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The Newsletter of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Jeff Musselman and Bob Traczyk Receive the Karen Danielsen Outstanding Stewardship Award
At our Annual Membership Gathering and
20th Anniversary Party, Board President
Michelle Carlile and Executive Director Alex
Faber jointly awarded the Karen Danielsen
Outstanding Stewardship Award to Bob
Traczyk and Jeff Musselman. The award is
given each year to an outstanding volunteer
for the Superior Rivers Watershed Association.
Superior Rivers has a precedent for granting
the award to two individuals, especially when
they act as a monitoring team, and Bob and
Jeff have served as single and joint volunteers
for almost a decade!
Bob Traczyk and Jeff Musselman started water Bob Traczyk (center left) and Jeff Musselman (far right) receive a joint Karen
quality volunteering nine years ago. The two of Danielsen Oustanding Stewardship Award from President Michelle Carlile
them have monitored in the Bad, Potato, and (far left) and Executive Director Alex Faber (middle right).
Montreal watersheds. Bob covers for Jeff
when he goes south for the winter, and if the two are both around during the macroinvertebrate monitoring season
they are always partners. Emma Holtan, our Water Quality Monitoring Coordinator, says Bob and Jeff have been two of
the most consistent, communicative, and helpful volunteers, always giving her tips and tricks! Bob Traczyk is also an
active member and volunteer of Trout Unlimited. They both serve as outstanding stewards of our watersheds and
dedicated Superior Rivers volunteers. We are honored to count them as members, volunteers, and community
members. Thank you Bob, and Jeff!
The Karen Danielsen Outstanding Stewardship Award is given each year to an outstanding volunteer for the Superior
Rivers Watershed Association, formerly the Bad River Watershed Association. The award was created in honor of Karen
Danielsen, a founding board member and dedicated water quality sampler, who passed away in 2009. Karen served on
the Board of Directors from 2003 to 2008, serving as both President and Vice President during her tenure. Her
professional expertise as a forest ecologist helped the
Bad River Watershed Association establish itself as a
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From the Executive Director
Mission
The mission of the Superior
Rivers Watershed Association
is to promote and protect
clean water resources in
Wisconsin's Lake Superior

basin.

Vision
We envision a future where
citizens are stewards of their

watershed.

Values
Our work is guided by our
belief in and commitment to:

•
•
•
•

Expanding Scientific
Understanding

As we reach the final months of 2022, the peak flow has subsided. This stream returns to a
calmer state with a low water mark— time to breathe, reflect, and make a purposeful path
forward for when the waters raise again soon.

2021 Annual Report

Informed Decision-making

Did you see our 2021 Annual Report?

Collaborative Efforts

2021 was a year of expansion, that’s for sure! If
you haven’t seen it, check out our annual report
by visiting www.superiorrivers.org/reports/ to
see a summary of organizational developments,
messages from the president and executive
director, and updates from our water quality
monitoring, watershed action plan, and
education programs.

We enact these through our
main programs:

•
•

2022 has been an intense year of projects,
movement, deadlines, and accomplishment. We
wrapped a huge tree-planting grant from GLRI which
had been ongoing since 2017, hosted a Rivers2Lake
Education Mentor with the Lake Superior Reserve to
support alumni and educators in the Chequamegon
area, and tackled the Marengo River Watershed 9Key Element Action Plan 10-Year Revision. It’s been a lot! We have projects, grant proposals,
and partnerships in the works for 2023.

Engaging Citizens

Programs

•
•

I often feel that our work ebbs, flows, and shifts like
rivers do. Some months, we settle into slow progress,
letting the wind brush past and enjoying the current
as it goes along. Other months, the strength of the
current is intense and flashy and it’s all we can do to
keep the flow within the banks and hold on tight.

