Annual Membership Gathering Recap

We had an outstanding annual membership gathering on Sunday, August 18th at the incredibly scenic
Saxon Harbor. Over fifty members, volunteers, donors, and community members attended our annual
celebration.

We are grateful to have had Cathy Techtmann, a talented educator with UW-Extension and a former
Board Member, present about the history of Saxon Harbor. Live acoustic music from Bailey Kroll and Liam
Delmain serenaded the windy lakeside venue.

Our silent auction, bucket raffle, and membership renewals brought in over $600 at this event. We also
hosted the highly anticipated drawing for the birchbark backpack raffle which raised over $2,000. The
lucky winner was Eric Castle from North Dakota. Congratulations, Eric!

We were honored to present the 2024 Karen Danielsen Outstanding Stewardship Award to Sjana
Schanning! Sjana has been a member of Superior Rivers and the Bad River Watershed Association since
2007. She served on the board of directors starting in 2012 and stepped up as president from 2013 to 2017,
overseeing the transition of a new executive director and increased staff, as well as the expansion of our
service area outside of the Bad River and subsequent renaming to the Superior Rivers Watershed
Association. She continues to serve as a committed Fundraising Committee member, implementing the
$One for the Water donation jar program in the region to earn us thousands of dollars of donations. In
addition, she has completed frequent water quality monitoring over the years and brought in many
members and volunteers. é

You’re Invited to our Open House

Thursday, November 21st from 4pm to 7pm

Come see our new office space! In August, we expanded our office space at 113 W Main Street to include
the storefront next to us. Join us on Thursday, November 21st from 4pm to 7pm for an open house. See
our new space, enjoy treats and refreshments, and help us with our new office wish list! We'll have
macroinvertebrate samples to help sort from our fall macroinvertebrate collection for those who wish to
help out and add some volunteer hours. 6



Mission

The mission of the
Superior Rivers
Watershed Association is
to promote and protect
clean water resources in
Wisconsin's Lake
Superior basin.

Vision

We envision a future
where citizens are
stewards of their
watershed.

Values

Our work is guided by
our belief in and
commitment to:

Expanding Scientific
Understanding

Engaging Citizens

Informed Decision-
making

Collaborative Efforts

Programs
We enact these through
our main programes:

e Water Quality
Monitoring

Watershed Action
Planning

Watershed
Restoration

Education and
Outreach

Message from the Executive Direc

Here's my honest message: | need your
help more than ever.

We are so lucky to be growing! With the
expanded office space, two multi-year
grants on the horizon for natural flood
management and community
engagement around invasive cattail
removal, and up to twenty eight water
quality monitoring sites, | have never
seen it so busy in my four years here. It's
exciting and intimidating at the same
time.

But all this momentum means we need
to maintain it. Growth must come with
sustainability, and to do that, | need your help.

1. Become a sustaining member. \We can now automatically renew your
membership annually or every single month. This monthly giving is so
crucial for us to have a sustainable income. If you usually give $100 a year,
consider raising that to $10 per month. Usually give $50 per year?
Consider $5 per month. You can even opt to cover our credit card
processing fees.

Give like your water depends on it. We need your support to continue
water quality monitoring, produce watershed report cards, support
educators with watershed teaching, and work with partners to conduct
assessments and restoration work. Grants are wonderful but simply don't
cover all of the work that we do. We need to raise $15,000 before the end
of the year. Help us make this goal! Every bit helps.

Ask your friends to become members. If you know someone who loves
Science on Tap, loves fishing, loves kayaking, supports watershed
education in schools, or values the cleanliness and beauty of Lake
Superior, tell them about Superior Rivers and what we do. Ask them to
check out our website and consider becoming a member.

Apply to our Board of Directors. You can help steer the organization,
provide continued support, and keep up to date with the latest
happenings by joining our board of directors. You'll be part of a team that
works with me to implement our programs, our fundraising, and
continue this great momentum. Have you been a volunteer or member
for years and have opinions about what we could do better? Did you
once serve on our board and have the itch to get more involved again?
Please apply! | want to work with you.

