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On Tuesday, June 23rd, 

2020, a beautiful human 

being passed from this 

world. Michele Wheeler 

was a brilliant woman, a 

strong advocate, a 

wonderful mother, and a 

beautiful friend. At Superior 

Rivers Watershed 

Association, she was an 

integral part of who and 

what we are, were, and will 

be.  

Hired in 2007 as the Bad River Watershed Association’s 

first Executive Director and one of its first staff members, 

Michele shaped the organization. Our organization went 

from a band of volunteers at the grassroots level to a 

thriving office of paid staff and a leader in water quality 

monitoring and watershed restoration because of her 

Remembering Michele Wheeler—Executive Director 2007 to 2012 
work, dedication, and passion. 

Michele served as our Executive 

Director until the Spring of 2012.  

Her accomplishments were many, 

but what defined her was her 

humanity. The legacy she leaves 

behind is held in the memories of 

the hundreds of people who loved 

her and were moved by her. We 

all felt her passion for the world, 

adventure, her community, and 

life. 

You can read her obituary at https://www.apg-wi.com/

ashland_daily_press/free/michele-wheeler/

article_acdf9d8e-b7d5-11ea-aeaa-fbe95a5cc56c.html 

Information about her memorial service: https://

michelewheelersmemorial.com/ 

Enbridge Line 5 
Contributed by Joan Elias and Bobbi Rongstad 

We’ll begin with an abbreviated synopsis of what 

Enbridge Line 5 is and why it is of concern to our region. 

Enbridge, a Canadian company, moves crude oil from 

Canadian oil fields back to Canada for processing and 

distribution. Line 5 begins in Superior, crossing through 

Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, under 

the Straits of Mackinac, and through the Lower Peninsula. 

From there the line returns to Canada in Sarnia, Ontario 

for processing. A portion of the transported oil product is 

refined into LP in Michigan, but most of it goes to 

refineries in Sarnia. Wisconsin customers do not use 

product from Enbridge Line 5. 

Currently Line 5 passes through the Bad River 

Reservation, but in 2013 the tribe refused to extend 

Enbridge’s expired lease. Enbridge began plans to 

construct an alternate route around the Reservation, 

extending south along the western border of the 

Reservation through Highbridge and Marengo, crossing 

between Copper Falls State Park and the city of Mellen, 

then north through Iron County forest and the town of 

Gurney to connect with the existing line east of the 

Reservation – an extension of 41 miles beyond the 

current route. The entire reroute lies within the Bad River 

Watershed and poses threats to our waters even greater 

than the existing route. 

Since our last report on Enbridge Line 5, a lot has 

happened. By the time this newsletter is released, the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) will 

have held a public hearing on topics to be included in an 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and on permits 

related to wetland and waterway crossings. The public 

hearing gave citizens, non-profits, tribes, and other 

interested parties an opportunity to express their views 

~continued page 3 
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Mission  

The mission of the 

Superior Rivers 

Watershed Association is 

to promote and protect 

clean water resources in 

Wisconsin's Lake Superior 

basin.  

 

Vision  

We envision a future 

where citizens are 

stewards of their 

watershed. 

 

Values  

Our work is guided by our 

belief in and commitment 

to: 

• Expanding Scientific 
Understanding 

• Engaging Citizens 

• Informed Decision-
making 

• Collaborative Efforts 
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Welcome Alex Faber as Executive Director 

This last month or so has been a whirlwind. Superior Rivers  has so many great projects both 

active and in the works, including the flagship water quality monitoring program, our tree 

planting project, culvert restoration, the Rivers2Lake educational program, seeking Partnership 

Wild and Scenic River designation for the Bad River and tributaries, our longstanding Marengo 

River Watershed Action Plan, as well as ongoing issues affecting our region such as the Enbridge 

Line 5 reroute, and all of our day-to-day operations and membership on top. I feel like every day 

I’m discovering a new aspect of our watersheds that I need to be keeping up with! 

