampling water chemical 
properties and temperatures from the 
head of the six-mile-long stream to the 
mouth. 
 
We sampled monthly year-round, and 
noticed a distinct pattern in the water 
temperatures of the creek versus a large 
beaver pond. The beaver pond 
temperatures were warmer in the 
winter months, and cooler in the 
summer months, than the creek 
temperatures both above and below 
the pond. 
 
SRWA subsequently loaned us the use 
of their HOBO water temperature data 
loggers, which 

[Continued on Page 6] 



www.superiorrivers.org Page 2 

Thank you so much to our incredible 
community! On December 30th, I 
sent an email letting our 
membership know that we were 
$4,000 short of our fundraising goal 
for the year. In just two short days, 
we bridged that gap. When our 
SRWA membership rallies, it really 
rallies! Thank you for supporting our 
work and ensuring watershed 
stewardship continues in 
Wisconsin’s Lake Superior basin! 
 
I enjoy the time of reflection that the 
end of one year brings. Looking back 
at 2024, I am amazed at how our 
projects have changed, our team 
has grown, and our community has thrived. We added 6 monitoring sites in 
2024, started Science on Tap, and obtained two multi-year grant projects 
which help our partners, community, and water in so many ways. Our 2024 
Annual Report will come out in a few months, but until then, I want our 
membership to know that they were integral to making this happen. Thank 
you, again!  
 
I am very excited about the projects we have coming up in 2025. On page 4, 
you can read about the Fish Creek Slough project we’re working on 
through US Fish and Wildlife Service to remove 13 acres of invasive cattail 
and reseed with native plants, including manoomin. I’m particularly looking 
forward to diving into the community engagement aspect of the project, to 
connect the public with the land and water in Prentice Park and learn 
about how they engage with the Fish Creek Sloughs. No restoration project 
happens in a vacuum, and the work we do to positively impact the water 
and wildlife also impacts the people living, working, and playing around it. 
We are also just getting our feet wet (pun intended) in a four year project 
with a variety of partners to work on flood risk assessment in the White 
River, Montreal River, Fish Creek, and Nemadji River watersheds. We will be 
coming out with our next round of Watershed Report Cards this year, 
spearheaded by what will be a new Water Quality Coordinator. I can’t wait 
to get started on that project, and I can’t wait to work with a new team 
member! 
 
If you’re curious to learn more about the state of our streams and the work 
that we’re doing, I encourage you to join us at the Visitor Center on March 
7th for Streams of 2025. We’ll tell you about the projects we have coming 
up, where we’re monitoring our water quality, what we’re finding, and 
about the trajectory of our work. 

Message from the Executive Director Mission  
The mission of the 
Superior Rivers 
Watershed Association is 
to promote and protect 
clean water resources in 
Wisconsin's Lake 
Superior basin.  

 

Vision  
We envision a future 
where citizens are 
stewards of their 
watershed. 

 

Values  
Our work is guided by 
our belief in and 
commitment to: 

• Expanding Scientific 
Understanding 

• Engaging Citizens 

• Informed Decision-
making 

• Collaborative Efforts 

 

Programs 
We enact these through 
our main programs: 

• Water Quality 
Monitoring 

• Watershed 
Restoration 

• Education 
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Adopt a Site 

Our water quality monitoring program has been supporting volunteers collecting 
water quality data since 2002, but we can’t do this work without your help. Each 
monitoring site costs approximately $500 per year to maintain. When you adopt a 
site, you directly support the work of our organization and our volunteers. 
 
Why Support Water Quality Monitoring 
You can’t protect what you don’t know, and knowledge is power. Our organization 
is built upon proving tools and knowledge for our community to make informed 
decisions around protecting and promoting our streams and rivers. Our water 
quality program is vital for two major reasons: 

1. It builds a culture of watershed stewards through engaged volunteering 
2. It provides us long-term data on our local streams and rivers 

Unfortunately, even volunteer-based water quality monitoring is hard to support 
financially. Many grant programs want to fund something new or additional. But 
the value in water quality data is having years of sustained information so that 
changes can be seen over time. It is unsustainable to add new water quality sites 
every few years, and that experience necessitates dropping old ones quickly. Plus, 
our volunteers grow attached to the site they monitor. They are, after all, 
connecting people, land, and water. 
 
While we do acquire grants to support the program, most of our water quality 
monitoring relies on donations to continue this work and keep monitoring our 
rivers and streams. 
 