Water Quality Monitoring
Watershed Action
Planning
Watershed Restoration
Education and Outreach

www.superiorrivers.org

Thank you to the many photo contest
contributors whose photos are featured
throughout the report!
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SRWA Chosen to Receive $11,400 from the 100 Who Care
On October 17th, Alex Faber, Executive
Director of the Superior Rivers
Watershed Association, presented to
the 100 Who Care Ashland and Bayfield
Counties to tell them all about the
important work we do. And those 114
members voted to donate $100 each to
the Superior Rivers Watershed
Association!
This 100 Who Care chapter, hosted by
North Lakes Community Clinic, is the
23rd Alliance in Wisconsin. The alliances
are based on a simple concept of a
giving circle. One Hundred members
come together; pool their dollars; decide together where to give the money, and learn
collaboratively about their community’s needs. At the October event, four organizations presented
for five minutes, allowing members to learn more about their work and ask questions. After the
talks, paper ballots were distributed, votes were counted, and the Superior Rivers Watershed
Association won the majority vote.
We want to thank the 114 members of 100 Who Care Ashland and Bayfield Counties for voting to
support our work! The collective giving of 114 members donating $100 each is $11,400, which
makes a huge impact for us! If any readers are interested in becoming a 100 Who Care member or
want to learn more, visit https://nlccwi.org/give-2/100-who-care-ashland-and-bayfield-counties/.

At the encouragement of our Board of Directors, we would like to share the five-minute speech Alex
gave on October 17th:
————————————————————————————————————————————The Superior Rivers Watershed Association celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. In 2002, the
League of Women Voters of Ashland and Bayfield Counties were tasked with forming a watershed
council: stakeholders who would identify what our water quality was like in the region. We started
small– just the six rivers of the Bad River Watershed – and began empowering local residents to
collect water quality data– to fill a gap in regional scientific knowledge that is essential to
understanding and restoring streams and waterways. By 2015, we had grown in volunteers,
members, and staff enough to expand east to the Michigan border and west up the Chequamegon
Peninsula. We became the Superior Rivers Watershed Association.
Our mission is to promote and protect the clean water resources of Wisconsin’s Lake Superior Basin.
This includes the headwaters of local rivers and the lands where rain falls –all the way to where these
waters enter Lake Superior. We have four programs that address this mission: volunteer water
quality monitoring and data management, watershed action planning, restoration work, and
education. We are committed to expanding scientific understanding and informed decision making,
engaging the community, and collaborating with other organizations. We envision a future in which
community members are stewards of their watershed.
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But what does this future look like? It looks like 20 rigorously trained volunteers monitoring 17
different sites year-round for water quality parameters such as temperature, pH, turbidity, dissolved
oxygen, and chloride. All these data are kept in house and submitted to the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources where it is made publicly available. It looks like volunteers collecting aquatic
invertebrates – little bugs which are often fish food – from a dozen sites every spring and fall to
determine long-term watershed health. It looks like providing our local
teachers and students with eye opening educational experiences, including
~continued page 6
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Identifying and Assessing Flood Risk in the Watershed
By Kevin Brewster
The Marengo River Watershed is particularly at risk for flooding
because of historic reduction of runoff-slowing forest cover,
steep stream gradients, clay soils that shed runoff, and presence
of manmade structures such as road and field ditching networks.
A large number of tributaries flow into the Marengo River from
areas that have concentrated farming activities, open land, clay
soils, and an extensive road network. All of these factors result
in rapid movement of high volumes of water through the
watershed during heavy rain events and spring thaw.
In 2019, Ashland County, the Wisconsin Wetlands Association
and several other partner agencies launched a project called
Rebuilding Natural Infrastructure in Ashland County, aimed at
reducing damage to roads, culverts, and bridges by prioritizing
where restoring wetlands and their connection to stream
systems can reestablish the landscape’s capacity to store and
manage water. The project is funded by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and partner matching
contributions.