Thankfully, I have had an awesome support network here at Superior Rivers. Between a great 

board, an incredibly patient and committed team with Kevin Brewster and Mariana Brewster-

Brown, and passionate volunteers, I feel like I have been welcomed into the group and that for 

all the things I do not yet know, there are half a dozen people here ready to take up the charge. 

I look forward to fostering a sense of communication and transparency by focusing on the SRWA 

website, email list, and social media. I want to dig in to how we can expand our outreach for our 

already existing programs, especially considering the limitations of our current COVID-19 world 

(see page 5 for more on our COVID-19 response). 

The more I am here, the more I feel I owe so much to Michele Wheeler. I only had the pleasure 

of meeting Michele once or twice that I remember, but that little bit of time meant so much. 

She was one of those people that instantly took my attention. I had this feeling that she was 

somehow and immediately my new best friend, within only an hour of communication. She gave 

Musings from the Executive Director 

After a long search, Superior Rivers finally has a 

new Executive Director! 

Please welcome Alex Faber, resident of Ashland, 

as the new Executive Director for Superior 

Rivers Watershed Association. Alex currently co-

manages Bay City Cycles and will continue in 

that role while working for SRWA part 

time.  Alex comes with valuable experience in 

business management, fundraising, social 

media, and administration, all areas that are 

critical to the future development of SRWA.  We 

are impressed with her enthusiasm, honesty, 

and ideas for outreach and fundraising.  She 

fully understands SRWA’s unique situation and 

is willing to take on the challenge.  
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the PSC’s determination (personal opinion). 

SRWA has joined forces with other non-profits, 

local citizens, and tribes in opposing the 

Enbridge Line 5 expansion because of the threat 

the line poses to our rivers and streams, 

groundwater, wetlands, forested habitat, private 

wells, and more. Enbridge’s track record is not 

good, with at least 33 spills and over 1 million 

gallons spilled from Line 5 to date.  Most 

recently, Enbridge acknowledged damage to a 

screw anchor support along the line passing 

under the Straits of Mackinac. The line was not 

initially designed to be supported by such screw 

anchors, but now hundreds of screw anchors 

support the line on the lake bottom and are 

vulnerable to strong currents.  

www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/

experts-say-support-damage-part-of-a-bigger-

line-5-structural-problem/article_1b76b9f2-

b723-11ea-9be3-df39efea8b6d.html 

Line 5 is currently shut down by Michigan court 

order, but that order is temporary. Should 

Michigan decide to push for permanent shut 

down - decommissioning – the question of a 

reroute around the Bad River Reservation would 

be moot. 

We stand with Michigan in protecting our Great 

Lakes from oil pipeline spills and hope the state 

pushes for permanent shut-down and 

decommissioning of Line 5. 

me that feeling of “where have you been 

all my life?” From what I gather, that was 

just who Michele was. I have spent this 

last month or so learning all that I can 

about BRWA and SRWA, and, of course, 

the conversation always gravitates back 

to Michele. Michele was our heart for so 

long. She brought communities together. 

She brought people together and opened 

communications. I feel like I have spent 

this last month getting to know Michele 

through  not only our old newsletters, but 

also all the people at Superior Rivers 

whose lives she touched. 

I hope to help make a difference here at 

Superior Rivers. If I could be half the 

executive director that Michele was, I 

think I would be pretty proud. Until then, 

I’m just going to keep learning, keep 

trying, and keep building with the support of a 

fantastic team. Thank you all for the warm 

welcome.            Advice, thoughts or input? 

Email: alex@superiorrivers.org 

and to ask that specific information be included 

in the EIS on issues such as the specific 

precautions Enbridge will take when crossing 

trout streams and Outstanding or Exceptional 

Resource Waters (State designations that SRWA 

volunteer data helped secure). 

Overlapping with the EIS and permitting process, 

a coalition of non-profit organizations, including 

SRWA, joined Midwest Environmental Advocates 

to file as intervenors in Enbridge’s case with the 

Public Service Commission (PSC). The PSC has the 

authority to determine whether Enbridge can use 

Eminent Domain to condemn private land and 

use or own it (at fair market value) for its own 

purposes. Having intervenor status grants the 

intervening parties additional rights, especially 

the right to question Enbridge, during any 

hearing regarding the granting of Eminent 

Domain authority. The deadline for the PSC 

determination has passed, but Enbridge has filed 

for 2 extensions to try to secure the lands they 

need, and the PSC has granted their extensions. 

