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A Look Back at 2023
What a year! We made so many milestones, broke some personal records, completed some huge projects,
and got a start on wonderful new things to come. Here's some highlights:

® \We finalized and re-certified the 10-year revision of the Marengo River Watershed 9-Key Element
Action Plan, which guides natural resource
professionals, local officials, and watershed
users to help protect and enhance the most
sediment-impaired watershed in our service
area.

® Our community rallied to reach a whopping
212 active members of the Superior Rivers
Watershed Association! Welcome to the 27
new members we added in the last two

months of 2023.
® \We hosted 5 field trips, including wildlife 5. ;
tracking with Abi Fergus (top left) and Slow »
the Flow with Kevin Brewster (top middle). . .‘!‘-’!R_s >

WATERSHED ASSO(IAﬁﬁ :
® A record breaking number of volunteers

participated in spring macroinvertebrate
sampling, with 30+ volunteers monitoring
20 stream sites in the Chequamegon Bay
region (middle left, middle right).

® Record breaking sampling meant that we
had over 25 samples of
macroinvertebrates to identify at monthly
ID sessions and with the help of local expert
Kurt Schmude at UW-Superior (bottom
right).

® We launched our Slow the Flow campaign with yard signs (top right) and stickers, encouraging best
practices for water quality by slowing the flow of water runoff on the landscape. Love your watershed,
plant trees, slow the flow!

® Emma Holtan accepted a position as Outreach Coordinator, joining forces with the Lake Superior
National Estuarine Research Reserve to work on a Rivers2lLake educator network (bottom left).

® \We hosted a rocking membership gathering with live music from Floydian Slip and granted our
annual volunteer award to Pam and Mark Dryer (bottom middle).

Streams of 2024
We have a great year of water quality monitoring, educational programming, restoration workshops, and
more lined up. We're excited to share the new directions we're going and involve

[Continued on Page 6]



Mission

The mission of the
Superior Rivers
Watershed Association is
to promote and protect
clean water resources in
Wisconsin's Lake
Superior basin.

Vision

We envision a future
where citizens are
stewards of their
watershed.

Values

Our work is guided by
our belief in and
commitment to:

Expanding Scientific
Understanding

Engaging Citizens

Informed Decision-
making

Collaborative Efforts

Programs
We enact these through
our main programes:

e Water Quality
Monitoring

Watershed Action
Planning

Watershed
Restoration

Education and
Outreach

www.superiorrivers.org

2024 is going to be an
incredible year. We ended 2023
on a strong note with our
community rallying to reach a
membership goal of 200
members. Well, we more than
surpassed it, topping out at 216!
I'd like to extend a warm
welcome to the 27 new
members we added in the last
two months of 2023.

This issue of Watershed Waves,
we took a step back to reflect
on who we are, what we
accomplished, and what we're
moving towards. We hope that
this information will help
ground our long-term
members and remind them of the work we're doing and the world we're all
trying to build, and that it will serve as a good introduction to all those new
members and returning faces.

But we recognize that community building is more than just the printed
word, and many of us learn better through participation, conversation, and
meaningful face to face connections. With this understanding, our desire to
revitalize and link our members, and new and exciting projects coming
soon we are hosting a membership event on Friday, 23rd at 5:30pm at the
Great Lakes Visitor Center called Streams of 2024. At this event, we'll get
to meet and greet one another, the staff will tell you about the great
projects we have coming up, and there will be plenty of time for questions,
answers, input, and discussion. We have a great year ahead of us with a lot
of new faces, and we'd love to have the opportunity to share our work with
you and learn about you as well. If you can't make the event, not to worry!
We plan to record the presentation to share with our membership and
partners.

Thank you to everybody who rallied to end 2023 on an incredibly high note
and set us up for success in 2024. I'm excited to share this journey with you
and can't wait to meet you all.

¢
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2024 Board Officers

Our Board of Directors elected officers for the 2024

year. Each officer position is elected each year, and

these individuals serve their Board term with extra

duties and responsibilities each year they are elected.
- We thank our dedicated outgoing officers and are
~ excited for the next year with our new officers!

e —— |

~ President: April Stone

8 April Stone returns as our President for a second year.
April served as a founding Board member from 2003
to 2007 and returned to the Board again in 2021.

Vice President: Diane Daulton replacing Abi Fergus
We thank Abi Fergus or their past year serving as Vice
President and supporting the President role. Abi
joined the board in 2022 and will continue to serve

y their term and support board development efforts.

,' Diane Daulton starts her second 3-year term on the
A Board. She has a strong presence in our community
i " and, as the author of the Water Column published in
Bottom Line News, always brings water to us through
b i words and creativity.

