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The Newsletter of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Superior Rivers Receives Grants for Fish Passage Restoration and Water Quality Monitoring
We are excited to announce that we have been
chosen to receive a grant for $63,000 from the
US Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Fish
Passage Program for a road/stream crossing
restoration project on an important brook trout
stream.
The grant will fund the design and restoration of
the Hwy. 169 crossing of Gehrman Creek in
Ashland County. This project will likely be
completed in 2019-stay tuned for updates!
We also recently received two grants from the
Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation
(DSACF). The Four Cedars Environmental Fund
awarded us $4,737 to support our volunteer
monitoring efforts, allowing the purchase of
additional waders and monitoring kits for our
growing group of volunteers. The grant will also
help fund outreach events and materials.

Fund awarded us $2,500 for ongoing monitoring
efforts and staff training.
These funds come at a good time, as we approach
fall macroinvertebrate monitoring. With our
recently expanded
service area and new
citizen scientist
volunteers, we’ll need
additional equipment
and also will be
traveling for training
and outreach events.
If you’re interested in
signing up for volunteer
monitoring, please
contact us. Information
about our upcoming macroinvertebrate
monitoring season can be found on page 6.

The Dave Olson and Kathryn Grafsgaard Family

You’re invited…
Bring your friends and family
and join us for our Annual
Meeting!
September 22, 2018
Prentice Park, 517 Turner Rd,
Ashland
2:00—5:00 p.m.

Raffle!
Snacks!
Kids’ Activities!
Updates!
Presentation of Karen
Danielsen Outstanding
Stewardship Award!

All are welcome to
this FREE event.

Connecting People, Land and Water

Morning Haze on Chequamegon Bay—Washburn, WI.
Photo credit: Mariana Brewster-Brown

Mission
The mission of the
Superior Rivers
Watershed Association is
to promote and protect
clean water resources in

Forest Service Funding Helps Connect Kids to the Watershed
We began two initiatives this year that
foster a sense of place and connect
youth to the forest lands and Lake
Superior.
Kids Paddle Forest to Lake

Wisconsin's Lake Superior
basin.

Growing the Next Generation of
Forest and Steward

Vision
We envision a future
where citizens are
stewards of their
watershed.
Values
Our work is guided by our
belief in and commitment
to:






Expanding Scientific
Understanding
Engaging Citizens
Informed Decisionmaking
Collaborative Efforts

www.superiorrivers.org

and historic and current resource
management practices, and
investigate water quality. Working
with the Northern Great Lakes Visitor
Center and UW-Extension, this
program is funded through the USFS
Youth Engagement Fund.

Many of the streams and rivers that
flow into Chequamegon Bay have their
origins in the national forest. Afloat on
kayaks and using Fish Creek Estuary as
an on-the-water classroom, we discuss
the connection of forests to the lake

This spring,
SRWA began a
two-year
project with
the WI-DNR
and the School
Districts of
South Shore
and Washburn.
With funding
from the US
Forest Service
– Great Lakes Restoration Initiative,
we are planting 356 acres with mixed
conifers to improve coastal wetland
habitat and reduce overland flow
during rain events. These plantings will
occur on DNR land at Fourmile Creek
in the Sioux River watershed
(Washburn) and Lost Creek Bog
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(Cornucopia). In total, 320,000 trees will
be planted including white pine, red
pine, hemlock, white cedar and white
spruce. While most of the work will be
contracted out, students will plant four
to six acres at each site. Aside from
providing stewardship to the landscape,
students will develop informational
signage at each site and have the
opportunity to learn from area forest
managers.
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Superior Rivers Welcomes New Rivers2Lake Education Mentor and Intern
We are pleased to welcome Melissa
Kjelvik as our new Education Mentor
through the Rivers2Lake Education
Program.
Melissa has
been actively
working with
teachers since
2008 to find
practical and
exciting ways
to bring
authentic learning experiences into
classrooms through the integration of
scientific practices. Melissa is a
co-founder of the Data Nuggets K-16
educational resource program that
strives to increase students’ quantitative
reasoning abilities by using real data
from exciting and relevant contemporary
research.
Melissa received a B.S. from Northland
College in Natural Resources: Fisheries
and Wildlife Management, and a Ph.D.
from Michigan State University in
Zoology and Ecology, Evolutionary
Biology, and Behavior. Her dissertation
research examined the ecological
consequences of individual differences in
foraging boldness in juvenile bluegill
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sunfish, with an emphasis on the
importance of studying interactions
between ecology and behavior in field
settings. She is excited to be back in the
Chequamegon Bay area and looks
forward to combining her experience
with local natural resources agencies and
place-based environmental education
projects through the Rivers2Lake
program.
We are also excited to welcome Michael
Schwerin as Rivers2Lake Intern. Michael
is currently attending Northland College
for a major in elementary education and
a minor in science and outdoor
education. He has worked in Alaska and
Patagonia, Chile, teaching leadership and
environmental studies curricula through
experiential education for the National
Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS).
Michael enjoys travel, wilderness
expeditions, fishing, hunting, canoeing,
kayaking, and biking with his family and
friends. He lives in Bayfield, Wisconsin,
with his wife, 10-year old son, and fiveyear old daughter. He hopes to build a
compassionate and safe learning
environment that fosters a deeper sense
of place, excitement for learning, and a
stewardship ethic within his students.
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By Kevin Brewster
Restoration Project Update
By Kevin Brewster
In June, a series of powerful thunderstorms swept
through northern Minnesota, northwest Wisconsin
and Michigan’s UP, strongly resembling the storm
event that brought our region’s disastrous July
2016 flooding. This time, the majority of local
damage occurred in the western and southern
parts of SRWA’s service area, mostly affecting the
townships of Delta, Grandview, and Mason.
Numerous culverts washed out and significant
road flooding was reported, including loss of the
Fish Creek/Highway 2 crossing west of Ashland,
and miles of flooding along Hwy. 63 south of the
Bibon Swamp. Fortunately, no damage to any of
the SRWA’s restored culverts was reported or
observed by staff after the flooding subsided. Our
recent river bank restoration on the Marengo
River, which is in the very early stages of
developing vegetative cover, didn’t fare quite as
well, suffering some severe erosion damage from
12” of local rainfall.
The good news is
that the stream
bank
stabilization
structure did its
job, holding the
river bank
together against
some very high
water levels.
Town of Lincoln
road crew staff
observed that if
the bank
stabilization
work hadn’t
been completed last year, this recent high-flow
event would likely have completely collapsed the
river bank, closing E. Altamont Rd. indefinitely.
The project structure has been effective in creating
river current eddy zones which have stopped
severe erosion at the bank edge (or “toe”) and
www.superiorrivers.org

