
 

Connecting People, Land and Water 

All are welcome! Free, family-friendly event.  

Potluck 

Bring a dish to pass if you are able. Light snacks and hors d'oeuvres are best!  

Silent Auction                Cash Bar  

Updates on Superior Rivers Watershed Association 

Presentation of                                                                                       
2019 Karen Danielsen Outstanding Stewardship Award 

 

Harbor View Event Center is located at: 

130 Harborview Drive 

Washburn, WI 54891 

Fall 2019 Edition  

The Newsletter of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association 



Mission  

The mission of the 

Superior Rivers 

Watershed Association is 

to promote and protect 

clean water resources in 

Wisconsin's Lake Superior 

basin.  

Vision  

We envision a future 

where citizens are 

stewards of their 

watershed. 

Values  

Our work is guided by our 

belief in and commitment 

to: 

 Expanding Scientific 
Understanding 

 Engaging Citizens 

 Informed Decision-
making 

 Collaborative Efforts 
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Lean, willing, and able! 

A note from the Board of Directors 

Over our 18-year history, the Superior 

Rivers Watershed Association (SRWA) 

has had its ups and downs, but has 

always remained committed to the 

mission of protecting clean water 

resources in Wisconsin’s Lake Superior 

basin – and we have a successful track 

record. 

As with many small nonprofits, 

however, we regularly face financial 

challenges. Cash flow is always a 

concern; even with large grants “in the 

bank” it takes the right mix of funding 

sources to provide wages, office space, 

and other essentials. For example, 

most grants do not allow awarded 

funds to be used for things like rent. 

Having the cash flow to sustain staff 

salaries can be challenging. 

Over the past nine months we have 

taken difficult but necessary steps to 

stabilize the organization in the face of 

some unusual financial challenges. We 

reduced monthly expenditures by 

moving from three near-full-time staff 

to two part-time staff, moved to a 

smaller office, and minimized other 

financial obligations. 

These moves of course have reduced 

the capacity of paid staff to respond to 

all the opportunities out there that 

speak to our mission. Nonetheless, 

with current staff and volunteers, we 

are fulfilling our core strategy of 

monitoring water quality throughout 

the watershed. We are meeting all 

obligations on a number of important 

projects, which include: 

·      culvert replacements in Ashland 

and Iron counties; 

·      tree planting in two watersheds on 

the Bayfield Peninsula; 

·      employment of interns to teach 

high school students about watershed 

stewardship for the 2019-20 school 

year; and 

·      helping coordinate a regional high 

school science symposium. 

In addition, we are working on grant 

proposals to replace several culverts in 

the White River watershed.  

In summary, we are financially stable, 

have two very skilled and dedicated 

part-time staff, have an active base of 
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community leaders and policy makers.  

·      We would like to form a volunteer 

“speakers bureau” to address requests 

we receive to speak at schools or events 

that paid staff can’t always attend. 

Volunteers willing to give a couple hours 

of their time in this way would help keep 

our organization visible and responsive 

to community needs.  

·      We occasionally need help with 

information tech. Our website needs 

updating, and we could also use help 

with things like software updates and 

virus protection. If you have computer 

skills, consider lending a hand. 

·      Grant writing is an important 

component of our fundraising strategy. If 

you have grant writing experience and 

wish to help out, please let us know. 

·      Perhaps most importantly, we need 

to keep our Board of Directors and 

committees vibrant and active. We 

currently have six Board members and 

three standing committees (Finance, 

Programs, and Fundraising). We would 

like to have seven to nine Board 

members and could use additional 

leadership and active members on 

committees. Please consider joining us.  

The natural beauty of the region is 

important to all of us who live or 

vacation here. Clean water is the very 

foundation of what makes this place so 

special. Please consider taking the next 

step to become a steward of this 

resource. All you need is the interest – 

we would love to work with you to find 

the best way to put your interest into 

action. Please give us a call at 715-682-

2003 or send an email to 

mariana@superiorrivers.org. 

78 volunteers, and have a dedicated six-

member Board of Directors. This year 

we will celebrate our 18th year as a 501

(3c) nonprofit (one of the longest 

running in the region) with a 

membership gathering on Sunday, 

October 13th from 1-3 p.m. at the 

Harbor View Convention Center, 

Washburn. Please come join us! See flyer 

on front page for details. 

There are things we cannot do without 

your support. This organization has been 

at its strongest when our community has 

stepped up in the face of environmental 

challenges like damaging floods, CAFOs, 

and open-pit mining. Yet, there are more 

subtle and widespread emerging threats 

to our watersheds. As pointed out in a 

recent Wiscontext article, SRWA and 

other local nonprofits play an important 

role in implementing collaborative 

efforts to make our watersheds more 

resilient to increasing flood events. We 

serve a vital role, often as the financial 

steward, to “make projects happen on 

the ground” with grant funds from state 

and federal partners. We wouldn’t be 

able to do this without your financial 

support in membership dues and 

donations that keeps the lights on, pays 

the rent, and so much more.  

Beyond funding, we need volunteer 

energy to help with these important 

things: 

·      To continue our long-running water 

quality monitoring program, we need 

current volunteers to stay active, and we 

would love to monitor more streams 

with new volunteers. Volunteers are the 

core of our organization. We need you!  