W Treasurer: Doug Lowthian replacing Bill Route
- Bill Route has served five years as Treasurer of
~ Superior Rivers, and we're deeply grateful for the
incredible work he's done. He will continue to serve
¥ the last year of his second 3-year term to support the
- Board, staff, and support the incoming Treasurer.

- Doug Lowthian joined the Board of Directors in the
! summer of 2023 with an excellent set of skills to put
to use supporting our organization. We're excited to
™ transition this important role to him.

Secretary: Allissa Stutte

Allissa Stutte returns as our Secretary for a fourth year
as she continues onto the last year of her second 3-
year term. We are excited to keep her on board
keeping our minutes and records for the
organization.

Are you interested in joining the Board of Directors?
These individuals help guide the organization, build
our capacity, and promote and protect our clean
water resources.

Visit www.superiorrivers.org/board-of-directors/ to learn more or apply. é
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Members-at-Large
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Science on Tap is Back!

by Diane Daulton

Starting in the new year, Superior Rivers has a surprising new twist on ways to connect people and the
landscape. If you're looking for some educational winter fun, you can once again hoist a locally brewed
craft beer or beverage of your choosing while donning your thinking cap to explore the world of science.
Started this January, the Deep Water Grille and South Shore Brewery will again resume hosting Science
on Tap at the Alley in partnership with Superior Rivers Watershed Association. SRWA is a natural fit to
facilitate these fun, fact filled presentations, as their work is also guided by a commitment to expanding
scientific understanding, engaging citizens, informed decision-making, and collaborative efforts.

SRWA Water Quality Monitoring and Education Coordinator, Emma Holtan says, “Science on Tap at the
Alley is back, YAY!" In fact, she will be leading the effort to offer interesting and informative science
programs to the public on the third Tuesday of every month. Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Executive Director Alex Faber is excited about resurrecting this beloved program locally. She noted, “This is
a great opportunity for the community to hear about regional and relevant science from scientists

just good company.” Presentations by experts
g in the field are free and open to the public
and last about 30-45 minutes followed by
Q&A period for continued discussion.

The 2024 Kkick-off was on Tuesday, January
16th, featuring local expert Dr. Tom Fitz,
Professor of Geoscience at Northland College
in Ashland, Wisconsin. It was a packed house,
and Fitz's easy-going, relatable style
connected the audience to the complex
science that has shaped our Northwoods
landscape. His presentation entitled, “Mineral
and Rock Composition of Glacial Deposits in
Ashland County, Wisconsin” entertained and
illuminated a great evening.

Mark your calendars! Science on Tap is the
third Tuesday of each month at the Alley
from 6:30 to 8pm. Upcoming speakers

Dr. Tom Fitz speaks to a packed house about his research. include Rob Croll, Hannah Panci, and
Melonee Montano of the Great Lakes Indian
Fish and Wildlife
Commission presenting “"Aanji-bimaadiziimagak o'ow aki (the world is changing)”
on February 20th. Aanji bimaadiziimagak o’ow aki, the second version of the
GLIFWC Vulnerability Assessment, is an attempt to weave together Traditional
and Scientific Ecological Knowledge to examine the climate change vulnerability
of a set of culturally important beings in the upper Midwest Ceded Territories.

Julie Van Stappen, Resource Stewardship Director with the National Park Service,
will present on March 19th.

To learn about SRWA's Science on Tap programs, visit www.superiorrivers.org/
science-on-tap/ or check out upcoming monthly events on SRWA's Facebook
page. Superior Rivers Watershed Association strives to capture the excitement
created when people from diverse backgrounds and ideals come together for a
common purpose. Our innate and important connection to water can bring about
a powerful sense of ownership and responsibility to care for the land and unites us
as a community.

WWwWWw.superiorrivers.org


https://www.superiorrivers.org/science-on-tap/
https://www.superiorrivers.org/science-on-tap/

Superior Rivers Thanks the Inland Sea Society
by UIf Gafvert

The Inland Sea Society (ISS) has presented a $5000 donation to SRWA!

ISS has been a non-profit 501(c)3 organization since 1990, with the mission of protecting Lake Superior and
promoting sustainable development, largely focused around the Bayfield Peninsula.