provided sheltering habitat for young fish. This
slowing of current flow in turn is allowing
sediment deposition that is gradually
repositioning the channel further from the bank.
SRWA, Town of Lincoln, and volunteers from
Friends of the Lincoln Community Forest
collaborated in
mid-July to
repair the
erosion damage
by replacing 60
cubic yards of
lost bank fill
material. The
soil has been
reseeded and
the area has
since grown back nicely. Our thanks to Pam Dryer,
Teri Isaac, Margaret Jackson, and Dan Vaillancourt
for helping out with this repair work.

Above: Erosion following June 2018 heavy rainfall.
Below: Vegetation cover several weeks after repairs.
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In other restoration news, the Ashland County
Highway Dept. completed two fish passage barrier
removal projects for SRWA in August. The culvert
replacements occurred at
the Camp Four Creek
crossings of Hwy. 169 and
Fisher Rd. in Morse
Township. The project
reconnects just under
three miles of high-quality
brook trout habitat. The
map image (right) shows

the catchment
through which the
two old culverts
were impeding fish
passage due to
having outlets too
high above the
creek channel
surface. This work
was funded through
a grant from the US-Fish & Wildlife Service's
National Fish Passage Program.

Wood Turtle Nest Site Protection
By Kevin Brewster
Nest predation rates on all species of turtles have
increased steadily over the last 50 years in
Wisconsin. The biggest culprits have been
raccoons, but skunks, coyotes, and other animals
play a role as well. Turtles For Tomorrow, a
Madison-based nonprofit founded by turtle
conservationist Bob Hay, has set out on an
ambitious course to help recover turtle
populations-with a special emphasis on the
declining wood turtle-by improving nesting
success
through
prevention of
nest predation
at critical
protected
nesting areas
around the
state. Turtles
for Tomorrow
Photo credit: Bob Hay.
now has 24
solar-powered electric fence-protected sites
established in nine counties, mostly in the
northern Wisconsin, but also a few in southern
counties. Most of these sites are on WDNR and USForest Service lands, but they are also springing up
on privately held properties as well. Three
protected nesting sites have been established in
SRWA’s service area-two on the Marengo River
under the care of Friends of the Lincoln
Community Forest, and another on private
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property near the White River. Although it can
take a season or two for turtles to trust a new
nesting site and begin using it, the three sites in
our area are beginning to see use. A nesting site
constructed just last year had at least four turtles
immediately using it, and at least two turtles
nesting on it last June. This is very encouraging
considering that the heavy rainfall like that seen
last June can strongly inhibit nesting activity.
In June, volunteers from Friends of the Lincoln
Community Forest and Turtles for Tomorrow staff
repaired one of the Marengo River nesting sites
that had been
damaged by
recent
flooding (left).
It is so great
to see this
level of local
interest and
concern for
our area’s
turtle
populations.
Local awareness of the challenges facing turtle
species is clearly growing. I recently stopped to
help a snapping turtle cross a highway, but before
I could reach it, another motorist stopped, jumped
out and rescued it. Having to compete to rescue a
turtle is hopeful sign indeed! We need to continue
to step up. With the current rolling back of state
and federal protections for many species, this is a
critical time for our turtles and many other
species of wildlife.
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Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership.
 $35 individual membership  $50 family membership
Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add  $15  $50  $100  Other _______
Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE).
*We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable
time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more per year.