Culvert washout risk in the Marengo watershed.

such as culverts, Red represents highest risk, green the lowest.
undertaking
wetland restoration projects, closing unused ditch systems, and
much more. By improving stakeholder knowledge of flood risk
and opportunities to prevent them, this project allows:
•

Focus of restoration activities and resources on most floodprone areas
The project study has since gathered extensive data on erosion
•
Improved flood preparedness for residents and emergency
hazards in the Marengo River Watershed, and evaluated
response agencies
opportunities to restore stream, floodplain, and wetland
•
More responsible development planning that takes into
conditions upstream of vulnerable locations such as road/stream
account flood-prone areas and natural flood control
crossings.
potential of the landscape
One of the primary goals of the project was to better assess
Much of this exciting new data coming from this project and
flood risk by identifying key factors causing floods, and where
others has been incorporated into the recently-completed 10flood risk is highest by:
year revision of the Marengo River Watershed Management
Plan. When the new Plan is published in early 2023, readers will
• Identifying vulnerable public infrastructure and upstream
be able to access this information in greater detail and be guided
erosion hazards
to local responsible agencies, funding sources, and how best
• Identifying and prioritizing upper watershed wetland and
apply it to their communities.
floodplain restoration opportunities
•

Updating Ashland County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan to
include wetland and floodplain restoration strategies
• Using the inventory of vulnerable infrastructure to prioritize
and plan flood resilience into future transportation projects
Some of the more important risk factors that the project
identified are:
• Steep stream valley sides
• Steep stream channel gradient
• Lack of upland forest cover
• Flood and erosion enhancing soil associations
• Road and agricultural ditch systems
• Degraded natural stream floodplain flood buffering
These factors can be formulated into a risk score for a given
tributary watershed or section of highway for example, and give
local governments a heads-up on how to prevent future flooding
through building increased flood resilience into infrastructure

www.superiorrivers.org

Subscribe to the Marengo Riffles E-Newsletter
Interested in receiving updates about the Marengo River
Watershed Action Plan, conservation and water quality work on
the Marengo, and volunteer opportunities? Keep in the loop
with the Marengo Riffles E-newsletter! This bi-annual electronic
newsletter will hit inboxes every spring and fall, featuring
articles and updates from local nonprofits, organizations,
agencies, and individuals working in the Marengo River
Watershed. The first issue came out this past March — expect
the next one in your inbox soon!
Sign up to receive the Marengo Riffles e-newsletter or update
your current email subscription at: www.superiorrivers.org/themarengo-river-watershed-partnership-project/
Do you work on the Marengo and have content to contribute
for a future issue? Email info@superiorrivers.org
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Check-In from the Water Quality Program
Our volunteers have been water quality monitoring for twenty years, since
our founding in 2002! Our volunteer water quality monitoring program is our
flagship program, and with twenty years of water quality data— that’s a lot!
With recent donation funds from the 100 Who Care and guidance from our
Board of Directors’ strategic planning, Superior Rivers staff will be diving
headlong into building and improving our water quality monitoring, volunteer
support, community engagement, and water quality data and outreach.

Emma has been hard at work making a visual representation of the over 100
chemistry and physical water quality monitoring sites over the past twenty
years, and soon Kevin will lend his GIS mapping skills to assist in pairing this
information with stream maps in the region.
Superior Rivers is looking forward to a strong year of water quality data and
outreach in 2023. What should our members keep a look out for in the
coming months and year?
•

Water Quality Special Edition of the Watershed Waves newsletter in early
2023
• More volunteer macroinvertebrate identification sessions
• More chemistry and physical monitors — including increased training
sessions and quality control sessions
• Planning and revising for regularly published Watershed Report Cards
• Volunteer spotlights and appreciation events
We are excited for a vibrant year of citizen science, water quality data,
information, volunteer appreciation, and outreach. Stay tuned, sign up for our
e-mail lists, and get ready for more!
What would you like to see with our data? What would be most useful to you,
members and volunteers? Let us know: emma@superiorrivers.org

Attention Current Chemistry Volunteers: Quality Control
Quality Control sessions are coming up! Each year, our chemistry monitors
are required to undergo a quality control session to ensure that our
protocols are followed, all equipment is in good condition, reagents are
current, and that safety procedures are in place. This quality control is
integral to ensuring the validity of our data.
If you are a current chemistry volunteer, check your inbox for upcoming
quality control sessions! If you aren’t able to make one of the group sessions,
contact Emma at emma@superiorrivers.org to schedule an individual
session.