What Happens When You Adopt a Site 
Your $500 adoption donation directly supports a water quality site of your 
choosing for an entire calendar year! When you sign up, you can choose from the 
list of our current water quality 
sites so that you can support 
the rivers, streams, and land 
that matter to you most. 
 
Your adoption directly funds 
the supplies, equipment, and 
training time needed to 
support that site for the year. 
You will be credited on our 
digital map of our active water 
quality monitoring sites, on our 
physical map of active water 
quality monitoring sites in our 
office and at events, and you 
will receive an invite to our volunteer appreciation party in the early summer to 
meet all the folks doing the hard work. 
 
To adopt your site, visit www.superiorrivers.org/adopt-a-site  

Photo by Johnson Bridgewater 
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A Community Led Approach to Restoration 
The Fish Creek Slough is important to the Chequamegon Bay’s culture and ecology. Early records tell us 
that this was a gathering place for many people over the years due to its abundance of fish and wildlife. It 
is also a critical migration stopover site for shorebirds, waterfowl, and waterbirds, but extreme lake water 
levels and invasive cattails have largely eliminated this once-suitable and heavily-used habitat. The 
Superior Rivers Watershed Association is embarking on a project to remove invasive cattails and reseed 
native plants on 13 acres of the Fish Creek Slough near Prentice Park. We want to involve you, the 
community, through engagement activities, input sessions, field trips, and opportunities to steward the 

land and water that we all love.  
 
Why Remove Cattails? 
 
The species of cattail covering the 
slough is actually a non-local being, 
otherwise known as an invasive species. 
These cattails have taken over the 
wetland and are causing numerous 
problems, including:  
• Out-competing native plants that 
provide numerous ecosystem services 
• Eliminating important habitat for 
shorebirds, spawning fish, turtles, and 
other aquatic beings 
• Negatively impacting the wetland’s 
ability to filter out sediment, nutrients, 
and pollutants 
 
We will use a machine to cut cattails just 
below the water’s surface to ensure the 

least sediment disturbance. We will leave some cut cattails to provide habitat, while much will be removed 
by hand and composted. We will then reseed with native plant species, including manoomin (wild rice).  
 
Why Seed Manoomin? 
Manoomin (wild rice, Zizania palustris) seeds and vegetation are important food sources for wildlife and 
has been a nutritional staple for the Anishinaabe people for generations. Manoomin continues to provide 
important nutritional benefit as well as being the centerpiece of culturally important annual harvest 
activities. It is believed that the Fish Creek Slough was once an important manoomin harvesting site for 
the Anishinaabe. Seeding with manoomin is an important investment in returning the slough to its 
historical state, improving wildlife habitat, and restoring a traditional connection between our 
communities.  
 
What are the Wildlife Benefits? 
Removing a monoculture habitat such 
as one dominated by cattail has 
numerous benefits to wildlife. The 
improvement of the hemi-marsh 
habitat in the slough area is anticipated 
to improve the migratory stopover 
habitat and resting/roosting sites for 
Blue Wing Teal, Piping Plover, Red 
Knot, Marbled Godwit, Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
Black Tern, Common Tern, Forster’s 
Tern, Caspian Tern, and more.  

Plant Relatives and Communities Healing Fish Creek Slough 
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Project Goals 
• Increase community connection to the Fish Creek Slough 

• Improve overall habitat for the people, wildlife, and fish 

• Build climate resilience 

• Utilize Ganawenindiwag—Working with Plant Relatives to 
Heal and Protect Gichigami Shorelines to inform 
restoration work 



 
Project Timeline 

 
January 2025 – July 2025 
Join us on field trips through the sloughs, 
public input sessions, and other touch points 
to help us understand why this place matters 
to you, what your concerns are, and how you 
hope to help shape our cattail removal and 
replanting plan. 
 
August – November 2025 
We will conduct our first round of cattail 
removal, cutting just below the surface of the 
water with a machine, leaving some cattail on 
site, and composting the rest. After bird 
migration, we will seed with native plant 
species, including manoomin (wild rice). 
 
November 2025 – July 2026 
We continue community input and 
engagement to connect the public with 
Prentice Park, Fish Creek Sloughs, introduce 
the Ganawenindiwag, address concerns, and 
find mutual solutions as we plan for the 
second round of cattail removal. 
 
August 2026 – November 2026 
We will conduct the second round of invasive 
cattail removal and reseeding. 
 

Stay tuned for more information as the project 
develops. We look forward to engaging activities 
to learn about the project, learn about the Slough, 
the role of manoomin, and potential help with 
cattail removal! 
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We are so excited to announce our newest board member: Rob 
Croll!  
 
