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Spring Macroinvertebrate Sampling is a Hit 

Our spring macroinvertebrate sampling was a resounding success! Between May 15th and 29th, 
35 volunteers waded into streams at 20 sites to sample for macroinvertebrates. These aquatic 
organisms will be sorted and identified — also by volunteers— at upcoming group sessions to 
determine the quality of the water in our streams (see page 5). 
 
Superior Rivers Watershed Association, formerly the Bad River Watershed Association, has been 
doing this volunteer water quality monitoring since 2002. Twice a year— once in the spring and 
once in the fall— our volunteers sample these aquatic invertebrates and identify them to help 
determine an HBI index of water quality in our region. Learn more at www.superiorrivers.org/
water-quality-monitoring-program. See our most recent data summaries at 
www.superiorrivers.org/winter-2023-watershed-waves-newsletter. Thank you, volunteers! 
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Spring really brings all of us to 
life. The sun starts shining, we 
emerge from our indoor 
hibernation, flowers start 
growing, and water starts 
flowing. 
 
This spring has certainly been 
eventful on all those fronts. 
The immense snowfall this 
winter melted what seemed 
like very late this season, 
showing us all the great 
effects of runoff in our 
watersheds. We launched a 
Slow the Flow campaign 
during this runoff, but the 
practical ways you can assist 
with slowing the flow are year-
round activities. I encourage you to check out our Landowner Toolbox to see 
what you can do on your property or around your yard. We have plenty of 
stickers and  yard signs to encourage folks to plant trees, build rain gardens, 
and love their watersheds — reach out if you’d like any of these free yard 
signs or stickers. 
 
Spring also comes with a flurry of fun activities. We’ve been hosting monthly 
field trips on Bay City Creek, which has been a fantastic way to get outdoors, 
learn something new from locals, and engage with this nearby and 
overlooked watershed. We anticipate continuing various field trips 
throughout the year, so stay tuned and reach out if you have a field trip idea 
you’d like to see or host! Our macroinvertebrate monitoring season also 
comes with a flood of activity and fun. Our macroinvertebrate identification 
sessions should resume soon with this influx of samples to get through. 
 
As we wrap the revision of the Marengo River Watershed Action Plan and 
look toward upcoming projects, I’m reminded of the great work our 
partners are doing and all the work we have yet to do to help our clean 
waters. Do you have monitoring work, information, activities, or restoration 
work you’d like to see us do? Please, tell us! You can reach out to me at 
alex@superiorrivers.org, or better yet, come speak with us at our annual 
membership gathering on Sunday, August 20th. We want to know what is 
important to our members, find out how you can get involved, and see how 
we can spread the word.  
 
We can’t do the work we do without your support. Whether that’s your 
passion, your volunteer hours, or the donations which help keep us running, 
we depend on you! So please, reach out. I want to connect you, our people, 
our land, and our water. 

Message from the Executive Director Mission  
The mission of the 
Superior Rivers 
Watershed Association is 
to promote and protect 
clean water resources in 
Wisconsin's Lake Superior 
basin.  

 

Vision  
We envision a future 
where citizens are 
stewards of their 
watershed. 

 

Values  
Our work is guided by our 
belief in and 
commitment to: 

• Expanding Scientific 
Understanding 

• Engaging Citizens 

• Informed Decision-
making 

• Collaborative Efforts 

 

Programs 
We enact these through 
our main programs: 

• Water Quality 
Monitoring 

• Watershed Action 
Planning 

• Watershed 
Restoration 

• Education and 
Outreach 

Photo by Fen Sego 
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It’s official: the US-Environmental Protection Agency has recertified the ten-year 
revision of the Marengo River Watershed Action Plan! Restoration projects in the 
watershed will continue to receive elevated funding priority, stakeholders will 
have an accessible document to turn to for updated information on hydrological 
and ecological issues and progress, completed and ongoing projects, and much 
more. This will be a dynamic document, subject to periodic updates as events 
move forward. 
 
As the original document made history as one of the first in Wisconsin, this 
revision makes history as the first plan of its type to be recertified for another 
decade of relevance and service to Wisconsin water resources and ecosystems. 
 
We again wish to thank our partner organizations: WDNR, Ashland and Bayfield 
County Land and Water Conservation Departments, Mashkiiziibii Natural 
Resources Department, Wisconsin Wetlands Association, Northland College-

Burke Center, US-
Forest Service, and 
many others for their 
input working on our 
editorial team or by 
sharing exciting new 
watershed science. 
And a very special 
thank-you to the 
Wisconsin Coastal 
Management 
Program and the 
Duluth Superior 
Community Fund for 
the financial support 
that made this 
possible.  