Do you have SRWA gear to return? Bring it to us!
Every year, we send dozens of volunteers out with chemistry kits, Dnets, waders, and other gear for water quality monitoring. Sometimes
all that gear doesn't quite make it back. We get it! Life is hectic! Do
you have any SRWA gear from your water quality monitoring over the
past months or years? Reach out! Approximate office hours: TuesdayFriday 9am—12:30pm
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100 Who Care Con’t
field trips and an educator mentorship program that creates future stewards.
It looks like 23 culvert upgrade projects that make road stream crossings more
resilient during floods and connect miles of trout and other cold water fish
habitat. And it looks like collaborating with partners to write and update a
Watershed Action Plan for the Marengo River that was certified by the
Environmental Protection Agency in 2013 and very recently we updated in a 10
-year revision. One way our conservation work has made a huge difference:
our data were used in the designation of outstanding and exceptional water
resources. Looking forward, Superior Rivers will continue these programs to
ensure that our local waterways are healthy and that our community knows
how they can make a difference too.
We’ve been doing this scientific work and creating informed stewards for 20
years. It’s a lot to do and a long legacy to live up to. So what difference would
$11,000 make? How would we use $11,000?
We currently have just three part-time staff. In 2022, our operating budget
was $91,000 – 12% of that to coordinate volunteer water quality monitoring,
23% for the Marengo River Watershed Action Plan, and 36% for watershed
education. But much of the Marengo Action Plan and our education work was
grant funded, and our water quality monitoring program – the core of what
we do – is almost entirely funded by donations.
$11,000 would make a huge difference – increasing our budget by over 10%.
$4,000 would expand the printing, distribution, and public outreach of the
Marengo River Watershed Action Plan 10-year revision, putting empowerment
and information into the hands of those who live and engage with the Marengo watershed. And with the remaining $7,000 we
could expand our water quality monitoring program by over 60%. We could support our water data management through staff
training opportunities, water quality monitoring program expansion, and community education. Just $250 buys us a new chemistry
kit. And with over 100 monitoring sites over the last 20 years, we have a lot of data to understand, interpret, and disseminate.
Living so close to the shores of Lake Superior, we all know that water is life. Superior Rivers has ebbed and flowed over the years.
We started small, we’ve grown and shifted, and our community of watershed stewards has evolved with us. We’re still small. But
we are connecting people, land, and water. We have a huge impact, and we’d like to make more.

Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership.
❑ $35 individual membership ❑ $50 family membership ❑ $250 business membership
Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add ❑ $15 ❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other _______
Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE).
We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable time, and many give both! To
celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more
per year.
❑ Please keep my donation anonymous.
❑ I am also interested in being a volunteer.

HOW TO JOIN: ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org/ support-superior-rivers/
USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806
Name _____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________
Email ___________________ Phone ___________

❑ Check payable to Superior Rivers.