We are steering into a phase of momentum, growth, and opportunity, but
we can'’t do it without you. | can’t wait to tell you all about the projects we
have coming up at our Streams of 2025 presentation early in the new year.
Stay tuned, and until then... help us make a difference. Q
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Join the Board

We are recruiting new board members! What does this mean? Board members
serve as dedicated volunteers, support, and guidance for the organization’s
mission, vision, and values. Board members first and foremost have a fiduciary
responsibility to the organization to ensure it can follow its financial and values-
based ideals. In essence: board members guide the organization.

Why is it important serve on the board? “We are all so connected to water and
living in relationship with these watersheds,” says our Secretary, Allissa. “And
it's just so important to do whatever we can to care for these watersheds and

protect them.”

How can you join? Fill out our application for nomination on our website at
www.superiorrivers.org/board-of-directors. This application is like a mini-

resume and job application. Our Board of Directors reviews applications at
board meetings on the second Tuesday of every other month. How can you
ensure the best application? Most importantly: be a member of Superior
Rivers. Secondly, become familiar with the organization through volunteering
— join us for macroinvertebrate identification, join a committee, or share our
social media in your circle. Commitment shows continued commitment. é

Board of Directors Responsibilities

Term

Commit to a 3-year term, up to two consecutive terms, with an
estimated time commitment of 4-12 hours per month

Board Meeting
Attendance

Attend four to six board meetings annually (currently held every

other 2nd Tuesday at 6pm).

® Read all SRWA Correspondence

® Prepare for each meeting by reading and reviewing all reports
and materials

Organizational
Support

Understand the Superior Rivers mission, programs, and strategic

plan. Actively work to support organizational capacity to achieve it.

® Memorize the mission, vision, and values

® Understand Superior Rivers Programs and stay up to date on
Program updates, goals, and changes

® Serve as a mentor for oncoming Board Members

® Champion a project with the assistance of the Executive Director
or another committee member which enhances organizational
capacity

Committees
and Volunteering

Serve as a committed volunteer, committee member, and

representative of the organization.

® Serve on a committee for at least one year, acting as liaison with
the Board and committee

® Chair a committee if able

® Attend Superior Rivers sponsored events as able

Fundraising and
Giving

Support the long-term stability of Superior Rivers through financial

support.

® Annual monetary gift that is significant to the individual

® Continuously recruit new members

® Share Superior Rivers’ fundraising emails, social media, and
business cards within your networks
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Board of

Directors
Officers

April Stone
President

Diane Daulton
Vice-President

Doug Lowthian
Treasurer

Allissa Stutte
Secretary

Members-at-Large
Abi Fergus

UIf Gafvert
Bill Route

Staff
Alex Faber
Executive Director

Emma Holtan
Water Quality and
Education
Coordinator

Kevin Brewster
Restoration
Coordinator

Contact Us

PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806

715-682-2003
info@

superiorrivers.org
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Sponsor Spotlight: Big Lake Organics

Big Lake Organics is an outgrowth of Northland College’'s composting program initiated almost 30 years
ago. Over time, local demand for compost collection and finished compost products began to exceed
production. Northland alumni Todd Rothe and Jamie Tucker co-founded Big Lake Organics in 2021 to
address this demand, with the goal of diverting as much organic waste from landfilling as possible while
producing soil amendment products to encourage healthy soils and a cleaner environment. Big Lake
Organics offers residential and commercial organic waste pickup services, including fall leave collection
bins. They offer a range of compost products in bags or in bulk for soil amendment at scales ranging from
plant potting to garden, yard, and large-area applications. According to their website, as a result of
generating these products in the last year, Big Lake Organics has:

® Collected waste from 18 Ashland-area businesses and organizations
and numerous households

® Diverted 386,000 pounds of food waste
® Created 209,000 pounds of compost
® Avoided 263,252 pounds of CO2 being released

Big Lake Organics' business model and goals are very much in step
with national and global efforts to reduce waste volume and
greenhouse gas emissions. In the United States, approximately 25
million tons of food waste are composted annually, which significantly reduces the country's reliance on
landfills. According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), composting has the potential to
decrease landfill volume usage by up to 30%. Composting substantially reduces greenhouse gas
emissions. In an EPA study of 2019 national composting efforts, composting reduced greenhouse gas
emissions equivalent to removing 15 million cars from the roads.'

Beyond landfill capacity issues, soil fertility loss is a significant global issue due to overuse, water
mismanagement, pollution, erosion, desertification, and other causes. Application of composted organic
materials as a fertilizer can increase soil fertility by up to 25% over 5-10 years.?

