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The New Superior Rivers Watershed Association HQ 

The Superior Rivers Watershed Association has a new 

headquarters at 113 W Main Street in Ashland— just 

one building over from our old location! 

In March, we announced our move to our 

membership in our Monthly Snapshot, our member-

exclusive monthly email. Shortly after, we announced 

our move on social media and a fundraising drive to 

raise $1,000 in donations to support our new location 

expenses such as signage, a new printer, shelving, 

and other needs we identify as we settle into this 

new space. We are thrilled that our community 

rallied together to surpass the $1,000 goal (at the 

time of this writing, we are at $1,200 and counting) 

plus the donation of a used printer and used 

MacBook.   

We are also thankful to be recipients of the 

Wisconsin Main Street Bounceback Grant program. 

This grant program is for new and existing businesses 

opening a new location or expanding operations in a 

vacant commercial space. We needed this new space 

to expand our operations, and receiving assistance 

for the necessary expansion makes a huge difference. 

We are excited to join the vibrant life on main street and have a window view of downtown Ashland. Our new office 

gives us more room, more sunlight, and more accessibility to our community. 
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Mission  

The mission of the Superior 

Rivers Watershed Association 

is to promote and protect 

clean water resources in 

Wisconsin's Lake Superior 

basin.  

 

Vision  

We envision a future where 

citizens are stewards of their 

watershed. 

 

Values  

Our work is guided by our 

belief in and commitment to: 

• Expanding Scientific 

Understanding 

• Engaging Citizens 

• Informed Decision-making 

• Collaborative Efforts 
 

Programs 

We enact these through our 
main programs: 

• Water Quality Monitoring 

• Watershed Action 

Planning 

• Watershed Restoration 

• Education and Outreach 
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Macroinvertebrate Monitoring: May 8th—22nd 

Our spring macroinvertebrate monitoring  is May 8th—22nd! 

Twice a year, volunteers from across 

Wisconsin’s Lake Superior Basin voyage 

into their streams and rivers to collect 

macroinvertebrates (aquatic bugs) to 

assess water quality. This field work 

requires no prior experience, and you 

can participate this May! 

Monitoring includes: 

• 2 hours of training 

• Approximately 4 hours of field work 

• All equipment provided 

 
Field work consists of putting on waders, carrying a dip net and measuring tape, and wading 

upstream at one of our river or stream monitoring sites. You will use your net to dig out aquatic 

bugs from the riverbed while filling out a field worksheet to collect information about what you 

see in and around the stream. Lastly, you will collect all those little macroinvertebrates (yes, 

every last one! At least 125 of them!) from your net and place them in an alcohol solution to be 

returned to the SRWA office for volunteer identification (this volunteer opportunity coming 

soon). 

Upcoming training sessions: 

• Saturday, April 30th at 2pm-4pm at Prentice Park 

• Thursday, May 5th at 6pm to 7:30pm via Zoom 

• Saturday, May 8th at 2pm-4pm at Prentice Park 

 
We ask all macroinvertebrate monitoring volunteers who have not completed a training within 

the last 2 years to attend a session as a refresher course. Learn more or RSVP to a training 

session at www.superiorrivers.org/get-involved/ 

Are you looking for a different volunteer opportunity? 

• Tree planting on the Marengo River with Trout Unlimited—Saturday, May 21st 

• Garlic Mustard hand-pulling at Copper Falls with NCWMA — 9am each day May 16th—20th 

https://www.superiorrivers.org/get-involved/
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Marengo River Watershed Action Plan: 10 Year Revision Underway 

The ten year revision of the Marengo River Watershed Action Plan is well underway. The Marengo 

River Watershed Action Plan is an EPA certified Nine Key Element Action Plan. It is a tool for local 

organizations, governments, and stakeholders to restore or protect water quality. In 2011, the Bad 

River Watershed Association led the creation of the Marengo River Watershed Action Nine Key 

Element Plan which the EPA certified from 2013-2023. We are now undergoing the ten year revision 

and certification. 