The Society was perhaps best known for organizing a sea kayak symposium as a way to invite people to
safely engage with the Lake, promote the recreation economy and gain appreciation for the Lake Superior
region. A tremendous amount of effort went into putting together the event, finding a location, speakers,
educators, training and safety staff, vendors, volunteers, and crafting the brochure. The symposium
generated funds for environmental work in the area including:

® Sjoux River Watershed Project primarily involved in monitoring water quality and streambank erosion

® Bird, frog, and macroinvertebrate surveys in several watersheds, often bringing in students from local
schools

® Developing a Lake Superior Water Trail segment, from City of Superior to Michigan border, including a
map showing public access points to the Lake

Bayview Park and Onion River Strategic Plan for the Town of Bayview
Membership organization with annual dues, quarterly newsletters to build awareness of ISS projects

Numerous other projects in collaboration with Northland College

Computer restoration and donation which provided free computer equipment to other organizations
inthe area

“The Society had a staffed office on
Stuntz Avenue in Ashland for a number
of years, and in fact, we provided space
for the fledgling Bad River Watershed
Association, which eventually became
the Superior Rivers Watershed

B Association,” says Ulf Gafvert, a long

{ time board member of ISS. But as with
many small nonprofits, covering
expenses proved challenging, and the
symposium drained the organization’s
capacity, creating a boom-and-bust
cycle. The massive effort to organize
the event led to eventual burnout, and
the last symposium was in 2010. ISS
continued working on the Water Trail,
doing an update and reprint of the
map in 2017 along with smaller projects
such as being a fiscal agent for the
Lake Superior Water Walkers.

So, ISS has finally closed its door,

k sharing the remaining funds with
submitted by Ulf Gafvert. SRWA and Friends of the Apostles.
These two organizations share missions
similar to those of ISS. On receiving the $5,000 grant, SRWA Executive Director Alex Faber, extended her
thanks to the Inland Sea Society and pledges to continue SRWA's own mission of planning, restoration,
and education to help protect the clean waters of Lake Superior. A perfect passing forward! §

The Inland Sea Society’s Sea Kayak Symposium in Washburn, WI. Photo
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Highlights Continued

you in our organization’s growth. We would like to invite you to join us on Friday, February 23rd from
5:30 to 7pm at the David R. Obey Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center for Streams of 2024. At this
social and presentation, we'll tell you about the year of programming we have coming up, the work we're
doing, and have plenty of time for questions, answers, and suggestions as we move into the new year
together. Refreshments will be served. All are welcome!

Here are just a few things we are excited about in 2024:

® Scienceon Tap

Adding 6 monitoring sites along the proposed Line 5 pipeline reroute

Field trip series

Restoration workshops

Rivers2Lake Alumni Network 6

Calendar of Events

We have a lot coming up! We hope you'll join us for one or many of our upcoming water quality,
education, or membership events. For more information, visit www.superiorrivers.org/events.

® Tuesday, February 20th—Science on Tap — Rob Croll, Hannah Panci, and Melonee Montano of
the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission presenting Aanji-bimaadiziimagak o'ow aki
(the world is changing)

Friday, February 23rd — Streams of 2024—membership and partner social and presentation

Tuesday, March 19th — Science on Tap — Julie Van Stappen, Resource Stewardship Director with
the National Park Service, presenting Marten on the Apostle Islands — What a Story!

Saturday, April 13th — Field Trip—History of the Lincoln Commmunity Forest Field Trip with the
Friends of the Lincoln Community Forest

Tuesday, April 16th — Science on Tap — Henry Quinlan, National Fish and Wildlife Service

Thursday, May 2nd — Volunteer Training — Online option for macroinvertebrate monitoring
training or refresher. Required for all macroinvertebrate monitoring volunteers.

Saturday, May 5th — Volunteer Training — In-person option for macroinvertebrate monitoring
training or refresher. Required for all macroinvertebrate monitoring volunteers.

e o e o o

Yes! | want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership.

Use this form and mail to: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, W1 54806
Or donate online at www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/

o $35 individual membership o $50 family membership o $250 business sponsorship
Additional Gift: o $15 ©0$50 ©0$100 ©$250 o500 oOther

Total Donation:
Name

Address City/State/Zip

Email Phone

o Check payable to Superior Rivers.
o Please keep my donation anonymous. Page 6
ol am also interested in being a volunteer.
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Thank you Donors, Volunteers, and Funders

