
In December, Governor Scott Walker signed 

legislation that lifted what was effectively a 

moratorium on sulfide ore body metal mining in 

Wisconsin. The state law, known as the “Prove it 

First” law, required sulfide mining applicants to 

prove that there have been similar mines in North 

America that have operated and closed without 

polluting.  

The new legislation will go into effect six months 

from its signing. This will be an issue to watch, as 

Wisconsin communities may face new sulfide 

mining proposals in the wake of the lifting of 

“Prove it First.” Raj Shukla, River Alliance of 

Wisconsin's executive director, was quoted in a 

December 11 press release stating, “The River 
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Lifting Wisconsin’s Prove it First Law 

If you’re reading this newsletter, chances are you 

support the work we do, whether you have 

invested time, money, or simply interest in our 

organization. This year marked our fifteenth 

anniversary, and what better a way to celebrate 

than to honor all of you who have helped keep our 

mission alive?  

2017 harmoniously melded our past with the 

future, as we 

forge ahead with 

a new name and 

expanded 

service area, and 

many of our 

original 

members and 

volunteers 

working alongside new ones. This year also 

marked the completion of a large restoration 

project on the Marengo River. We celebrated 

where we’ve come from and where we are going at 

our 15th Anniversary party in August, where we 

unveiled our new name. 

We are so proud of the 96 people who have 

volunteered their time, diverse skills and expertise 

this year. Our 2017 volunteers have donated a 

combined 520 hours of service. 

Please check 

out the names 

of our 

volunteers on 

page 4 and, if 

you see them 

out in the 

community, 

Alliance of Wisconsin will be there to support 

municipalities that must contend with money and 

power of multi-national corporations and state 

officials who refuse to listen.” Read the full press 

release at http://www.thewheelerreport.com/

wheeler_docs/files/1211rawi.pdf. 

Pictured: the Flambeau 

Mine near Ladysmith, 

1997. This open-pit 

copper and gold sulfide 

mine was permitted 

under the “Prove it 

First” law. Photo from 

Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources, http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/mines/

flambeau.html. 
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Mission  

The mission of the 

Superior Rivers 

Watershed Association is 

to promote and protect 

clean water resources in 

Wisconsin's Lake Superior 

basin.  

 

Vision  

We envision a future 

where citizens are 

stewards of their 

watershed. 

 

Values  

Our work is guided by our 

belief in and commitment 

to: 

 Expanding Scientific 
Understanding 

 Engaging Citizens 

 Informed Decision-
making 

 Collaborative Efforts 

 
 

Thank You continued 

thank them for their work. They have 

donned waders and collected vital 

data on the health of our waterways in 

all kinds of weather. They have helped 

guide the organization by serving on 

the board of directors or a committee. 

They have helped communicate 

important information about our 

natural resources to the community 

by speaking at events, writing stories, taking pictures and creating outreach 

materials. They have helped build a beautiful new website 

(superiorrivers.org), and have worked to raise the funds needed to supply 

staff and volunteers with equipment to continue their work. 

We survive on the generosity of our members, and are so grateful for the 326 

individuals and families that make up our membership. You are always 

there, ensuring the continuation of our programs.  

We see your dedication to the land, water, and the beings who reside there.  

As the sun sets on 2017, we thank you! We can’t wait to see what next year 

will bring. 

 



Hats, t-shirts and bumper stickers featuring the Superior Rivers Watershed Association logo are 

still available! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 

 $35 individual membership  $50 family membership 

Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add  $15  $50  $100  Other _______    

Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE). 

*We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable 
time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend mem-
bership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more per year. 

 Please keep my donation anonymous.  
 I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volunteers. 
 

HOW TO JOIN:  ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org  CALL US at (715) 682-2003    

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________ 

Email ___________________ Phone ___________  Check payable to Superior Rivers. Charge:  VISA  MasterCard 

Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)  

 I am also interested in being a volunteer. 
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A new way to give... 

We now have the ability to 

accept donations of stock 
and mutual funds. For 

more information, please 
contact us at 

janisch@superiorrivers.org. 

Blue Tee $15 

Red Tee $15 

Hat $15 

(charcoal) 
Bumper Sticker $2 

approx. 7.5” x 4” 

Women’s Tee $15 

(charcoal) 

T-shirts are Gildan Softstyle. Sizes are 

unisex, except the Women’s Tee. 

Hellgrammite Tee $15 

Designed by local 

artist Sarah Nevins. 

 

back 

image 
To order/purchase: 

 Mail a check to: 

 Superior Rivers 

     PO Box 875 

     Ashland, WI 54806 

Include item size/quantity and your shipping address. Add $10 shipping to any order 

containing one or more hat or shirt. 

 Order online at superiorrivers.org/membership, then email size/quantity details and 

shipping address to info@superiorrivers.org. Add $10 shipping to any order         

containing one or more hat or shirt. 

 Visit our office at 101 West Main Street, Suite 204 in Ashland.  

http://www.badriverwatershed.org


 

Where in the Watershed? 
 

