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A Farwell from Mariana Brewster-Brown: Recognizing Eight Years with BRWA/SRWA 

By Mariana Brewster-Brown - September 19th, 2021 

Today I led my final aquatic invertebrate monitoring training event. This 

fall I'm transitioning out of my role as Coordinator at Superior Rivers 

Watershed Association. 

When I first took this job at Superior Rivers (then Bad River Watershed 

Association), it was 2013 and I had just become a new mom and new 

resident of the Chequamegon Bay region. One of my first tasks was to 

shadow the amazing outgoing Coordinator at her last training event, so 

I could learn the ropes and take over the role. That day, as I sat wide-

eyed taking notes, I didn't realize one of my future best friends was in 

the group of attendees. I didn't think about how big my son (and 

daughter!) would be when I would eventually leave that job, or how 

much I would grow and see and learn in that time.  

I learned about this geographic area, where I feel more at home than 

anywhere else in my life, by way of the rivers and streams. I oriented 

myself to this place by studying maps and driving to remote places to 

do water quality monitoring. The first map in my head became these 

branches of water and where they connect and ultimately flow into 

Lake Superior. I got to know the people here by their connections to the water, their interests, concerns, and 

connections to each other. I have met so many amazing people thanks to this job. Literally hundreds of people, who 

care so much about this place and community.  

Annual Party was a Huge Success!  

Thank you to all who were able to attend our Annual Membership 
Meeting and Party! We were excited to be able to host an outdoor 
gathering after a long pandemic year and focus on the party and social 
togetherness.  
 
We announced the 2021 recipient of the Karen Danielsen Outstanding 
Stewardship Award as Laurence Wiland. Laurence served on the 
founding board in 2002 and has served as a water quality volunteer 
many years over our nineteen years in existence. He most recently 
served  eight years on the board, as both Secretary and President 
respectfully.  
 
A huge thank you to all of the silent auction bidders, silent auction 
donors, volunteers, board members, attendees, the Tap Shack at Delta 
Diner, and our musician Danny Frank for making this event possible and making the last-minute switch to Sunday when 
the Saturday weather looked so treacherous! Together we raised over $5,000 to support our programs! 
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Mission  

The mission of the 

Superior Rivers 

Watershed Association is 

to promote and protect 

clean water resources in 

Wisconsin's Lake Superior 

basin.  

 

Vision  

We envision a future 

where citizens are 

stewards of their 

watershed. 

 

Values  

Our work is guided by our 

belief in and commitment 

to: 

• Expanding Scientific 
Understanding 

• Engaging Citizens 

• Informed Decision-
making 

• Collaborative Efforts 
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From Mariana Brewster-Brown Con’t 

My favorite places here are not in the brochures. They are hidden mossy boulders under green 

canopies in peaceful trout streams, little sandbars in babbling brooks inside dark cedar forests. I 

would have never known these secret worlds if I didn't have a reason to tromp there in my 

waders, year after year. I'm so humbled by the responsibility I have held to do my part as a 

steward of the water, and by the collective love, knowledge, and efforts of the people I've 

gotten to work with.  

I'm entering a season of taking things off of my plate, simplifying, reducing. It's been a rewarding 

and challenging 8 years, and I foresee many more years helping out as a volunteer if I can.  

Today the incoming Coordinator shadowed me and I am again humbled, by her skills and 

promise for the future of the organization, as well as by those of our Executive Director, 

Restoration Manager, Board of Directors, and volunteers. While it's bittersweet to end this 

hugely important chapter in my life, today I'm feeling all the love and gratitude!  

Thank you!  
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We are pleased to announce and welcome Emma 

Holtan as our new Water Quality Program 

Coordinator! Emma comes to us as a recent graduate 

of Northland College with an extensive background 

in water science and water resources for her young 

career. Emma has held several research roles at the 

Mary Griggs Burke Center for Freshwater Innovation 

since 2017. Emma brings to this role not only 

experience with water quality monitoring, data work, 

grant writing experience, and science 

communication, but also a love of water, Lake 

Superior, connection, and learning. 

“I am a scientist with a big heart,” Emma says of 

herself. She looks forward to supporting people in 

connecting to their local water bodies in a way that helps them develop an ethic of care. She will 

bring love and care to every aspect of her work at Superior Rivers and is honored to help 

communities become stewards of their watersheds. 