Marengo River Watershed Management Plan Re-Certified by US-EPA Board of 
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Superior Rivers and the Marengo Plan Featured Nationally 
Kevin Brewster, our Restoration Program Manager, worked with dozens of 
regional partners on natural flood management and decreasing flood risk in the 
Marengo River Watershed during the revision of the Marengo River Watershed 
Action Plan. Now this collaborative effort has been featured as a case study in a 
report from Georgetown Climate Center (GCC) and Headwaters Economics. This 
report highlights ways that local governments and stakeholders in the Midwest 
are working together towards solutions. 
 
Kevin presented and participated in the conversation with the researchers and 
other case study leaders on May 24th on a live webinar. You can read the paper 
or watch the recording at www.georgetownclimate.org/articles/decreasing-flood
-risk-in-the-midwest-report.html  

Photo by Fen Sego 
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Water runoff from roofs, asphalt, and even countryside snow-melt can carry pollutants and heavy 
sediment directly to Lake Superior. This year, we all experienced the unusually high amount of spring 
runoff due to record breaking snowfall and high temperatures in early April. The Montreal River in Iron 
County became dangerously high, while the USGS stream gauge on Government Rd, upstream of the 
Silver Creek confluence, recorded flows exceeding 2016 flood levels in mid-April. High flows were expected 
after the heavy late-season snowfalls experienced here, but it was noted by USGS staff that the Marengo 
flows were also proportionally higher than surrounding streams. There are a number of possible reasons 
for this, with more open land and higher presence of roads probably likely playing a significant role.  
 
There are many professionals in our region working to help slow the flow of runoff in our watersheds. 

Ashland Land and Water Conservation Department and 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association who recently undertook 
a natural flood management study and hazard mitigation 
plan, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources published a white paper on slow the flow 
activities started by the late Michele Wheeler.  
 
Our communities can make a difference too. Building rain 
gardens, installing rain barrels, and planting trees are easy 
and accessible ways to help reduce erosion and slow the 
flow of runoff from excess rain or snowmelt. Anybody can 
do them!  
 
Sharing this information is also key. We have free stickers, 
yard signs, and informational brochures at the Superior 
Rivers office at 113 Main Street for those who want to help 
spread the word about the importance of slowing the 
flow to love your watershed!  

Slow the Flow of Runoff 
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Read more about Slow the Flow and natural 
flood risk management: 
 
• Wisconsin Wetlands Association and 

Ashland County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan: 
www.wisconsinwetlands.org/updates/its-a-
wrap-outcomes-from-a-fema-funded-pilot-
project/ 

• Wisconsin DNR’s  Review and 
Recommendations for Slow  the Flow 
Practices in Wisconsin’s Lake Superior 
Basin:  https://dnr.wi.gov/water/
wsSWIMSDocument.ashx?
documentSeqNo=303339397 

• Superior Rivers’ Landowner Toolbox: 
www.superiorrivers.org/landowner-toolbox 

https://www.wisconsinwetlands.org/updates/its-a-wrap-outcomes-from-a-fema-funded-pilot-project/
https://www.wisconsinwetlands.org/updates/its-a-wrap-outcomes-from-a-fema-funded-pilot-project/
https://www.wisconsinwetlands.org/updates/its-a-wrap-outcomes-from-a-fema-funded-pilot-project/
https://dnr.wi.gov/water/wsSWIMSDocument.ashx?documentSeqNo=303339397
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Our 2022 Annual Report is published and 
available to read online! Some important 
highlights in this report: 

• Message from the President—April Stone 

• Message from the Executive Director 

• Organizational developments 

• 20 year milestone 

• New headquarters in 2022 

• Water Quality Monitoring Program  

• Marengo River Watershed Action Plan 

• Watershed Restoration Program 

• Education Program 

• National Wild and Scenic River Initiative 

• 2022 Karen Danielsen Outstanding 
Stewardship Award recipients — Bob Traczyk 
and Jess Musselman 

• 2022 Fiscal Year financial breakdown 

• Thank you to our partners, donors, 
volunteers, board members, funders, and 
community! 

 
Learn more about how our year went and how 
you made an impact at www.superiorrivers.org/
reports/ 

Spring 2023 Page 5 

2022 Annual Report Available 

Upcoming Events 
Field trips, macroinvertebrate sorting and identification sessions, annual membership gathering, tabling 
and fundraising events, and more! Visit www.superiorrivers.org/events to see more details, sign-ups, and 
future events with Superior Rivers! 
 