The Marengo River Watershed Action Plan and similar nine key element plans look at watershed 

management in a holistic way: no one tactic or project will increase water quality, and definitions of 

water quality are constantly changing and mean different things in different watersheds. The Action 

Plan helps define water quality objectives we would like to achieve, how we will measure if them if 

achieved, and what individual actions are required to accomplish larger goals.  

Kevin Brewster is leading the revisions, assisted by a technical team coordinated by Wisconsin DNR 

staff which meets monthly to discuss the plan, the projects, the metrics, and where we see the 

Marengo River and the ongoing projects going in the next  ten years. 

Our members, followers, and stakeholders recently received the first issue of the relaunched 

Marengo Riffles Newsletter which will continue bi-annually as an e-Newsletter. The Marengo Riffles 

came delivered with a community input survey to gain insight of the community’s priorities for the 

plan’s target objectives.  

We were also looking for thoughts, input, projects, and suggestions. Working closely with Northland 

College student Shae O’Brien with the Advanced Community Planning Studio, we are assessing the 

outreach process so that we can make our efforts more inclusive and reach a more diverse audience 

in the future. 

Revision of the Marengo River 

Watershed Action plan continues into 

the spring and summer of 2022, but 

the Action Plan doesn’t stop with 

revision and certification! This plan 

guides our vision for the Marengo 

River watershed for the next ten 

years. We look forward to another 

ten years of restoration projects, 

water quality monitoring, and 

outreach events such as Know Your 

Watershed field trips and watershed 

cleanup days! 

Coming up on May 21st, we are 

partnering with Trout Unlimited and 

the US Forest Service for volunteers 

to plant trees in the Marengo River 

watershed. Email us to get involved: 

info@superiorrivers.org.  

Learn more or sign up for the bi-

annual Marengo Riffles e-newsletter 

at: www.superiorrivers.org/the-

marengo-river-watershed-partnership

-project/ 

https://www.superiorrivers.org/the-marengo-river-watershed-partnership-project/
https://www.superiorrivers.org/the-marengo-river-watershed-partnership-project/
https://www.superiorrivers.org/the-marengo-river-watershed-partnership-project/


By Brandi Shapland, Superior Rivers’ Rivers2Lake Education Mentor 

 

Our projects are strengthened when we are able to share them with the 

community and celebrate their successes together. As an environmental 

educator, this is the part of my job that I become the most excited about. 

Washburn DNR Forester Joseph LeBouton and I visited three elementary 

classes at South Shore School this March as part of an educational 

component of a grant through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and 

funded by the US Forest Service (see opposite page). A few years ago some 

South Shore Elementary students had the opportunity to help plant trees for 

the project. Although we were not able to meet those students, we were 

able to visit the current 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade classes of the teachers who 

took part in the project.  

Joseph kicked the program off in the classroom where the students learned 

about the project and why it was important. They talked about snowmelt 

and how we can slow the flow by creating an evergreen canopy. The 

students looked at maps of the sites and were filled with questions and 

stories of their own.  

After Joseph’s introduction we went outside to create maps of their 

schoolyard. I encouraged them to investigate the landscape with their 

eyes, to illustrate on their maps how the snowmelt moves and to think 

about why trees grow in certain areas. We felt the chill of the snow and 

the warmth of the concrete beneath our feet, discussing how dark colors 

absorb heat while light ones reflect it.   

I carried with me a large metal object in the shape of a “T”. It was 

something they had never seen and they kept asking what it was for. 

Towards the end of the program I revealed what the mysterious object 

was: a soil probe! Children tend to love any excuse to play with dirt and 

these students were thrilled. We took several soil samples in the grass and 

everyone wanted to hold a piece of the earth in their hands. Most of the 

Slow the Flow and the Next Generation of Stewards 
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Classroom learning. Photo credit: Erika Suo 

Soil probe lesson. Photo credit: Erika Suo 

Empathy for a worm. Photo credit: Erika Suo 
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soil was brown and had red clay and sand deposits sprinkled throughout. 