Mariana Brewster-Brown is transitioning out of her role as Coordinator this autumn. Mariana began 

her job with our organization when we were the Bad River Watershed Association back in 2013 and 

has been an integral and beloved member of our team. Mariana will train in Emma over the coming 

months and will continue to be an important volunteer and resource for Superior Rivers. You can 

contact Emma at emma@superiorrivers.org. 

Welcome Emma Holtan, Water Quality Program Coordinator 

We are pleased to announce and welcome Brandi 

Shapland as our new Rivers2Lake Education Mentor 

for the 2021-2022 school year! Brandi is a graduate 

of Northland College with a passion for 

environmental education. She recently spent a month  

sailing on Lake Superior with the Sea Change 

Expeditions crew, creating and teaching 

programming to youth around the Lake Superior 

Coast, and is excited to help the region’s teachers 

create engaging lessons that will spark interest in 

younger generations.  “Lake Superior is my home and 

I am so excited to take on a larger role in protecting 

its watershed. I am looking forward to connecting 

with teachers and getting to know this incredible 

community on a deeper level.”  

We are impressed with Brandi’s communication style and on-the-fly lesson giving and can’t wait to 

see what support she brings to our local educators as well as our Superior Rivers outreach efforts. 

The South Shore Rivers2Lake program is hosted in conjunction with the Lake Superior National 

Estuarine Research Reserve’s River2Lake program. For the 2021-2022 school year, Brandi will focus 

on building connections and support with alumni of our South Shore Rivers2Lake program as we pilot 

future growth of this alumni network and support. If you are an alumni of the Rivers2Lake program 

or a local educator looking for assistance with outdoor placed based learning, reach out! You can 

contact Brandi at brandi@superiorrivers.org. 

Welcome Brandi Shapland, Rivers2Lake Education Mentor 



Position Statement on Commercial-scale withdrawal, bottling, and sale of 

groundwater from aquifers and artesian wells in the Lake Superior Watershed  

This position statement is in response to a conditional use permit requested by Kristle Majchrzak & Robert Glau (hereafter 

referred to as “Applicant”) for commercial withdrawal of artesian groundwater for bottling and sale from private property in 

the Town of Clover, near Herbster, Wisconsin. [1] [2] This proposed withdrawal would potentially affect the Bark River, which 

flows into Bark Bay State Natural Area. The Bark Bay Slough was designated as a State Natural Area in 1977 and houses 

extensive coastal fen and coastal bog wetlands which are floristically diverse and support many rare species. [3] This position 

statement is specific to this withdrawal application; however, many points are broadly applicable to other potential future 

commercial withdrawals of groundwater that could affect aquifers and streams that flow into Lake Superior. 

Per our Mission Statement, the Superior Rivers Watershed Association (SRWA) advocates for clean, free-flowing rivers with 

healthy watersheds, and a citizenry that is informed and engaged in monitoring and promoting wise management of water 

resources. The Superior Rivers Watershed Association opposes permitting this withdrawal for the following reasons: 

 

1. The proposed project does not conform to the Comprehensive Plan developed by the citizens of the Town of 

Clover. At a Town meeting held on April 14, 2021, Township residents overwhelmingly voiced opinions against the 

project, and the Town Board subsequently voted unanimously to deny the permit, citing commercial use incompatible 

with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and concerns for water flow to nearby streams, wetlands, and private wells. 

2. There are many unknowns regarding the amount of water proposed for withdrawal, including the rate of 

withdrawal per day and seasonally, and how such withdrawal rates and patterns would impact local streams, 

wetlands, and cold water upwellings into Lake Superior. For example, MSA Professional Services, Inc., an engineering 

firm that the Applicant has retained on contract, states that the proposed water source is most likely an isolated sand and 

gravel lens. A soil scientist (retired, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service) who delineated soils in the proposed 

project area has stated that such seeps and springs were common across the Bayfield Peninsula, but that landowners have 

found many to have dried up with increased development, logging, and ditching. [4] Given the unknowns and likelihood 

of impacting local stream flow and wetlands, SRWA cannot support this withdrawal. 

3. The Applicant proposes to haul truckloads of water from the site to Superior for bottling in plastic bottles for 

distribution in the Twin Cities and beyond. For such a venture to be commercially viable, many truckloads would be 

required, which in turn would require road improvements and possibly new or expanded stream crossings. The effects of 

such improvements on local streams and wetlands have not been divulged by the Applicant nor fully assessed by any 

resource agency. 