Charge: ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____
(3-digit code on back)
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Donors, new members, and renewed members since our last newsletter:
Grace Kilbane, Bruce and Joleen Prentice, Sara and
George Schultz, Adventure Club Brewing, Kim Bro and Becky Brown, the McNamara Ciembronowicz Family, Jeff & Mardy Ehrhardt, Alex
Maleze, Bay City Cycles, Denise Scharlemann and Bob Cochrane, Jeff and Patty Zais, Mark and Kathy Wendling, Mike Fiorio and Denise
Ciebien, Joan Elias, Anne Wickman, Julia Waggoner, Paypal Giving Fund, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Allie Raven and
Jim Ashley, Brickyard Creek Condominium Association, Thomas Erickson and Jane Weber, Thomas Boman, Chrisopher Fries, Tracey
Ledder, Joseph Groshek and Sandra Sky, Ricky and Valerie Damstra, Jeff Olsen, Craig Shanks, Tony and Jean Wallner, Terry Daulton and
Jeff Wilson, Robert Schlack, Tommy Lewis, Bill & Cindy Heart, Frank Koehn, Kelly and Cal Westlund, Bob & Reba Rice, Laura Bethany
Thomas, Erin Burkett, Andrew and Carrie Okey, Sarah Goetz, Amy Hartman, Kent & Judy Goeckermann, Amazon Smile, Christian
Franken, Colleen Matula, Larry and Julie MacDonald, Cable Area Chamber of Commerce, Dale Kelm, Laura Green, Ruth Goetz, Rebecca
Crumb-Johnson, Pamela Hayes, Stephen Hinze and Margaret Donohue, Bill and Claudia Ferraro, Mary Jean Fenzke and Thomas Hinze,
Elizabeth Andre, Roger and Sue Aiken, Mark Filonowich, Barb Tellier, Allison Slavick, Wendy Moore, Thomas and Ellen Potterton, Duane
and Sandra Raspotnik, John and Sharon Stewart, Therese and Douglas White, Janet Ziegler, Kenneth and Ann Zivic, Colleen
O'Shaughnessy, Karen Novacheck, Lori Melberg, Howard and Patty Lehman, South Shore Lions Club, Teena Racheli, Mary Trettin and
Michael Miller, Ted and Tracy May, Karen Ruedi Crowell, Nancy Hanson, Rebecca Haefner, Katy Frederickson, Chequamegon Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship, Mark Bultmann and Jean Underwood, Jane Snilsberg, Madelaine and David Rekemeyer, Dianne and Dave Judd,
Connie and Michael Jackson, Carol and Frank Sowl, Debra Lippert, Jensch Family, Thomas Erickson and Jane Weber, Cynthia AbelKnapp,
Ann Bochler, Sarah Boles, Washburn Lions Club, Mathew Horning and Monica Lee, GL Pedersen, James Pedersen, Dean Rau and Sarah
Lund, William Corlett, Edward and Linda Brunner, Janelle and George Rydberg, Iron River Lions Club, Mary Berube and John Schrock, Jill
Lorenz, Elizabeth Seefeldt, Dave Olson and Kathryn Grafsgaard, John J and Jeanne Joseph, Mark and Pam Dryer, Peter and Carla
Bremner, Bob Durfey and Ann Barthelemy, Carol Fahrenkrog, Beta Bodin, Peter and Sarah Wasson, Elaine Zompolas, Colleen Trumper,
Kimberly Sturm, Jacob Geisler, Shari & Mark Eggleson, Kerri Trubachik, David and Katherine Beeksma, Sheila Urling, Sue Radtkeand Paul
Norris, Carrie Linder, Kelly Ross and Christopher Childs, Edward and Linda Calhan, Bill's Collision Center, Jason Terry, DawnRivard,
Kathryn Stolp and Alan Waite, Joan Elias, Ana & Brian Tochterman, Kristine and Fritz Grutzner, Network For Good, Craig Mealman, Janis
Briesmeister, Chequamegon Food Co-op, Marilyn Einspanier, Clair Morud and Sheila Mitchell, anonymous donors, and anonymous
Facebook Fundraiser contributors!
2022 Volunteers: Melis Arik, Terri Bahe, Dave Bahe,
George Beck, Chris Blowers, Kevin Brewster, Mariana
Brewster-Brown, Erin Burkett, Michelle Carlile, Dana
Churness, Andrew Colvin, Valerie Damstra, Diane
Daulton, Joan Elias, Jonas Elkhund, Alex Faber, Mike
Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, Luke Forehand, Ulf
Gafvert, Larry Hopkins, Matt Hudson, Alissa
Hulstrand, Tony Janisch, Joyce Kiel, Rolland Kiel,
Melanie Kniola, Karin Kozie, Louis Lozinski, Olin
Moriarty, Wylder Moriarty, Jeff Musselman, Emilia
Nelson, Phil Norrgard, Emily Nourse, Shae O’Brien,
Justin Olson, Axel Peterman, Mark Peterson, Max
Ramsey, Bill Route, David Saetre, Meghan SalmonTumas, Sjana Schanning, Kevin Schanning, Laura
Scottford-Fedora, Fen Sego, April Stone, Allissa
Stutte, Majia Sulerud, Jenise Swartely, Bob Traczyk,
Natasha Trush, Jane Weber, Kathy Wendling, Mark
Wendling, Dawn White, Zakk Zander
Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community
Foundation, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) SeaGrant, US Forest Service
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Wisconsin Coastal
Management Program, and Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation.
Page 7

Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Fall 2022 Edition

Stay tuned for our winter issue:
a water quality special edition!

Connecting People, Land, and Water