Rob comes to us after a long history of loving, protecting, and living 
with our plant, animal, and natural relatives. Many of our staff work 
alongside him on projects in the region, and we're thrilled to add 
him to our board.  
 
“The lands and waters around Lake Superior are my home, and 
where I kayak, fish, hunt, harvest wild rice, make maple syrup, 
recreate, and recharge. I have spent my entire professional life 
protecting and preserving water, fish, animals, plants, and humans. I 
wanted to be on the SRWA Board to support all of those things that 
support me.” 
 
If you see Rob, welcome him and thank him for his commitment! 

Welcome our newest board member: Rob Croll 



Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 
Use this form and mail to: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 
Donate online or become a monthly sustaining member at: 
www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/ 
 
□ $40 annual membership      □ $500 adopt a site 
Additional Gift:  □ $15      □$50      □ $100      □ $250      □500      □Other _______  
 
Total Donation: __________ 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ City/State/Zip ______________ 
 
Email ______________________________ Phone ____________________  

 
□ Check payable to Superior Rivers.  
□ Please keep my donation anonymous.  
□ I am also interested in being a volunteer. Page 6 

enabled us to collect accurate measurements of the creek and beaver pond temperatures daily for a year. 
We suffered a setback when some thoughtless person stole the logging instruments, which necessitated 
restarting the project anew the following year. We now have accurate data comparing the beaver pond 
and stream temperatures at North Pikes Creek for an entire year. The preliminary conclusions from our 
initial manual temperature readings were validated with the more precise year-round data obtained from 
the temperature data loggers. The water temperature in the beaver pond is significantly warmer in the 

winter months than the stream above or below the 
pond, and substantially cooler in the summer. This 
moderation of extreme temperature variations benefits a 
variety of ecosystem inhabitants – particularly the native 
brook trout. 
 
We want to thank SRWA for the 
loan of the equipment that allowed 
us to perform this study. And special 
thanks to Kevin Brewster, who 
prepared the loggers for 
deployment, and downloaded the 
data. 

Beaver Pond Con’t 

Thank You 2025 Volunteers 

Melis Arik, Dave Awtrey, Terri Bahe, Dave Bahe, George Beck, Richard Brick, Rachel Coughtry, Diane 
Daulton, Tom Doolittle, Mark Dryer, Pam Dryer, Jules Duerst, Mark and Shari Eggleson, Joan Elias, Alex 
Faber, Mike Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, Ulf Gafvert, Cindy Glase, Kathryn Grafsgaard, Megan Henson, 
Matt Horning, Sally Horning, Clare Hintz, Matt Hudson, John Ipsen, Ed and Teri Isaac, Mark and Chris 
James, Tony Janisch, Gary Johnson, Karin Kozie, Mike Kubisoak, Dorothy Lagaroos, Nancy Larson, Baz 
Lemen, Diane Little, Ariana London, Doug Lowthian, Elle Lozinski, River Macrum, Skye Malo, Ellary Marano, 
Colleen Matula, Jeff Musselman, Brian Nowak Thompson, Dave Olson, Ann Pelsue, Davyd Pelsue, Mark 
Peterson, Tom Pickkila, Tom Podlesny, Andy Pokrzywinski, Bruce Prentice, Troy Provost, Katrina 
Rasmussen, Nels Reep, Linda Rise, Bobbi Rongstad, Kelly Ross, Bill Route, Kathleen Russell, Sjana 
Schanning, Kurt Schmude, Debbie Schwantes, Talia Schwantes, Kaylee Schwantes, Laura Scottford-
Fedora, Roy Settgas, Craig Shanks, Peggy Smith, April Stone, Jessica Strand, Kim Sturm, Allissa Stutte, 
Maija Sulerud, Ana Tapsieva, Norton Thomas, Naomi Tillison, Bob Traczyk, Natasha Trush, Kip and Marya 
Tyler, Deb Vemhof, Jane Weber, Kris Wegerson, Dawn White, Alexander Wurthrich, Zakkary Zander. 