Wider use of composted organic waste products can be complicated by the potential presence of various
contaminants, ranging from bacterial and viral pathogens, heavy metals, and persistent synthetic
compounds such as microplastics and related compounds. However, there are proven and emerging
methods for removing these contaminants. Pathogens such as E. coli and Salmonella can be virtually
eliminated by a process known as thermophilic composting, where the composting process occurs at
high temperatures (>1300 F). Short-wave ultraviolet light exposure-frequently used as a municipal
wastewater disinfection process-effectively eliminates viruses. Heavy metal removal can be accomplished
through ozonation and ultrasonic treatment processes. Ongoing studies show promising potential for
application of biologically-based processes to break down problematic microplastics and other synthetic
waste stream materials.® Big Lake Organics’ products are certified pathogen and heavy meatal-free by the

US Composting Council, and analysis results are readily available on
their website.

il In August, SRWA hosted a composting workshop that included a

™ fascinating tour of the Big Lake Organics facilities, followed by an in-
depth discussion of many aspects of the composting process, its local

and global potential to address environmental challenges, contaminant

challenges and solutions, and more. We're proud that Ashland is home

to Big Lake Organics innovative service and problem-solving enterprise.

Our roles and goals as organizations intersect in many ways, and we

= look forward to an ongoing partnership in facing local, regional, and

P e ==+ global environmental challenges that affect us all.

1. www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/composting

2. www.fao.org/about/meetings/soil-erosion-symposium/key-messages/en/

3. www.natureworksllc.com/about-natureworks/news/news-posts/newspost-hydrolysis-prevents-formation-of-persistent-pla-
microplastics-in-the-environment
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Exciting Work Ahead: The Next Few Years of Collaborative Projects

We are working on several multi-year, collaborative grant projects, focused on watershed restoration,
water quality monitoring, natural flood management, and community engagement. We plan to speak
more in depth about these upcoming projects in early 2025 during our Streams of 2025 membership
event, but we wanted to give our supporters a small overview of the incredible work being done right now.

Line 5 Water Quality Monitoring

Thanks to the James E Dutton Foundation and Freshwater Future, we are one year into a two-year project
to add six water quality monitoring sites along the proposed Enbridge Line 5 reroute and enhance our
water quality monitoring program to sustain this increased capacity. As of October 2024, we successfully
have all six new sites covered by chemistry volunteers who will monitor monthly for temperature, pH,
dissolved oxygen, turbidity, and chloride. Come this spring, we will be soliciting volunteers to sample for
macroinvertebrates. We are currently developing watershed report cards to provide our key water quality
data to our membership, volunteers, and community on a regular basis. Stay tuned for the results.

Accelerating Natural Flood Management in the Lake Superior Basin

The Northwest Regional Planning Commission, Wisconsin Wetlands Association, Trout Unlimited—Great
Lakes Program, Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, Lake Superior Estuarine Research
Reserve, Superior Watershed Partnership, the Land Conservency and ourselves received a highly
competitive National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration grant for $1.4 million to establish a unified
approach across the Lake Superior Basin to assess how the loss of headwater wetland storage and
floodplain connectivity contributes to flood risks and damages — and to identify and implement high-
impact nature-based opportunities to restore hydrology to increase climate resilience for rural
underserved and tribal communities across the region. This project continues work started by Wisconsin
Wetlands Association and Ashland County in the Marengo River Watershed, and we will be expanding
that work to the Montreal River, White River, Fish Creek, and Nemadji River Watersheds from 2024
through 2028.

Plant Relatives and Communities Healing Fish Creek Slough: A community Led Approach to
Restoration

The US Fish and Wildlife Coastal Program is funding a demonstration project to remove 13 acres of
invasive cattail in the Fish Creek Sloughs in Prentice Park and reseed with native species including
manoomin (wild ride). Superior Rivers is leading this three year project, heavily focused on community
engagement to tell the public about what we are doing, why we are doing it, learn their concerns, teach
them about this work, and pave the way for future cattail removal and native planting in the Sloughs. ¢

Join Us in the Lab for Macroinvertebrate Identification

\ SR Monday, November 18th from 6pm-8pm at Northland
A | @ College, Center for Science and the Environment, Lab 125.