I used this as an opportunity to teach about how different substrates and 

surfaces can affect the way water moves and is absorbed.  

During our probing I accidentally unearthed a worm and was met with 

shrieks of “put it back!” The students were not satisfied until I had 

returned the worm back to its home. If these students have such 

empathy and desire for action to save that tiny creature, imagine the 

love and stewardship they could have as adults if they are given the 

opportunity to deepen their relationship with the natural world and 

learn about it the way they learn best- through play and exploration.  

I am endlessly inspired by the students I have the opportunity to work 

with. The work SRWA does and the stewardship we foster is incredibly 

important and it is made all that more important every time we spark 

excitement in young people. They are the future but also the present. 

They cherish this land, eat and drink from its bounty, and are affected 

when it is harmed. They provide us with opportunities to learn just as we try to teach them. The South Shore students reminded 

me to love worms because they are precious too. With the school year coming quickly to a close I am looking forward to sharing 

more moments like this with local students.  

In 2017, the Superior Rivers Watershed Association received a grant award from the US Forest 
Service’s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative for Slow the Flow education and restoration via a tree 
planting project. The tree planting phase of the 
project took place in 2018 when partners and 
students planted 132,000 seedlings on 182 
acres, and again in 2019 with 125,800 seedlings 
on 173 acres. We followed up with application 
of organic deer repellant in 2020 to 2021 to 
keep the seedlings safe and survive to a larger 
life stage. The Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources generously donated the seedlings. 
 
Although COVID and uncooperative weather 
resulted in several project delays, we 
planted nearly 260,000 seedlings. Tree 

species included red and white pine, northern white cedar, hemlock, and 
white spruce. Overall survivorship of the seedlings was about 344 trees 
per acre, or roughly 50% 
 
Washburn DNR Ranger Station forestry staff Joseph LeBouton, Kara 
Oikarinen, and Tom Piikkila oversaw planting operations. Bill Route, Alex 
Faber, Kevin Brewster, and Brandi Shapland assisted in seedling density 
plot surveys. Superior Forestry Service served as the planting contractor.  
 

 
 
 
This project is a great example of federal and state agencies and a local 
community-based nonprofit working together to help reduce soil erosion, 
improve wildlife habitat, and keep this special place healthy and green for 
future generations. 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Tree Planting Project 

Bayfield 4th grade outdoor education. Photo credit: 

Michelle Carlile 



Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 

❑ $35 individual membership ❑ $50 family membership  ❑ $250 business membership 

Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add ❑ $15 ❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other _______   

Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE). 

We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable time, and many give both! To 
celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more 
per year. 

❑ Please keep my donation anonymous.  
❑ I am also interested in being a volunteer. 
 

HOW TO JOIN: ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org/ support-superior-rivers/ 

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________ 

Email ___________________ Phone ___________ ❑ Check payable to Superior Rivers.  

Charge: ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ 

(3-digit code on back)  
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Written Comment for DNR Enbridge Line 5 Environmental Impact Survey 

Enbridge’s Line 5 is a 645-mile-long oil and natural gas pipeline that runs from Superior, Wisconsin through the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan and under the Straits of Mackinac, eventually ending at refineries in Sarina, Ontario. Line 5 runs directly through our 

service area and the Bad River Reservation, carrying around 22 million gallons of crude oil and natural gas liquids daily. In 2019, six 

years after Enbridge’s easements expired on the Bad River Reservation, the tribe took legal action to remove the pipeline from 

reservation land. In response Enbridge has proposed a 41-mile reroute for Line 5 outside of reservation boundaries. 

In order to construct the reroute, Enbridge needs to obtain multiple 

different permits, approvals, and undergo multiple review processes. 

The most recent of those were the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources’ public comment period on their Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement and the US Army Corps of Engineers’ public 

comment period on Enbridge’s permit application for discharges of 

dredged or filled material into waterways. 