4. The Applicant proposes selling artesian water in small, single-use plastic containers. There is a growing body of 

scientific evidence that single-use plastics are incompatible with sustainable use of our water resources. [5] The 

manufacture of single-use plastic containers requires substantial water for processing, and the chemicals involved 

contribute to waterborne and airborne pollutants that can make their way to Lake Superior. Moreover, plastic bottles 

contribute to micro-plastics that are known environmental pollutants in Lake Superior.  

Position Statement on Commercial-scale Withdrawal, Bottling, and Sale of Groundwater 

www.superiorrivers.org Page 4 

In February 2021, Kristle Majchrzak and Robert Glau applied for a conditional use 

permit (CUP) from the Bayfield County Planning and Zoning Committee. The CUP 

was requested to allow the transportation of artesian water via tanker trucks away 

from a well on their property in Herbster to a bottling facility in Superior where the 

water would be bottled and sold by Kristle’s company Kristle KLR. CUP request 

generated strong push back from community members and tribes, including the 

formation of Lake Superior Not For Sale (the signs you may see scattered about the 

region). The CUP was denied by the Zoning Committee in April. Kristle appealed 

the decision with the Bayfield County Board of Adjustments and Appeals in July. In 

August the Board of Adjustments decided to uphold the Zoning Committee’s deci-

sion. Kristle KLR has recently appealed with the Bayfield County Circuit Courts. 

The Superior Rivers Watershed Association has published the following position 

statement regarding this ongoing issue. 
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5. There is no available baseline data or comprehensive hydrological assessment of upstream and downstream flow 

rates and water quality in the proposed site area and sub watershed of the Bark River. SRWA is committed to 

continuing our history of collecting and disseminating scientifically robust water quality data to inform the public and 

protect the watersheds and streams that flow into Lake Superior. To provide stakeholders with critical water quality and 

flow information, we have established water quality and quantity monitoring sites downstream of the proposed withdrawal 

site. We will provide these data to the State of Wisconsin through the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Surface 

Water Integrated Monitoring System (SWIMS) database and make data publicly available to better define current water 

conditions. Should the withdrawal project go forward, these data will provide benchmarks to assess future changes to the 

watershed. Unfortunately, given the variability in annual precipitation and hydrology, water flow characteristics cannot be 

determined without several years of monitoring. Moreover, a second upstream monitoring site is needed, but currently 

unfunded. SRWA encourages four years of baseline data at both sites to allow informed decision making before a permit 

is considered or issued.  

We remain committed to protecting and promoting our clean water resources in the Lake Superior basin. Preserving our clean 

water resources includes informed decision making with expanded scientific understanding, which we believe is lacking in 

the case of the Applicant’s proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Alex Faber, Executive Director of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association 

 

Footnotes: 

1. https://www.wpr.org/proposal-bottle-sell-water-well-near-lake-superior-highlights-fears-over-water-diversions  

2. https://www.wuwm.com/2021-07-29/controversial-water-bottling-business-under-debate-in-small-community-on-lake-superior-shore  

3. https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Lands/naturalareas/index.asp?SNA=137  

4.Public Record, written comments to Bayfield County Board of Adjustment.  

5.See Baldwin et al. 2016. Plastic debris in 29 Great Lakes tributaries: Relations to watershed attributes and hydrology. Published in the journal 

Environmental Science and Technology 50:10377-10385.  

Volunteer Opportunity: Sign Up to Monitor a Water Chemistry Site! 

We need volunteers now to help with monthly chemistry 

monitoring. Join an existing team or monitor a new site. See 

map and list on the next page which lists sites currently being 

monitored and priority new sites.  

Volunteers monitor their site on the first Saturday of each 

month year-round. Having a small team for each site allows 

more flexibility and coverage for these sampling days. 

Monitoring work takes roughly one hour to complete each time, 

plus travel time. Training and equipment are provided.  

Are you interested in supporting our monitoring efforts but can’t 

commit to chemistry monitoring? Consider sponsoring a 

chemistry kit! See the next page for donation details. 

Current Monitoring Locations: 

Many of these locations have openings for team members or 

alternates to fill in one or more times each year.  