We have 13 jars full of macroinvertebrates to sort into similar
types of creatures. For those who have a love of dichotomous
| keys, we'll have access to microscopes to begin identifying
these inverts down to the family level. Help us sort and
identify these aquatic bugs!

Not available on Monday the 18th? Help us sort some
samples at our Open House on Thursday, November 21st

I from 4pm to 7pm. More identification sessions are coming
later this winter. Stay tuned.

é
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Superior Rivers Fundraiser—just in time for the holidays

Show your love of Lake Superior and the Superior Rivers Watershed
Association with tea towels, baseball caps, and bumper stickers --
just in time for the holiday season!

Tea towels are designed and hand printed by Three Sisters Studio
in Cornucopia, WI. Caps and bumper stickers are embroidered and
printed by Heart Graphics and Communications. All proceeds
support the Superior Rivers Watershed Association's volunteer
water quality monitoring, watershed education, Science on Tap,
field trips and workshops, and more to promote and protect our
clean waters!

This is a pre-order fundraiser. Orders are expected to ship in the
week of December 2nd, at which time you will receive email
confirmation. Shipping is included in the overall price of the item. If
you want to opt for local pickup at our office at 113 Main Street W.
and help our donations go further, please select the option at
checkout, and we'll be in touch. Pre-orders for a Superior Rivers
merchandise fundraisers are nearly here! Help us meet our end of
year fundraising goals while also showing your support and love of
Lake Superior and Superior Rivers!

Pre-orders are open on Rally Up from November 1st through 10th
and will ship or be available for pickup in the office by December
2nd.

® Connecting People, Land, and Water
Tea Towels—$15 each

® Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Caps in grey or green—$30 each

® Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Bumper Stickers in three sizes—$5 each

Order yours November 1st through 10th at
superiorrivers.rallyup.com/
watershedwondersfundraiser. 6

Remembering Jeff Ehrhardt

§ One of our founding board members, Jeff Ehrhardt, recently passed

9 away on October 2nd, 2024. We want to acknowledge the profound

.| impact he made on the Bad River Watershed Association and Superior
| Rivers Watershed Association over the organization'’s lifetime.

Jeff helped found the Bad River Watershed Association and served on its
board from 2002 to 2006. He was instrumental on that original Board,
serving as an active member who cared deeply about water and the
initiative behind the association. He gave so much of his time to the
' organization and formed lasting friendships with board members and
B =29 | staff members alike. He was a kind and gentle soul, very knowledgeable,
4, - = W " | and easy to talk to. Jeff did a lot for the communities of Mellen and

f <. &Y Morse, both in the water and on the land. He and his wife Mardy
Jeff Ehrhardt installing a temperature ~ remained dedicated members for decades. He will be greatly missed. 6
logger with Matt Hudson in 2011.
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Return Your Gear!

We're doing a gear roundup! If you have a chemistry kit or macroinvertebrate gear that
you are no longer using or forgot to return, now is the time to bring it back! Our office is
open Tuesdays through Fridays from 9am to Tom. We are occasionally out for meetings,
so call ahead to make sure someone’s around: 715-682-2003. Q ks

Thank you Donors, Volunteers, and Funders BUSINESS SPONSORS

Donors, new members, and renewed members since
our last newsletter: Celia Duquette, William Route and
Karin Kozie, Ron Maki, Erin Burkett, Roger and Sue Aiken,
Mark and Kathy Wendling, Anne Wickman, Jeff and Mardy
Ehrhardt, Julia Waggoner, McNamara Ciembronowicz

( RIVER SPONSOR

Family, Amy Syverson Family, Jenise Swartley, Mike Fiorio CREEK SPONSORS

and Denise Ciebien, Dave Blouin, Alyssa Rosch, Bob i

Tammen, Delta Diner LLC, The Velo Café, Andrew and [ Wazer (%7 Brickyard Creek A
Jennifer Sauter Sargent, Joan Elias, Kimberlee Wright, "\ CHEQUAMEGON ENVIRONMENTAL ‘

Cady Plumbing and HVAC LLC, Roth Edwards, Tim Lo, -
Oksiuta, Adventure Club Brewing, Anglers All, Weston SPRING SPONSORS
Honkomp, Ned and Kathy Zuelsdorff, Ann Wendling, Chris sl [

