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The Newsletter of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Celebrating 20 Years of Watershed Stewardship: The History of SRWA
By Joan Elias

The origins of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association began
small, as so many really good ideas do. In 2001, the League of
Women Voters of Ashland and Bayfield Counties (LWV-ABC) was
actively involved in comprehensive planning at the town and
county levels. The LWV-ABC “trends” committee met regularly to
discuss opportunities to push for protection of shorelands, water
quality, and other natural resources when the towns and
counties were developing their comprehensive land use plans. As
the plans were finalized, the LWV committee began to turn its
attention elsewhere.
Board of Directors and Staff in 2008
It was during this time of transition that Erv Soulier, head of Bad
River’s Natural Resource Department, attended one of the League’s committee meetings and suggested the formation
of a watershed council. He said that women, as ‘keepers of the water’, and the League of Women Voters in particular,
were the logical group to form such an organization. His timing couldn’t have been better.

The LWV-ABC then hosted several meetings with a diverse group of stakeholders in the region to discuss the need for a
watershed council in the Chequamegon Bay area. We thought the water quality of our rivers was generally pretty good,
but we didn’t really know. The rivers were known to be flashy – often flooding during spring run-off. Some rivers, like
the Marengo and Bear Trap Creek, carried heavy sediment loads. Plenty of anecdotal evidence existed, but data –
actual numbers--on the quality of the rivers of the region were sorely lacking.
The stakeholder group decided that a citizen-based watershed organization would be a valuable addition to the area.
But how large of an area could a new organization tackle? The Chequamegon Bay area? Too many rivers and too large
of an area for such a young, small group. The Marengo River? That was an option, but it flows directly into the Bad
River and everything happening to the Marengo River affects the Bad. So, how about the Bad River watershed? The
Bad River Band’s Natural Resource Department was already collecting water quality data on the Reservation. The
group decided our new organization could complement
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From the Executive Director
Mission
The mission of the Superior
Rivers Watershed Association
is to promote and protect
clean water resources in
Wisconsin's Lake Superior
basin.

Vision
We envision a future where
citizens are stewards of their
watershed.

Values
Our work is guided by our

I’m so grateful for the hard work the Board of
Directors and staff have put in during the first half of
2022. Not only did they commit hours and hours to
strategic planning meetings (facilitated by the
incredible Valerie Damstra), but at the same time
moved us to our new storefront office space. They
are already hard at work planning our annual
membership gathering and twentieth anniversary
celebration, Everyone for the Water, as well as
putting those strategic directions into achievable
actions.
I’m proud of the last 20 years of watershed
stewardship here, and I’m proud of the strong
foundations the Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers are working to put in place to make the
next 20 years informed, engaging, collaborative, and successful. We have a new office, new
faces, we are strengthening our programs, and positioning ourselves for the future. I, for one,
look forward to seeing and living that future of watershed stewardship.

belief in and commitment to:

•
•
•
•

Expanding Scientific
Understanding
Engaging Citizens
Informed Decision-making
Collaborative Efforts

Programs
We enact these through our
main programs:

•
•
•
•

Water Quality Monitoring
Watershed Action
Planning
Watershed Restoration
Education and Outreach

www.superiorrivers.org

History of SRWA Con’t
Bad River Watershed Association began officially in 2002.
Between 2002 and 2015, the BRWA grew in volunteers, members, and staff. We became a
respected organization, and our data were accepted into the State of Wisconsin’s water quality
database. Because we have a rigorous quality assurance plan and our volunteers are welltrained, our data have filled crucial gaps in knowledge throughout the region, especially during
the threat posed by the GTAC mine proposal in the Penokee Hills.
In 2015, we decided to expand our service area, bringing important subwatersheds, such as the
Sioux River and Pike’s Creek, into the fold. With our coverage now extending to the Montreal
River on the Michigan border and to the Bayfield Peninsula Southeast on the west, the Bad River
Watershed Association needed a new name. In 2017 the board of directors surveyed the
membership and after several meetings with board members and staff, we chose the inclusive
name of Superior Rivers Watershed Association.
We extend heartfelt thanks to the following people, who played crucial roles in the founding of
the organization: Karen Boerboon, Pat Boerboon, Karen Danielson, Ton Erickson, Jeff Ehrhardt,
Joan Elias, Bill Heart, Dorothy Lagaroos, Rose Lahti, Tracey Ledder, Ken Lindquist, Rae Ann
Maday, Jan Penn, George Mika, Terry Peters, April Stone, Laurence Wiland
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Strategic Directions for the Superior Rivers Watershed Association
In the winter and spring of 2022, the Board of Directors underwent the strategic planning process
for the first time since 2016. Thanks to the incredible volunteer leadership of former staff member
Valerie Damstra and many long, hard, thought-provoking hours from our board members and staff,
the Superior Rivers Watershed Association has identified strategic goals for the organization for the
next two years.
Our strategic directions reflect our commitment to our mission to promote and protect clean water
resources in Wisconsin’s Lake Superior Basin and our vision of a future where citizens are stewards
of their watersheds. Our work is guided by our belief in and commitment to expanding scientific
understanding, engaging citizens, informed decision-making, and collaborative efforts.
The core of our strategic planning goals lay in recognition that to accomplish our mission and
support our programs, Superior Rivers needs to be a viable organization with engaged and aware
audiences, collaborative and synergistic partnerships, interactive and accessible data, and a clear
organizational identity.
The Superior Rivers Watershed Association and Bad River Watershed Association has engaged the
community in watershed stewardship for 20 years. We look forward to positioning ourselves for a
successful 20 more.