We partner with Friends of the North Pikes Creek Wetlands and 

Friends of the Lincoln Community Forest for monitoring efforts within our shared service areas. Learn more about these both of 

these great organizations at https://northpikescreek.org/ and https://www.friendslcf.com/. 

Michelle Carlile— Board President and steward of Silver Creek 
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Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 

❑ $35 individual membership ❑ $50 family membership  ❑ $250 business membership 

Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add ❑ $15 ❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other _______   

Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE). 

 We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give 
 valuable time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also 
 extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more per year. 

❑ Please keep my donation anonymous.  
❑ I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volunteers. 
 

HOW TO JOIN: ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org  

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________ 

Email ___________________ Phone ___________ ❑ Check payable to Superior Rivers. Charge: ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard 

Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)  

❑ I am also interested in being a volunteer. 
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Sponsor a chemistry kit? 

❑  Check here to designate 
your $250 donation for the 

purpose of buying a 
chemistry kit to expand 

water quality monitoring. 

Chemistry Monitoring Con’t 

Sign up as an alternate for ongoing monitoring 

locations or sign up/form a team to monitor one 

of our new priority locations. 

New Priority Sites: 

• Eighteen Mile Creek at South Sweden Rd 

• North Fish Creek at US Hwy 2 

• South Fish Creek at Colby Rd 

• Thompson Creek at Wannebo Rd 

• Boyd Creek at Ondossagon Rd 

• Thompson Creek at Walking Path 

• Brickyard Creek near Roy’s Point Marina 

• Silver Creek at Hwy 13 

• Bad River at Gilman Park, Mellen 

• Norman Creek at Norman Creek Rd 

 

Ready to sign up? Reach out to emma@superiorrivers.org today! 

Current Monitoring Locations: 

• Horseshoe Creek at Nicoletti Rd 

• Cranberry River (Private Property) 

• White River at Pike River Rd 

• Pine Creek at Old US Hwy 2 

• Whittlesey Creek at Ondossagon Rd 

• North Pikes Creek #1 (near headwaters) 

• North Pikes Creek #2 (near headwaters) 

• North Pikes Creek #2 (near headwaters) 

• North Pikes Creek at Star Route Rd 

• Onion River at Hwy 13 

• Pikes Creek at Hwy 13 

• Marengo River at Altamont Rd 

• Marengo River at Four Corner’s Store Rd 

• Marengo River at Lincoln Community 

Forest 

• Marengo River (Private Property) 

• Silver Creek at Delfield Rd 

• Tyler Forks at Will Rd 

• Alder Creek at Town Line Rd 

• Parker Creek at Hwy 122 

• West Branch Montreal River at Center Dr 

• West Branch Montreal River at 

Albert C. Morzenti Sr. Memorial Park 

• East Branch Montreal River at Farmer’s 

Market – Hurley 

http://www.badriverwatershed.org


Donors, new members, and renewed members since our last newsletter: 

Darienne McNamara and the McNamara Ciembronowicz Family, Mike Fiorio 

and Denise Ciebien, Anne Wickman, Matthew Schaut, Tim Oksiuta, Melissa 

Kummerow, Amy Syveron Family, Mary Ann Churchill, Adventure Club 

Brewing, Delta Diner, Solstice Outdoors, Anglers All, Salmagundi, Julia 

Waggoner, Stephen Helmers, Joan Elias, Louis and Kathy Wuest, Ulli Cords-

Kastens, Edmunds and Company Log Home Restorations, Anna Stone 

Family, Laura Bethany Thomas, Lori Brown, Alfred and Jacquelyn Anderson, 

Kathleen Russel, Robert Croll, Jeff and Mardy Ehrhardt, Rebecca McDowell, 

Andrew and Carrie Okey, Christine Bardon, Ricky and Valerie Damstra, Gail 

Amundson, Frank Koehn, Thomas Erickson and Jane Weber, Northern State 

Bank, Paul Burkett, VHS Commercial Services, Terry and Jean Mellum, Shari 

and Mark Eggleson, Bay City Cycles, Christina Strom and John Dursi, Bob and 

Reba Rice, Derek and Kim Ogle, Scott Davis and JoAnne Norby-Davis, Bruce 

and Joleen Prentice, Amazon Smile, Paypal Giving Fund, DannyBoy 

Industries, Christian Franken Family, Rolland and Joyce Kiel, Jeff and Emily 

Blodgett, and thank you to our silent auction participants, anonymous donors, and anonymous Facebook Fundraiser contributors! Silent 