June  

Saturday the 24th @ 10am —Prentice Park/Fish Creek Field Trip—Aquatic Plants with Fen Sego 
 
 
July 

Thursday, July 6th @ 6pm — Group Macroinvertebrate Sorting Session @ Northland College 
Saturday, July 29th — Brownstone Block Party vendor table and Thompson Creek Field Trip TBD 
 

August 
Date TBD — Group Macroinvertebrate Identification Session 
Sunday, August 20th — Annual Membership Gathering @ Grand View Pavilion 
Date TBD — Bay City Creek Field Trip—Water Quality Monitoring with Emma Holtan 

 
September 
 Fall macroinvertebrate sampling  

https://www.superiorrivers.org/reports/
https://www.superiorrivers.org/reports/
http://www.superiorrivers.org/events


 
Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 
Use this form and mail to: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 
Or donate online at www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/   
 
□ $35 individual membership      □ $50 family membership      □ $250 business sponsorship 
Additional Gift:  □ $15      □$50      □ $100      □ $250      □500      □Other _______  
 
Total Donation: __________ 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ City/State/Zip ______________ 
 
Email ______________________________ Phone ____________________  
 
□ Check payable to Superior Rivers.  
□ Please keep my donation anonymous.  
□ I am also interested in being a volunteer. 
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Your donation makes a difference. Be a champion for the water! 
Did you know that in 2023, we expect to be 66% donation funded? Our water quality monitoring program 
is almost completely donation funded, and your donation makes a huge difference. We need your support 
to continue doing this work!  
 
What difference does your donation make? Take a look below! 

http://www.superiorrivers.org/support-superior-rivers/


Donors, new members, and renewed members since our last newsletter:  
Barb Tellier, Sean Vandervort, Nancy Larson, April Stone, Amazon Smile, Friends of the North Pikes Creek 
Wetlands, Network For Good, Bodin Fisheries, Mike Fetter, James and Ginny Pedersen, Iron County Land 
and Water Conservation Department, Diane Littel and Norton Thomas, Jill Jacoby, John Simonson, Ellie 
Williams & Kevin Schram, Melissa Kummerow, Chris Fries, Adventure Club Brewing, Northern State Bank, 
Kathy and David Allen, Ana & Brian Tochterman, Paypal Giving Fund, Jeran Delaine and Kevin Seefeldt, 
Kim Bro and Becky Brown, Carolyn Sneed, Grace Kilbane, Larry Hopkins, Teri Short, anonymous donors, 
and anonymous Facebook Fundraiser contributors!  
 
Donation from Grace Kilbane: in memory of Lucy Kilbane. 
 
Volunteers: Melis Arik, Dave Awtrey, Terri 
Bahe, Dave Bahe, Jen Banowitz, George 
Beck, Michael Blount, Chris Blowers, Will 
Blowers, Kevin Brewster, Erin Burkett, 
Allie Carl, Michelle Carlile, Diane Daulton, 
Tom Doolittle, Mark Dryer, Pam Dryer, 
Jonas Eklund, Joan Elias, Alex Faber, 
Mike Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, Ulf 
Gafvert, Clare Hintz, Eric Houle, Matt 
Hudson, John Ipsen, Jessica Jacobson, 
Spunki Janson, Riley Jay Clare, Diane 
Ketring, Richard Ketring, Joyce Kiel, 
Roland Kiel, Maijai Kristen, Dorothy 
Lagaroos, Skyeli Malo, Ellary Marano, Jeff 
Musselman, Ilia Nichols, Axel Peterman, 
Kayla Priesler, Jason Reichel, Linda Rise, 
Bill Route, Sue, Schreiner, Laura 
Scottford-Fedora, John Simonson, Owen 
Stamp, Abby Stasko, April Stone, Kim 
Sturm, Allissa, Stutte, Jenise Swartely, 
Bob Traczyk, Deb Vemhof, Leah 
Walentosky, Jane Weber, Wegerson, 
Kathy Wendling, Mark Wendling, Dawn 
White. 
 
 
Funders: Olson Grafsgaard Family Fund 
at Duluth Superior Area Community 
Foundation,  Wisconsin Coastal 
Management Program, and Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corporation.  
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T-Shirts and Bumper Stickers? Yes! 
We are planning our next t-shirt fundraiser featuring t-shirts from Hannah Fawver of Three Sister Studios 
and everybody’s favorite— the return of Superior Rivers Watershed Association bumper stickers! 
 
Keep an eye out for emails and social media posts in July for this fundraiser pre-order window! Sign up for 
emails at www.superiorrivers.org, follow us on Facebook and Instagram, or contact us directly at 
info@superiorrivers.org or 715-682-2003 to be notified when the pre-order fundraiser opens.  

Thank you Donors, Volunteers, and Funders 

http://www.superiorrivers.org
mailto:info@superiorrivers.org?subject=Notify%20Me%20About%20T-Shirt%20and%20Bumper%20Sticker%20Pre-Order


Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Spring 2023 Edition 

Connecting People, Land, and Water 

Save the date! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, August 20th at the Grand View Pavilion 
 

Members, volunteers, former members, friends, family, and community all invited. 

113 W Main Street 
PO Box 875 
Ashland, WI 54806 