http://www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/


Donors, new members, and renewed 
members since our last newsletter: William 
Route and Karin Kozie, Thomas Erickson and 
Jane Weber, Roger and Sue Aiken, David 
Ullman, the McNamara Ciembronowicz Family, 
Solstice Outdoors, The Velo Café, Edmunds and 
Company Log Home Restorations LLC, Mary 
Sue Waxler, Apostle Islands Cruises, Kevin and 
Sjana Schanning, Tracey Ledder, Bob and 
Marcia Traczyk, Sarah Boles, Al Kirschbaum and 
Jess Grochowski, Julie Buckles and Charly Ray, 
Shannon Kreuser, Alex Maleze, Ana and Brian 
Tochterman, James Burtrum and Naomi 
Tillison, Karl Rohlich, Richard and Diane 
Ketring, Robert Croll, Jeran Delaine and Kevin 
Seefeldt, John Koller, Kyle Magyera, Matthew 
Schaut, Anna Stone Family, Kathleen Russell, 
Sara Hudson, Brickyard Creek Condominium 
Association, Jean Farrell, Donn and Ann 
Christensen, Richard Brick, Dara and Chris 
Unglaube, Earth Sense Landscaping, Edward 
and Linda Calhan, Sara Balbin and Gary 
Crandall, Jon Wheeler, Karl Faber, Craig Shanks 
and Elizabeth Lexau, Joseph J. Kravetz, Phillip 
Freeman and Wendy Stein, Carolyn Sneed, 
Mark and Kathy Wendling, Heart Graphics and 
Communications, Jack and Anne Helgeson, Jim 
and Mimi Crandall, Madelaine and David 
Rekemeyer, Wild Rivers Trout Unlimited, 
Heather Lee, Rose Spieler, Ulli Cords-Kastens, 
Michael McKenna and Lea Rolfson, Mike 
Trieschmann, Tana Turonie, Laura Bethany 
Thomas, Bob Durfey and Ann Barthelemy, 
Susan Nelson, Ken and Darlene Raspotnik , the 
Brew Family, Phil Norrgard, Allie Raven and Jim 
Ashley, Elise Holloway, Erin Burkett, Jen Banowitz, Kathi Kuehn, La Mer Riehle, Maija Sulerud, Peggy 
Fletcher, Sheree Peterson, Kip and Marya Tyler, Anne Wickman, Chris Collier, Hermit Creek Farm, Joy and 
Jim Perry, Timothy Koski, Angie Vasser, Carol Buelow, Clair Morud and Sheila Mitchell, Dale Jerome, David 
Weber, Ed and Teri Isaac, Robert Christie, Sandra Brue, James and Marge Faber, Cathy Zimmerman, Kristi 
Knudson, Andrea Pokrzywinski and Tom Doolittle, Sam Atkins and Eileen Kajiwara, Oona Mitchell, Jill 
Lorenz, Rolland and Joyce Kiel, David Henning, Nicole Watson, Rachel Isely, Fiorio Wealth Advisors, The 
Rise Family, Elizabeth Andre and Tim Pavlish, Amy Hartman, Janet Bewley and David Saetre, Richard and 
Valla Allen, Dr. Mark and Patricia Belknap, Vanguard Charitable, Xcel Energy Foundation, Robert Owen, Bill 
and Cindy Heart, Christina Strom and John Dursi, Lagerroos McNurlin Family, Sara and George Schultz, 
Colleen Matula, John and Shelley Lamoreaux, Anglers All, Cathy Techtmann, Darlene and Richard 
Charboneau, Kelly Ross and Christopher Childs, Kurt and Laurie Schmude, Paul Holtan, Stone House 
Weavers, Bobbi Rongstad and Tom Podlesny, Landis and Steven Spickerman, Laurence Wiland, Roy 
Settgas, Mark and Pam Dryer, Jason and Sarah Holmes, Blake Gross, Mark and Megan Perrine, Brewster 
Brown Family, Carol and Frank Sowl, Blue Water Realty, Deanna Erickson, Jo Holt, Ricky and Valerie 
Damstra, Diana and Kelly Randolph, and anonymous donors!  In Memory of Steve Baumgardner: 
Margaret Baumgardner 
 
Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation Four Cedars Fund, Freshwater Future, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) B-WET subaward from the Lake Superior National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, NOAA Climate Resilience Regional Challenge subaward from the Northwest Regional Planning 
Commission., US Fish and Wildlife Coastal Program and Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.  
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Thank you Donors and Funders 

Do you want to see your business here? Sign up as a sponsor for 2025! 
www.superiorrivers.org/business-sponsors/ 

http://www.superiorrivers.org/business-sponsors/


Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Winter 2025 Edition 

Connecting People, Land, and Water 

113 W Main Street 
PO Box 875 
Ashland, WI 54806 

You’re Invited: 

Streams of 2025 
 
Friday, March 7th 5:30pm—7pm 
Great Lakes Visitor Center, Ashland, WI 
 
Learn about the work we have coming up in 2025 and the state 
of our streams and rivers. 
 
More details and RSVP at www.superiorrivers.org/events  

https://www.superiorrivers.org/events/