Auction Donors: Bent Paddle Brewing Company and Lincoln Park Craft District Neighbors (The Duluth Grill Family of Restaurants & Frost 

River Trading Co.), Erin Burkett, artists from Yellowbird Gallery including Jonathon Walburg Pottery and Deena's Pottery Studio, 

Adventure Us, Diane Daulton,Shine Massage,Honest Dog Books, Ashland Baking Co, Deepwater Grille and Alley, Stephen Schram, Bay 

City Cycles, Salmagundi, Bemused Designs, Washburn Marina, Spirit Creek Farm, Cornucopia Sailing, Chequamegon Food Co-op, 

SuperOne Foods Ashland, Black Cat Coffeehouse, Wren & Three Sisters Studio, St's True Value, Stonehouse Weavers, South Shore Brew 

Pub, Wild Rice Retreat.  2021 Volunteers: Sharon Anthony, Melis Arik, Joel Austin, Crowe Barres, Maureen Baron, Alex Breslav, Erin 

Burkett, Kevin Brewster, Mariana Brewster-Brown, Jake Brown, Michelle Carlile, Janette Christie, Jim Crandall, Mimi Crandall, Avantika 

D’Cruz, Rick Damstra, Val Damstra, Diane Daulton, Scott Davis, Jo Davis, Jeran Delaine, Pam Dryer, Mark Eggleson, Shari Eggleson, Jonas 

Eklund, Joan Elias, Alex Faber, Abi Fergus, Michael Fetter, Katy Frederickson, Beth Gehred, Noah Goyke and Northland Class, Jeanmarie 

Haney, Larry Hopkins, Matthew Hudson, Tony Janisch, Katherine Jenkins, Stephanie Julian, Zachary Jurewicz, Oleana Jurewicz, Mirabel 

Jurewicz, Eva Kay, Grace Kilbane, Joyce Kiel, Rolland Kiel, Kate Kitchell, Rowan Koester-Jess, Karin Kozie, Nancy Larson, Maria Lefevre, Jim 

MacCartney, Colleen Matula, Gus McLelland, Jeff Musselman, Emilia Nelson, Ron Nemec, Lorraine Norrgard, Phil Norrgard, Amy Nosal, 

Dave Olson, Tim Oksiuta, Axel Peterman, Mark Peterson, Tom Podlesney, Marba Pogue, Aileen Potter, Bruce Prentice, Allison Rakowski, 

Bob Rice, Bobbi Rongstad, Kelly Ross, Bill Route, Clayton Russell, Reed Saam, Hector Santiago, Willa Sauter-Sargent, Lake Sauter-Sargent, 

Andrew Sauter-Sargent, Jennifer Sauter-Sargent, Sjana Schanning, Kevin Schanning, Laura Scotford, Kevin Seefeldt, Roy Settgas, Brandi 

Shapland, Christel Sketch, Jake Slattery, Parker Sterling, April Stone, Christina Strom, Allissa Stutte, CAT Techtmann, Bob Traczyk, 

Meghan Salmon-Tumas, David VanderMeulen, Jane Weber, Kathy Wendling, Mark Wendling, Dawn White, and Laurence Wiland. 

Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, NOAA B-WET, USFS GLRI, USFWS National Fish Passage Partnership, 

Chequamegon Food Co-op Round for Partners Program, and the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. 
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Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Recap 

September 19th—October 3rd 

23 volunteers 

11 sites 

We did not originally plan to do an in-person identification session, 

but our monitoring volunteers showed so much interest that we 

hosted an outdoor  session at Prentice Park where four volunteers 

learned how to identify macroinvertebrates. 
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Connecting People, Land and Water 

Help us grow our water chemistry monitoring: sponsor 
a water chemistry monitoring kit! 

Sponsor a water chemistry monitoring kit with a 
donation of $250. Additional monitoring kits will allow 
us to expand our volunteer base and add new 
monitoring sites within our service area. Kits include pH, 
dissolved oxygen, and chloride test kits, a thermometer, 
and safety equipment. Your donation will cover a kit and 
shipping costs.  

Designate your donation for a chemistry kit by checking 
the box on the donation form inside! 