Enbridge requested the extensions because 

some landowners along their preferred route 

have refused to sign easements or sale 

agreements, and Enbridge would rather not test 

Line 5 Con’t 

LINE 5: The red line represents the proposed reroute. The black 

line represents the current pipeline with expired lease. 
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By Mariana Brewster-Brown 

 

Flexibility, adaptation, and safety  

We’re all figuring out how to continue our work and daily lives 
within the new reality of the current pandemic. I was worried 
this spring as I tried to imagine how to carry out our 
macroinvertebrate monitoring season. This volunteer activity 
always consists of a joyful flurry of group activities – indoor and 
outdoor training events, the formation of new teams to do the 
fieldwork (and making new friends!), and the indoor lab ID 
sessions always generously hosted by Professor Andy Goyke 
and Northland College. Things would be different this season, 
and possibly for a while into the future. 

Encouragingly, twenty volunteers stepped up to the plate to 
help out with our spring macroinvertebrate monitoring work, 
and covered ten important monitoring locations. Training was 
one-on-one or digital, with sanitization of equipment, and staff 
and volunteers donning masks and meeting at a distance or 
outdoors when possible. The identification work is ongoing this 
summer, with several volunteers working from home to sort 
and ID samples, and then cross-check a portion of each other’s 
work.  

Some of our past volunteers were unable to participate this 
time around, though we had an influx of new citizen scientists. 
My goal for the fall season is to have more digital training 
documents, options for partnering (safely) and additional gear 
exchange options in place. It is my hope that this will lead to 
increased inclusion for people who would otherwise be 
sidelined due to health risks of exposure to 
COVID-19. We’d love to hear your ideas!  

 

Current Activities 

Our program committee has met several times 
this year to help identify priority monitoring 
locations. We are interested in monitoring sites 
upstream and in some cases downstream of the 
proposed reroute corridor for the Enbridge Line 5 
pipeline. Two chemistry sites and eight 
macroinvertebrate monitoring sites are near that 
corridor so far this year. See the map (right) for 
our current monitoring locations. 

We would like to add more monthly chemistry 
monitoring locations as well as conduct spot 
checks for turbidity and water temperature 
around the Line 5 reroute corridor. Training and 
equipment are provided, though volunteers must 
have their own transportation. If you are 
interested in helping out, please contact us at 
info@superiorrivers.org. 

Water Quality Monitoring 

 

Community 

The majority of our volunteers each year are water quality 
volunteers, conducting monthly water chemistry testing, 
macroinvertebrate monitoring in the spring and fall, and 
sometimes continuous temperature monitoring. Once 
volunteers have received training and equipment, they become 
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2019/2020 chemistry monitoring locations are in red, spring 2020 
macroinvertebrate monitoring sites are in blue.  

Mason and Miles Kuluvar monitor the Onion River.  

Photo credit: Tricia Kuluvar  



COVID-19 and SRWA Outreach Outlook for 2020 
short or long-term stewards of that particular spot on a 
waterway, reporting back their findings. It can be a solitary 
undertaking, which is sometimes welcome. However, in my 
mind one of the best benefits of volunteering is meeting and 
getting to know a diverse group of people who share your 

concern for a particular cause.  

We are working harder than ever to develop our stewardship 
community among volunteers, members, and the larger 
community. Through new volunteer discussion groups on social 
media, and by an increased online presence, we hope to 
provide new spaces to share data and other updates, and hear 
one another’s stories (read more in the next segment). Here are 
some ways you can join the conversation: 

• Follow us on facebook, 

Instagram, and Youtube 

• Join our mailing list by 

emailing us at 
info@superiorrivers.org and 
letting us know you’d like to 
receive news and updates 

• Email, write, or call us with 

ideas or to share stories and 
photos 

• If you are already a 

volunteer and on facebook, 
we may send you an invitation to join a discussion group 

Our volunteers mean the world to us, as do our members who 
generously donate to support the work of data collection and 
outreach. We’d love to hear your ideas about how to make 
monitoring as safe, easy and inclusive as possible this fall. 
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Outreach in the time of COVID is difficult. 