Strategic Directions
The Board of Directors has identified these three strategic directions to support our water quality
monitoring program, restoration program, watershed action planning, and education and outreach.
Broaden Outreach with Community. Superior Rivers will engage the community in broadened
watershed stewardship by increasing engagement, communication, volunteer, and watershed
celebratory activities.
Strategies:

•
•
•
•

Diversify volunteer opportunities
Improve messaging and communications
Diversify public engagement options

Officers
Michelle Carlile
President
April Stone
Vice-President
Bill Route
Treasurer
Allissa Stutte
Secretary
Members-at-Large
Phil Norrgard
Erin Burkett
Diane Daulton
Abi Fergus

Staff
Alex Faber
Executive Director
Emma Holtan
Water Quality Program
Coordinator
Kevin Brewster
Restoration Manager

Celebrate successes

Enhance the Fundraising Strategy. Superior Rivers will develop a sustainable and viable fundraising
strategy in order to maintain and improve existing programs.
Strategies:

•
•

Board of Directors

Diversify fundraising opportunities
Develop a fundraising plan

Revitalize and Position Superior Rivers for the Future. Superior Rivers will build a sustainable,
viable foundation for administration and data management for consistency and longevity of the
organization.

Correspondence &
submissions may be sent
to:
Watershed Waves
PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806
715-682-2003
info@superiorrivers.org

Strategies:

•
•
•
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Improve internal operations/systems
Improve data management
Learn from other organizations
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Partners Collaborate to Update the Marengo River Watershed Nine Key Element Plan
By Abi Fergus
Since August 2021 partners with responsibilities toward the
Marengo River Watershed have been collaborating to update
the Marengo River Watershed Nine Key Element Plan ahead of
it’s expiration in 2023. These partners include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Ashland County
Bayfield County
Superior Rivers Watershed Association
University of Wisconsin Extension

Mashkiiziibii Natural Resources Department
Wisconsin Wetlands Association
Town of Lincoln
Nicolet National Forest
Northland College
Environmental Protection Agency

According to WDNR, nine key element plans entail a holistic
approach to improving water quality on a watershed scale
(https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Nonpoint/9keyElement). These
plans are reviewed and approved by the EPA and the nine keys
to be considered are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Identify the causes and sources
Estimate pollutant loading into the watershed and the
expected load reductions
Describe management measures that will achieve load
reductions and targeted critical areas
Estimate the amounts of technical and financial assistance
and the relevant authorities needed to implement the plan
Develop an information/education component
Develop a project schedule
Develop the interim, measurable milestones
Identify indicators to measure progress and make
adjustments
Develop a monitoring component