SRWA submitted comments to both the Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources and The US Army Corps of Engineers. Both letters 

are available for review on our website at www.superiorrivers.org/

about-our-waters/issuesaffectingourwatershed/ 

Read our comments to the Wisconsin DNR and the US 

Army Corps of Engineers at www.superiorrivers.org Line 5 reroute with trout streams impacted. 

http://www.badriverwatershed.org
https://www.superiorrivers.org/about-our-waters/issuesaffectingourwatershed/
https://www.superiorrivers.org/about-our-waters/issuesaffectingourwatershed/
https://www.superiorrivers.org/about-our-waters/issuesaffectingourwatershed/


Donors, new members, and renewed members since our last newsletter: Donn and Ann Christensen, Bob and Pat Tammen, Diane Little 

and Norton Thomas, Linda Jorgenson and Jack Gunderson, Eric Sorensen and Linda Zirngibl, Barb Tellier, Janet Bewley and David Saetre, 

Bob Traczyk, Matt Hudson and Sara Hudson, Ned and Kathy Zuelsdorff, Bill Route and Karin Kozie, Tana Turonie, Mary Ann Churchill, Iron 

County Land and Water Conservation Department, Network for Good, Paypal Giving Fund, Roy Settgas, Phil Norrgard, Michael Fetter, 

David and Karen Saarinen, Melissa Kummerow, April Stone, Ricky and Valerie Damstra, Darlene and Richard Charboneau, Christopher 

Fries, Deanna Erickson, Jim Crandall, Hans Veenendaal, Leslie Paynter, Ellie Williams and Kevin Schram, Ed and Teri Isaac, Honest Dog 

Books, Bill Gast, Jane Thimke, Shari and Mark Eggleson, Robert Christie, Ana and Brian Tochterman, anonymous donors, and anonymous 

Facebook Fundraiser contributors!  

2022 Volunteers: Melis Arik, Kevin Brewster, Mariana 

Brewster-Brown, Erin Burkett, Michelle Carlile, Dana 

Churness, Valerie Damstra, Diane Daulton, Joan Elias, 

Alex Faber, Mike Fedora, Abi Fergus, Mike Fetter, 

Larry Hopkins, Matt Hudson, Alissa Hulstrand, Tony 

Janisch, Karin Kozie, Louis Lozinski, Olin Moriarty, 

Wylder Moriarty, Jeff Musselman, Phil Norrgard, Shae 

O’Brien, Justin Olson, Axel Peterman, Mark Peterson, 

Bill Route, Sjana Schanning, Kevin Schanning, Laura 

Scottford-Fedora, April Stone, Allissa Stutte, Bob 

Traczyk, Jane Weber, Dawn White, Zakk Zander 

Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community 

Foundation, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) SeaGrant, US Forest Service 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Wisconsin Coastal 

Management Program, and Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation.  
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With our new office space, we launched a fundraising drive to raise $1,000 for our new office needs! Donations for this purpose are 

still rolling in, but we have raised $1,200 so far! Not only that, but we are thrilled to be recipients of the Wisconsin Bounce Back 

Grant of $10,000 

A huge thank you to our fundraiser donors thus far (if we missed you, we apologize! Your donation is appreciated!) 

Phil Norrgard,  
Karen Saarinen,  

April Stone,  
Valerie Damstra,  
Christopher Fries,  
Deanna Erickson,  

Richard and Darlene Charboneau,  
Jane Thimke,  

Mark and Shari Eggleson 

New Office Fundraiser a Success! 



 Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Spring 2022 Edition 

Connecting People, Land, and Water 

We moved! New Superior Rivers HQ on main street! 

Our new office is located at 113 W Main Street, Ashland, WI — just 
one building over from our old location! 

 

Macroinvertebrate Monitoring: May 8th – 22nd  

Volunteer this spring to monitor your water quality by collecting 
macroinvertebrates! All it takes is 2 hours of training and 4 hours of 
field work. Sign up for a training/refresher session:  

• Saturday, April 30th— 2-4pm @ Prentice Park 

• Thursday, May 5th — 6-7:30pm on Zoom 

• Saturday, May 7th — 2-4pm @ Prentice Park 