Our world has seen a global catastrophe and collective 

experience like nothing else in current memory. So many 

people are hurting emotionally, physically, and financially while 

worldwide and national inequalities are exposed. Times are 

tough in a way some of us have not experienced ever before. 

While many of us are escaping to the outdoors in order for 

spiritual and emotional solace (and perhaps for some much 

needed exercise), group appreciation of our watershed is 

harder. How are we going to hold educational sessions? When 

will our volunteers get to work together again? Will we be able 

to hold our annual membership meeting and party? 

The truth is, probably not. And we don’t know. It’s hard to tell 

what the landscape will look like 30 days from now or 120 days 

from now. Prospects don’t look great to have a large group 

gathering at any time in the year of 2020. Maybe there is a 

place for small groups that maintain a social distance, but the 

outlook for bigger groups looks grim. 

This may be a time that SRWA needs to move to a digital 

medium, at least for the interim. We have already brought 

Kevin’s annual Amphibians of Northern Wisconsin presentation 

from the Chequamegon Bay Birding and Nature Festival to 

YouTube [check our Blog at www.superiorrivers.org to watch!]. 

But we honestly need to do more. 

So we open this question to you, dear membership: 

How do you want to interact with your watershed association 

in a socially distanced 2020? 

Do you want to try 

Zoom, Google 

Hangouts, or a 

Facebook Room? 

If an annual silent 

auction can’t be 

held at the party, 

do you want to try 

an online raffle or 

auction? Do you 

want us to hold 

educational 

webinars? 

Outreach in a time of COVID-19 is hard! What we need now 

more than ever are unique, creative, and do-able ideas for how 

to bring our community together, accomplish our goals and 

programs, and bring that information to the region. We’re 

calling on you. Help us bring what you love about us to you! 

Email us at info@superiorrivers.org with your ideas! 

Michelle Carlile—new steward of Silver Creek 

mailto:info@superiorrivers.org


Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 

❑ $35 individual membership ❑ $50 family membership 

Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add ❑ $15 ❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ Other _______    

Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE). 

 We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give 
 valuable time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also 
 extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more per year. 

❑ Please keep my donation anonymous.  
❑ I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volunteers. 
 

HOW TO JOIN:  ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org  CALL US at (715) 682-2003    

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________ 

Email ___________________ Phone ___________ ❑ Check payable to Superior Rivers. Charge: ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard 

Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)  

❑ I am also interested in being a volunteer. 
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We now have the ability to 

accept donations of stock 
and mutual funds. For 

more information, please 
contact us at 

info@superiorrivers.org. 

 

Our thanks to those who helped create this newsletter through submissions and editorial help.  

Would you like to contribute? Contact us at info@superiorrivers.org or 715-682-2003. 

“Water” you wearing?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Protect our Waters” 

T-shirt fundraiser launching late July! 
Check our Facebook or website July 17th-August 2nd for our pre-orders on RallyUp.com.  

T-shirts designed and hand printed by Three Sisters Studios arrive mid-August. 

http://www.badriverwatershed.org


Donors, new members, and renewed members since our last newsletter: Shari & Mark Eggleson, Margaret Baumgardner, David 

Stanford, David and Karen Saarinen, Charles Ray, Grace Kilbane, Sjana Schanning, Shannon Kreuser, the Lagerroos McNurlin Family, the 

Brewster Brown Family, Blair Nelson, Ruth Oppedahl, Christopher Fries, Robert Mitzner, Roy Settgas, Carol Eloranta, Terry Anderson, 

Lake Superior Lather, George and Anna Magnin, Diana and Kelly Randolph, Jack and Mary Wichita, Kurt and Laurie Schmude, Steven and 

Jean Yoshikane, Tana Turonie, Robert Christie, Denise Charlemann and Bob Cochrane, Mark and Megan Perrine, Darlene and Richard 

Charboneau, Jim and Mimi Crandall, Kim Bro and Becky Brown, Joan and David Weber, Linda Jorgenson and Jack Gunderson, Craig 

Shanks, Jim and Ruth Brennan, Julie and Charly Buckles, Christopher Fries, Naomi Tillison, and thank you to our anonymous donors and 

anonymous Facebook Fundraiser contributors! 