The WDNR captures the importance of this plan to the water
and habitat quality of the Bad River, which the Marengo feeds
into before ultimately leading into Lake Superior:
“Excess sedimentation is the most widespread nonpoint source
pollution challenge in Wisconsin’s Lake Superior Basin
(Fitzpatrick et al. 1999, Cahow & Fitzpatrick 2005, LSBPT 2007,
WDNR 2010j). Excess sedimentation affects Lake Superior Basin
streams by covering up important fish spawning areas for
species such as brook trout and lake sturgeon and by altering
stream hydrologic function that contributes to habitat

www.superiorrivers.org

Exploring the Marengo. Photo by Lacey Hill-Kastern

degradation and makes streams less able to buffer effects from
extreme flood events. The Marengo River is thought to be the
largest contributor of sediment to the Bad River, with current
estimates suggesting more than a third of the annual suspended
sediment load from the Bad River (~64,000 tons) comes from
the Marengo River (Fitzpatrick 2010). The Bad River is the largest
contributor of sediment to Lake Superior along the United States
shoreline. While sediment pollution receives much attention,
other challenges such as livestock and human waste
management and land fragmentation and conversion affect both
aquatic and terrestrial habitats in the Marengo River Watershed.
“The cause of much of the sediment affecting the health of the
Marengo River (and other watersheds of Wisconsin’s Lake
Superior Basin) can be traced back to extensive logging and
farming activities around the turn of the 20th Century. This large
-scale land cover conversion caused streams to become
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unstable, overloaded them with sediment, and reduced the
quality of habitat for aquatic species such as trout and sturgeon.
These impacts on the Marengo River Watershed are still being
felt today. While they are part of a natural watershed response
to disturbance, in many cases, they are being exacerbated by
current human activity. This slows the pace of watershed
recovery and limits the ability of watershed ecosystems to be
resilient to future changes such as those from climate change
and the potential for large-scale iron mining in the east-central
portion of the watershed” (https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
Nonpoint/9keyElement/planMap.html).
Thus far some of the elements in the plan update seek to effect
this driving issue of sedimentation. The new plan will include a
section on the potential for anaerobic digestion to be employed
Marengo River Christmas 2020. Photo by Ellie Williams.
for the reduction of nutrient loading into waterways as a result
of the increasing agricultural landscape use in the watershed.
The plan update will also include a section on navigating shared goals including water stewardship and carnivore coexistence with
farmers so that the burdens and rewards of that work are shared equitably.
The draft is expected to be completed in August of 2022 with a short period for review before submission to the EPA for approval
before the current plan’s expiration in February 2023. Visit www.superiorrivers.org/the-marengo-river-watershed-partnershipproject for more information and to sign up for the Marengo Riffles e-newsletter.

Prioritized Target Objectives for the Marengo River Watershed
We asked our partners and the general public for input on the target objectives for improving and protecting the Marengo River
Watershed. Our next 10 years of Watershed Action Plan will be guided by this order of priority for our target objectives:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Slow the Flow of Runoff
Reduce Bluff/Stream Bank Erosion
Reduce Sediment Contributions from Roads, Trails, and All Waterway Crossings
Improve Manure Storage and Nutrient Management
Identify, Restore, and Improve Priority Aquatic and Terrestrial Habitats
Restore Floodplain Connectivity
Inventory and Manage Non-Local Beings/Invasive Species
Evaluate the Extent of Nutrient and Pathogen Concerns
Increase Forested Land Cover
Increase Public Participation in Watershed Stewardship
Map Groundwater Flow, Quantity, and Recharge Areas
Increase Public Outreach Regarding Water Quality, Watershed Health, and Stewardship
Secure Land Protection via Conservation Easements, Land Acquisition, and Special Designation
Inventory, Replace, and Maintain Private On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems
Inventory and Remediate Existing Brownfield Sites and Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUSTs)
Increase Stream Channel Roughness
Strengthen Local Zoning Ordinances
Monitor Groundwater Quality via Private Well Testing
Use Market-Driven Solutions to Conserve Agricultural and Forest Land
Resolve Conflicts Related to Wildlife Management
Coordinate More Opportunities for Household Hazardous Waste Disposal
Identify and Close Abandoned Wells
Improve Recreational Opportunities for All Types of Users
Create Surveys and Documentation of Historic Cultural and Natural Resources