Does this scene look familiar to you? 

If you can identify this place, your name will go into a hat and the 

winner will be drawn from all correct answers.  The winner will 

receive a special prize.  Email your answer and contact                

information to info@superiorrivers.org by February 1, 2018.                   

The winner will be contacted by email or phone and announced on 

our facebook page. 
 

Watch for different locations in future editions of  Watershed 

Waves!  

Connecting People, Land and Water 

THANK YOU Donors:  Alfred & Jacquelyn Anderson, Mike & Jo Bailey, Jane Barnett, Margaret Baumgardner 

"In Memory of Steve Baumgardner,”  Irene Blakely, Jeff & Emily Blodgett, Dane & Paula Bonk, Ruth & Jim 

Brennan, Mariana Brewster-Brown, Darlene & Richard Charboneau, Jim & Mimi Crandall, Robert Croll, Karen 

& Michael Crowell, Dorine Damm & Bryan Johnson, Val & Ricky Damstra, Ann Demorest, Shari & Mark 

Eggleson Family, Joan Elias, Ulf Gafvert & Pat Juett, John & Lynn Gransee, Susan Hedman, Susan Hedman, 

Anne & John Helgeson, Tim & Cheryl Hicks, Beth Horning & Ralph McCall, Greggory Jennings, Dale Jerome, 

Sue & Edward Korleski, Carl & Jean Kubley, Nancy Larson & John Spangberg, Tod Maclay, Michael McKenna 

& Lea Rolfsen, Jim & Teresa Mead, Jeff & Vicki Musselman, Northern Native Plantscapes, Dave Olson & 

Kathryn Grafsgaard, John Olson & Julie VanStappen, Tom & Sheila Ossowski, PayPal Giving Fund, Mark & 

Megan Perrine, Joy & Jim Perry, Sheree Peterson, Bruce & Joleen Prentice, Karl Rohlich, Bobbi Rongstad & 

Tom Podlesny, Patricia & Michael Rose, William Route & Karin Kozie, Clayton Russell & Kathleen Adee, David 

& Karen Saarinen, Andrew & Jennifer Sauter Sargent, Kurt & Laurie Schmude, Kevin Schram & Ellie Williams, 

Daniel & Elizabeth Scudder, John & Martha Stoltenberg, Gail & Thomas Syverud, Marshall Taylor, Cathy 

Techtmann, Jane Thimke, Bob & Marcia Traczyk, Trieschmann Foundation, Kathy Trochlell, Julia Waggoner, 

Tony & Jean Wallner, Mark & Kathy Wendling, Kelly & Cal Westlund, Jack & Mary Wichita, Steven & Jean 

Yoshikane, and Anonymous Donors. 

THANK YOU 2017 Volunteers: Alexandra Prediger, Allie Raven , Ana Tochterman, Andrew Sauter Sargent, 

Ann Bowker, April Stone, Barb Murphy. Barb Tellier, Bob Traczyk, Bobbi Rongstad, Bruce Prentice, Cassie 

McCrow, Cathy Techtmann, Christina Strom, Colene Lee, Dan Wilczek, Darlene Charboneau, Dave Olson, 

David Rekemeyer, David Saarinen, David Saetre, Dawn White, Denise Ciebien, Eric Ellason, Flora Lake, 

Gabrielle VanBergen, Greggory Jennings, Gus McCutcheon, Jack Solbrig, Jake Brown, Jane Weber, Janette 

Christy, Janice Nelson, Jeff Musselman, Jo Bailey, Joan Elias, Joel Austin, John Murphy, Joyce Kiel, Karen 

Saarinen, Karin Kozie, Kathryn Grafsgaard, Kathy Wendling, Kelly Westlund, Kevin Schanning, Kevin 

Seefeldt, Kimberly Sturm, Kristin Liphart, Laurence Wiland, Madelaine Rekemeyer, Marba Pogue, Mark 

Dryer , Mark Eggleson, Mark Lake, Mark Wendling, Mary Gruhl, Matt Hudson, Melissa Helman, Michele 

Wheeler, Michelle Carlile, Mike Fetter, Mike Fiorio, Mike Mlynarek, Monie Shackelford, Nancy Larson, 

Naomi Tillison, Nicole Strong, Pam Dryer, Pam Roberts, Paul Tikusis, Rachel Coughtry, Ricardo Bowker, Rich 

Pogue, Richard Charboneau, Rick Emanuel, Roger Aiken, Roland Wolff, Rolland Kiel, Ron Kwasny, Ron 

Nemec, Roy Settgas, Sam Atkins, Shari Eggleson, Sharon Anthony, Sjana Schanning, Steve Sandstrom, Sue 

Korleski, Susan Smith, Terry Christy, Tom Erickson, Tom Podlesny, Tony Wallner, Valerie Olinik-Damstra, 

Willa Sauter Sargent, Xander Waters, and Zach Wilson. 