Current business members: 

 

 

Volunteers: Sharon Anthony, Melis Arik, Joel Austin, Lana Bean, Bill Bland, Kevin Brewster, Jake Brown, Michelle Carlile, Darlene 

Charboneau, Rick Charboneau, Jim Crandall, Mimi Crandall, Val Damstra, Scott Davis, Jo Davis, Jeran Delain, Pam Dryer, Joan Elias, Alex 

Faber, Abi Fergus, Michael Fetter, Goal Gass, Larry Hopkins, Eric Houle, Matthew Hudson, Deirdre Jordan, Tony Janisch, Stephanie Julian, 

Grace Kilbane, Joyce Kiel, Rolland Kiel, Kate Kitchell, Karin Kozie, Tricia Kuluvar, Nancy Larson, Garion Leamon, Jim MacCartney, Colleen 

Matula, Gus McLelland, Jeff Musselman, Emilia Nelson, Sarah Nevins, Phil Norrgard, Amy Nosal, Tim Oksiuta, Axel Peterman, Mark 

Peterson, Marba Pogue, Bob Rice, Bobbi Rongstad, Bill Route, Clayton Russell, Reed Saam, Steve Sandstrom, Hector Santiago, Willa 

Sauter-Sargent, Lake Sauter-Sargent, Andrew Sauter-Sargent, Jennifer Sauter-Sargent, Sjana Schanning, Kevin Schanning, Laura Scotford, 

Kevin Seefeldt, Roy Settgas, Suzi Smith, Kelli Sorensen, April Stone Dahl, Allissa Stutte, CAT Techtmann, Barb Tellier, Bob Traczyk, 

Meghan Salmon-Tumas, Jane Weber, Kathy Wendling, Mark Wendling, Michele Wheeler, Dawn White, Laurence Wiland, Dan Wilczek, 

Zach Wilson. 

Funders: Patagonia, Duluth Superior Area Community Fund: Apostle Islands Area Community Fund; Four Cedars Fund; Biodiversity Fund, 

NOAA B-WET, NOAA SEA Grant, USFS GLRI, and USFWS National Fish Passage Partnership. 
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$One for the Water 

Superior Rivers’ “$One for the Water” plaques are on 

display at Solstice Outdoors in Ashland and the Tin Tap 

House at Delta Diner in Delta. These businesses have 

generously agreed to display these plaques proudly with a 

donation jar for patrons to chip in “one for the water” at 

their leisure.  

 

Be sure to check these out when you’re in the area. More 

local business supporters will be adding “$One for the 

Water” plaques soon! 

We’re getting new membership software!  

You should receive an email soon confirming your membership status, expiration date, and more. We’re excited 

that this new software through Join It will help you be able to track your membership with Superior Rivers. 

White River Citizen Involve-

ment Committee, Inc. 
Galilee Lake Association 



 

Where in the Watershed? 
 

Does this scene look familiar to you? 

If you can identify this place, your name will go into a hat 

and the winner will be drawn from all correct answers. 

The winner will  receive a special prize. Email your answer 

and contact information to info@superiorrivers.org by  

August 15. The winner will be contacted by email or 

phone and announced on our facebook page. 
 

Watch for different locations in future editions of          

Watershed Waves!  
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 Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Summer 2020 Edition 
Our Spring 2020 Edition of the quarterly newsletter did not run while our office has been coping with the 

changes of COVID-19 and while we hired a new Executive Director (more inside!) 

Connecting People, Land and Water 