 Please keep my donation anonymous.
 I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volunteers.
HOW TO JOIN: ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org CALL US at (715) 682-2003
USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806
Name _____________________________________________________________

A new way to give...
We now have the ability to
accept donations of stock
and mutual funds. For
more information, please
contact us at
janisch@superiorrivers.org.

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________
Email ___________________ Phone ___________  Check payable to Superior Rivers. Charge:  VISA  MasterCard
Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)
 I am also interested in being a volunteer.
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THANK YOU Donors: Richard & Valla Allen, David & Terri Bahe, Mary Bard, Jeff & Emily Blodgett, Dane
& Paula Bonk, Jim & Ruth Brennan, Kevin Brewster, Brewster Brown Family, Brickyard Creek
Condominium Association, Jeff Cate, Mary Ann Churchill, Jim & Mimi Crandall, Ricky & Valerie Damstra,
Ann Demorest, Eric & Anna Ellason, Michael Fetter, Tom Fitz, Galilee Lake Association, Stephen Geiger &
Jennifer Hewitt, Jack & Anne Helgeson, Iron County Land and Water Conservation Dept., Linda Jorgenson
& Jack Gunderson, Rolland & Joyce Kiel, Joel & Elizabeth Kolling, Carl & Jean Kubley, Angela Larson, Tod
Maclay, Tom Murtha & Stefanie Lenway, Northern Native Plantscapes, Dave Olson & Kathryn Grafsgaard,
Tom & Sheila Ossowski, Mark & Megan Perrine, Sheree Peterson, Mark & Erica Peterson, Sheree
Peterson, Bruce & Joleen Prentice, Patricia and Michael Rose. Kathleen Russell, Aistis & Meghan Salmon
Tumas, Sauter Sargent Family, Kevin & Sjana Schanning, Betty & Bill Schell, Robert Schlack, Carolyn
Sneed, Gail Syverud, Marshall Taylor, Barb Tellier, Matthew Theroux & Barbara Heqet, Julia Waggoner,
Tony & Jean Wallner, Mary Sue Waxler, Joan & David Weber, Jack & Mary Wichita, Keith Wright, Louis &
Kathy Wuest, and Steven and Jean Yoshikane.
THANK YOU Volunteers: Sharon Anthony, Sam Atkins, Joel Austin, Jake Brown, Michelle Carlile, Darlene
Charboneau, Rick Charboneau, Denise Ciebien, Rachel Coughtry, Avantika D'Cruz, Mark Dryer, Pam
Dryer, Mark Eggleson, Shari Eggleson, Joan Elias, Eric Ellason, Tom Erickson, Michael Fetter, Mike
Fiorio, Mary Gruhl, Larry Hopkins, Matt Hudson, Joyce Kiel, Rolland Kiel, Al Kirschbaum, Karin Kozie,
Nancy Larson, Kristin Liphart, Gus McLelland, John Murphy, Jeff Musselman, Ron Nemec, Tim Oksiuta,
Dave Olson, Tom Podlesny, Marba Pogue, Rich Pogue, Bruce Prentice, Allie Raven, Bob Rice, Bobbi
Rongstad, Karen Saarinen, David Saarinen, Meghan Salmon Tumas, Steve Sandstrom, Andrew Sauter
Sargent, Lake Sauter Sargent, Jennifer Sauter Sargent, Willa Sauter Sargent, Sjana Schanning, Stephen
Schram, Nathanael Secor, Roy Settgas, Ramona Shackleford , Suzi Smith, South Shore School, April Stone,
Jessica Strand, Christina Strom, Haydn Suske, Kim Suske, Cathy Techtmann, Barb Tellier, Naomi Tillison,
Ana Tochterman, Bob Traczyk, Gabrielle VanBergen, Tony Wallner, Jane Weber, Kathy Wendling, Mark
Wendling, Kelly Westlund, Michele Wheeler, Dawn White, Laurence Wiland, Dan Wilczek, Zach Wilson,
and Roland Wolff.
THANK YOU Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation (Dave Olson and Kathyrn
Graafsgard Family Fund, Four Cedars Environmental Fund), James E. Dutton Foundation, NOAA B-WET,
Patagonia World Trout Initiative, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Fish Passage Program, U.S. Forest Service
GLRI, and Wisconsin DNR Citizen Based Monitoring Partnership Program.

Left: Sustainable Stewardship! Joel Austin has pedaled to his water quality monitoring site for years! Right: This Spring’s Adopt-a-Hwy
Clean-up crew.
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Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Summer 2018 Edition
Get your Watershed Waves via email.
If you would prefer to get your newsletter in electronic format, please send a message with that request to: info@superiorriversorg

Where in the Watershed?
Does this scene look familiar to you?
If you can identify this place, your name will go into a
hat and the winner will be drawn from all correct answers. The winner will receive a special prize. Email
your answer and contact nformation to
info@superiorrivers.org by October 31.
The winner will be contacted by email or phone and
announced on our facebook page.
Watch for different locations in future editions of
Watershed Waves!

Photo credit: Bob Rice
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