Our partner organizations performing restoration, protection, and water quality work on the Marengo River Watershed are
developing actions to implement over the next ten years to achieve these target objectives.
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Spring Macroinvertebrate Sampling is a Success!
Our volunteers sample for macroinvertebrates in our service area twice a year: once in
the spring and once in the fall. This year, thanks to our incredible volunteers, we were
able to collect data on 15 different streams across our service area!
After we take macroinvertebrate samples from our data sites, we bring the samples
back to the office for identification. Once again, our volunteers pulled together to help
sort and identify macroinvertebrates so that our experts can further identify the
samples and we can get an HBI score to identify the water quality of the sites.
If you want to explore your watershed this autumn, join us for macroinvertebrate
sampling in September! Sampling consists of a two-hour training session followed by
independent exploration into your assigned stream site to sample macroinvertebrates
(aquatic bugs) which takes approximately 4 hours. This is then followed up with
identification of the critters taken from the stream. All are welcome to participate in
any portion of the sampling process: you do not need to sample to help identify, and
you do not need to identify to help sample. Lend a hand where you can, and have an
adventure in your stream while learning about water quality and the ecosystem in
your streams!
Special thanks to Emma Holtan, our new Water Quality Monitoring Program
Coordinator for running her first sampling season like a pro! Also a huge thank you to
the Washburn High School Ecology Club and Northland College’s Regional Climate
Change Solutions class for getting involved with our sampling!

Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership.
❑ $35 individual membership ❑ $50 family membership ❑ $250 business membership
Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add ❑ $15 ❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other _______
Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE).
We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable time, and many give both! To
celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more
per year.

❑ Please keep my donation anonymous.
❑ I am also interested in being a volunteer.
HOW TO JOIN: ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org/ support-superior-rivers/
USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806
Name _____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________
Email ___________________ Phone ___________ ❑ Check payable to Superior Rivers.

Charge: ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____
(3-digit code on back)
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Everyone for the Water: Celebrating 20 Years of Watershed Stewardship
August 27th, 2022 · 4pm—6:30pm
South Shore Brewery Tap House in Washburn
We invite our members, volunteers, past members, friends, family, interested individuals, and the community to join
us for our 20th anniversary celebration and annual membership gathering: Everyone for the Water.
Come celebrate our water and twenty years of our community learning about its watershed, watershed health, and
watershed stewardship. A ticket for a free drink will be provided for each current, renewing, or new member. Check-in
when you arrive to receive!
Bring a dish. Bring a friend. Bring your memories.
Contribute financially if you can.
Celebrate your stewardship.
Support your waters.
RSVP encouraged. RSVP at https://forms.gle/1zXudqukB5hkEgDi6
Read the EPA’s response to the Line 5 Environmental Impact Statement, shared in a recent WPR article:
www.wpr.org/enbridge-line-5-northern-wisconsin-evironmentalist-review-epa-dnr-recommendations

Donors, new members, and renewed members
since our last newsletter: Naomi Tillison, Brian and
Ana Tochterman, Mark and Shari Eggleson,
Christine Lindsey, Keith and Laura Carlson, Fiorio
Wealth Advisors, Larry Hopkins, Kevin Seefeldt and
Jeran Delaine, Jon Wesenberg, April Stone, Abi
Fergus, Michelle Carlile, Erin Burkett, Bill Route,
Karen Crowell, Noah Goyke, Bruce and Joleen
Prentice, Adventure Club Brewing Company,
anonymous donors, and anonymous Facebook
Fundraiser contributors!
2022 Volunteers: Melis Arik, Terri Bahe, Dave
Bahe, George Beck, Chris Blowers, Kevin Brewster,
Mariana Brewster-Brown, Erin Burkett, Michelle
Carlile, Dana Churness, Valerie Damstra, Diane
Daulton, Joan Elias, Jonas Elkhund, Alex Faber,
Mike Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, Luke
Forehand, Ulf Gafvert, Larry Hopkins, Matt Hudson,
Alissa Hulstrand, Tony Janisch, Joyce Kiel, Rolland
Kiel, Melanie Kniola, Karin Kozie, Louis Lozinski,
Olin Moriarty, Wylder Moriarty, Jeff Musselman,
Emilia Nelson, Phil Norrgard, Emily Nourse, Shae
O’Brien, Justin Olson, Axel Peterman, Mark
Peterson, Max Ramsey, Bill Route, David Saetre,
Meghan Salmon-Tumas, Sjana Schanning, Kevin
Schanning, Laura Scottford-Fedora, April Stone, Allissa Stutte, Majia Sulerud, Jenice Swartely, Bob Traczyk, Jane Weber, Kathy Wendling,
Mark Wendling, Dawn White, Zakk Zander
Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) SeaGrant, US Forest
Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, and Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation.
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Everyone for the Water
Celebrating 20 years of watershed stewardship
Saturday, August 27th
4pm to 6:30pm
South Shore Brewery Taproom in Washburn
free admission · potluck · raffles and door prizes · memories and trivia
one free drink for current, renewing, and new members

Connecting People, Land, and Water