Donors, new members, and renewed members since our last newsletter: David and Karen Saarinen,
Colleen Matula, Dawn White, Kurt and Laurie Schmude, Stone House Weavers, Bobbi Rongstad and Tom
Podlesny, Dale Jerome, Dorothy Lagerroos, Margaret Baumgardner, Anne Chartier, Lacey Hill Kastern, Clair
Morud and Sheila Mitchell, Dara Unglaube, Jill Jacoby, Book Across the Bay, Joseph Groshek and Sandra
Sky, Allie Raven and Jim Ashley, Mary Sue Waxler, Mike Trieschmann, Sheldon and Peggy Goldberg, Sara
Balbin and Gary Crandall, Art Techlow I, Blue Water Realty, Hermit Creek Farm, Christina Strom and John
Dursi, Helgeson Hudson Family, Linda Rise and Andy Noyes, Big Lake Organics, Jack and Anne Helgeson,
Julie VanStappen and John Olson, Andrea Pokrzywinski and Tom Doolittle, Richard Brick, Tana Turonie,
Jean Farrell, Rose Lawyer, Kristi Knudson, Sandra Brue, Phillip Freeman and Wendy Stein, Lynn and John
Cransee, Carol Eloranta, Landis and Steven Spickerman, Kevin Porter, Cathy Zimmerman, Seth Vasser, Bay
City Cycles, Blake Frost, Ellen Troeltzsch, Rachel Myslivy, Emily Macgillivray, Inland Sea Society, Jade
Livingston, AdventureUs, Melissa Powers, Jeff and Patty Zais, Cathy Techtmann, Jim Hagstrom, Leslie
Paynter, Sam Atkins and Eileen Kajiwara, Phyllis Lampson, Robert Selk, Jeff and Susan Dean, Joseph J.
Kravetz, Jeff and Emily Blodgett, Joy and Jim Perry, Richard and Valla Allen, Alfred Anderson, Philip
Sorensen, Chris Collier, Vivianne Hanke, Abi Fergus, Matt Meller, Tracy and Victoria Hames, Bob Adams,
William Route and Karin Kozie, Brian Clements, Scott Spoolman, Elizabeth Andre, Roy Settgas, Erin
Burkett, Amy Syverson, Darlene and Richard Charboneau, Derek and Kim Ogle, Robert Schlack, Diana and
Kelly Randolph, Mark and Pam Dryer, Edward and Linda Calhan, Susan Hedman, Mark and Megan Perrine,
Mark and Erica Peterson, Terry and Rhonda White, Matthew Theroux and Barbara Heget, Chequamegon
Food Co-op, Peter Olson, Nancy Leff and KC Lerner, Blake Gross, Rebecca McDowell, Eric Sorensen and
Linda Zirngibl, anonymous donors, and anonymous Facebook Fundraiser contributors!

Volunteers: Melis Arik, Sam Atkins, Dave
Awtrey, Terri Bahe, Dave Bahe, Jen

Banowitz, George Beck, Michael Blount, BUSINESS SPONSORS

Chris Blowers, Will Blowers, Kevin

Brewster, Mariana Brewster, Erin Burkett, ( RIVER SPONSOR )
Allie Carl, Michelle Carlile, Diane Daulton,

Suzanne Dillon, Tom Doolittle, Mark Dryer, t‘j

Pam Dryer, Jonas Eklund, Joan Elias, Alex

Faber, Mike Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike

Fetter, Ulf Gafvert, Clare Hintz, Eric Houle, DBAE,&?@I}E%

Matt Hudson, John Ipsen, Jessica Jacobson,

Spunki Janson, Riley Jay Clare, Diane CREEK SPONSORS

Ketring, Richard Ketring, Joyce Kiel, Roland

Kiel, Karin Kozie, Dorothy Lagaroos, Doug /%% Brickyard Creek
Lowthian, Skyeli Malo, Ellary Marano, Jeff -

Musselman, llia Nichols, Ann Pelsue, Davyd (illllQl':\»\ltl_((i)(:,:ltli\jl\‘;l\lﬁ({)NNlBN'I‘.\L
Pelsue, Axel Peterman, Kayla Priesler, SRR

Jason Reichel, Linda Rise, Bill Route, Kurt . 1 T .
Schmude, Sue Schreiner, Laura Scottford- SPRING SPONSORS

Fedora, John Simonson, Brandi Shapland, o .,
Owen Stamp, Abby Stasko, April Stone, \:"!St""e House Neavers. g3 M H)) NS
Kim Sturm, Allissa, Stutte, Maija Sulerud, il CHEQUAMEGON

Jenise Swartely, Bob Traczyk, Molly Vail, @ ~

Deb Vemhof, Leah Walentosky, Jane Compepron, S 1

Weber, Kris Wegerson, Kathy Wendling, /s@"“‘""”"’””"—‘m

Mark Wendling, Dawn White.

Funders: James E Dutton Foundation,

Natural Resources Foundation of (_SONE FOR THE WATER SPONSORS )

Wisconsin, Freshwater Future, National T 7*"‘,‘1“.
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association B- J""/“";"'i‘iii_'..i.\ "DINER
WET subaward from the Lake Superior —

National Estuarine Research Reserve.
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PO Box 875
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Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Winter 2024 Edition

Mark your calendar: Streams of 2024

Friday, February 23rd, 5:30pm—7pm.
David R. Obey Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center.

Join us as we share the jam packed year of water quality
monitoring, educational programming, and other
projects coming up in 2024. This will be a social event
with a short presentation and plenty of time for
guestions, answers, and suggestions. Help us explore
where we're headed and shape where we want to go.
Refreshments served.
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Connecting People, Land, and Water