Beloin, Blake Gross, Frank Koehn, James and Nancy rone flouse NeoreT® cuzguauoon (Amelg,  GRAPHICS
Hurley, Ricky and Valerie Damstra, Kyle Magyera, Jeff and i """g o@\e
Patty Zais, Karl Faber, Troy Provost, Melis Arik, Paul and \JJ-! '""""“”'”'*“‘N*"‘

Eart! nse

Mary Doskey, Jeff Olsen, Joseph Groshek and Sandra Sky, ooy o HER R mdmp.ng
Michael Scribner-O'Pray, Terry Brewer, Craig Shanks and L ' S
Elizabeth Lexau, Rod and Jean Smith, Dave and Penny
Barta, Denny and Carolyn Fafford-Smith, Jared Frandson,
Allie Raven and Jim Ashley, Anne Chartier, Arek Lucich,

C SONE FOR THE WATER SPONSORS )
Bailey Kroll, Bob Owens, Ed Sindelar, Joel Langholz, Joy J}th:‘i‘h‘:':':l*. @ : “ itk

and Jim Perry, Kevin and Sjana Schanning, Lily Palmer, DINER

Spinster Books, Sweet Fern Apothecary, Tommmy Lewis,
Tony and Jean Wallner, Beverley J Anich Trust, Solstice
Outdoors, James and Marge Faber, Jared West, Andrew & Carrie Okey, Kelly Ross, Thomas Erickson and
Jane Weber, Andrea Pokrzywinski and Tom Doolittle, David Ullman, and anonymous donors!

In Memory of Michael Machesky: Jared West, Dave and Penny Barta, Denny and Carolyn Fafford-Smith,
Rod and Jean Smith, Terry Brewer, Paul and Mary Doskey, James and Nancy Hurley, Ann Wendling

In Memory of Beverley Anich: Beverley J Anich Trust

In Memory of Pat Tammen: Bob Tammen

Volunteers: Melis Arik, Dave Awtrey, Terri Bahe, Dave Bahe, Jen Banowitz, George Beck, Kevin Brewster,
Richard Brick, Rachel Coughtry, Diane Daulton, Tom Doolittle, Mark Dryer, Pam Dryer, Jules Duerst, Mark
and Shari Eggleson, Joan Elias, Alex Faber, Mike Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, UIf Gafvert, Kathryn
Crafsgaard, Clare Hintz, Matt Hudson, John Ipsen, Ed and Teri Isaac, Mark and Chris James, Tony Janisch,
Gary Johnson, Karin Kozie, Dorothy Lagaroos, Nancy Larson, Baz Leman, Ariana London, Doug Lowthian,
Elouise Lozinski, Skye Malo, Ellary Marano, Colleen Matula, Jeff Musselman, Brian Nowak Thompson, Dave
Olson, Ann Pelsue, Davyd Pelsue, Mark Peterson, Tom Podlesny, Bruce Prentice, Troy Provost, Katrina
Rasmussen, Nels Reep, Linda Rise, Bobbi Rongstad, Bill Route, Sjana Schanning, Kurt Schmude, Debbie
Schwantes, Talia Schwantes, Kaylee Schwantes, Laura Scottford-Fedora, Mark Scottford, Roy Settgas, Craig
Shanks, Peggy Smith, April Stone, Kim Sturm, Allissa Stutte, Maija Sulerud, Ana Tapsieva, Bob Traczyk,
Natasha Trush, Kip and Marya Tyler, Deb Vemhof, Leah Walentosky, Jane Weber, Kris Wegerson, Kathy
Wendling, Mark Wendling, Dawn White, Alexander Wurthrich, Zakk Zander.

Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation Four Cedars Fund, James E Dutton Foundation,
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, Freshwater Future, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Association B-WET subaward from the Lake Superior National Estuarine Research Reserve, US Fish and
Wildlife Foundation Coastal Program.




113 W Main Street
PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806

Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Fall 2024 Edition

Birchbark Star Workshop

With April Stone
Saturday, November 30th

Instruction and materials provided at $10 per star.

Learn how to create a birch bark star step by step with
local artisan and weaver April Stone, owner of Stone House
Weavers. April will instruct through the process of creating
a star, all materials provided. Participants are welcome to
craft 1to 3 stars.

Morning workshop - 9am to 11:30am— space for 8
Afternoon workshop - 12:30pm to 3pm — space for 8

Register at www.superiorrivers.org/events
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