·      We need volunteers to help 

summarize our water quality data, 

making it more useful and accessible to 



In 2017, SRWA received a $162,000 grant award 

from the US-Forest Service and Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative to support an ambitious tree 

planting and environmental education program for 

local students. To date, nearly 250,000 tree seedlings 

have been planted. Seedlings have been donated by 

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

(WDNR) as a 

matching 

contribution 

to the grant 

award.  

Planting took 

place on 120 

acres of the 

Fourmile 

Creek unit of the South 

Shore Lake Superior Fish 

and Wildlife Area near 

Washburn, and on 56 

acres of the Lost Creek 

State Natural Area near 

Cornucopia. Tree species 

include red and white 

pine, northern white 

cedar, hemlock, and white 

spruce. Washburn DNR 

Ranger Station forestry 

staff Joseph LeBouton, 

Kara Oikarinen, and Tom 

Piikkila oversaw planting operations, with Kevin 

Brewster assisting in seedling density plot surveys. 

Superior Forestry Service was the planting 

contractor.  

Planting activities will continue over the next year. 

We will again be partnering with Washburn Ranger 

Station WDNR staff. Planning is underway to 

continue the educational component of the project, 

involving classroom visits to discuss forestry and the 

beneficial role of forests in slowing the flow of runoff 

and reducing erosion.  

Brewster and LeBouton, in collaboration with Heart 

Graphics, designed an interpretive sign (below) that 

will soon appear at the planting sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project is proving once again what great 

collaboration is possible here in the Bay Area. This 

partnership demonstrates how federal and state 

agencies and local community-based nonprofits can 

help keep this special place healthy and green for 

future generations! 

 

We are now actively recruiting volunteers for Fall 

Macroinvertebrate Monitoring efforts. Volunteers 

are welcome to sign up for any of the following 

activities: 

Group Training Sessions                               

Wednesday, October 16, 5:00 p.m.— 7:00 p.m. 

Prentice Park Pavilion, Ashland, WI 

Saturday, October 19, 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Kimball Falls Town Park, Kimball, WI 

Monitoring Season—October 16-30 

Lab ID Sessions                                                    

Saturday, November 2, 9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 6, 5:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

Northland College, Ashland 

To sign up or learn more, please contact us at 715-

682-2003 or mariana@superiorrivers.org. 

Cooperative Tree Planting Project Update 

Tree planting during    

June 2019 

White Spruce seedling 

Fall Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Schedule 
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The Enbridge Line 5 pipeline is a 66-year-old crude oil 

and propane pipeline that crosses four major 

watersheds and Bad River tribal lands in the SRWA 

service area. Running from Canada to eastern 

Michigan, the line carries approximately 23 million 

gallons of crude oil and propane daily. 

In July, the Bad River tribal community filed a federal 

lawsuit seeking removal of the pipeline from their 

reservation, arguing that the pipeline lease expired in 

2013 and that continued use of the pipeline after 

non-renewal of the lease in 2017 was illegal. The suit 

pointed out that a section of the Bad River has 

migrated over 200 feet towards the pipeline since its 

installation. Concern has grown as another section of 

the pipeline was recently discovered to be 

unsupported and exposed to the elements. The 

possibility of an oil spill in the Bad River watershed 

poses a grave threat to river, slough, and lake 

ecosystems, and threatens tribal wild rice, fish, and 

other resources. In the Great Lake region in general, 

the pipeline’s age and location in extensive 

environmentally sensitive areas across the southern 

Lake Superior basin and Straits of Mackinac has 

drawn growing criticism of its continued operation. 

Enbridge is currently exploring an alternate route 

around the reservation, which would cross a large 

number of creeks and drainages in the White, Lower 

Enbridge Line 5 Reroute Being Considered Bad, Marengo, Tyler Forks, and Potato River 

watersheds. 

If a new route outside the reservation were to be 

established, we would want to be sure that our water 

quality monitoring is occurring in the areas of impact. 

We will continue to follow this story as it develops. 

Approximate pipeline route is shown in red, watershed 

boundaries are white, and Bad River tribal lands are   

delineated by the light blue line. 

Culvert Restoration on Gehrman Creek 

SRWA partnered with the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service and the Ashland County Highway 

Department to reconnect 4.7 miles of high quality 

brook trout habitat on Gehrman Creek in Morse 

Township in July. The culvert improvement took 

place where the creek crosses State Hwy. 169.  

The old culvert had become a barrier to fish passage 

due to its outlet being too high above the stream 

surface to allow fish to migrate upstream, and it was 

undersized for handling flow increases and flooding 

threats experienced in the area in recent years. 

SRWA conducted a study of culvert survival after the 

2016 flood disaster, and found that stream crossings 

over seven feet above the stream surface were 

dramatically more prone to washing out during 

extreme flow events due to pressure of water 

backed up against roadbeds.  

In a situation such as the Gehrman Creek crossing, 

where culvert size is limited due to the amount of 

available culvert bury depth and required minimum 

roadbed cover above the culvert, either multiple 

pipes can be installed, which can create maintenance 

problems with sediment and debris buildup, or a 

smaller, single pipe with a preferred arch 

configuration that improves fish passage can be 

installed. The site is then designed to withstand 

flooding over the top of the road through bank 

contouring and extensive armoring of the banks with 

rock. This design was selected for Gehrman Creek, 

allowing a more fish-friendly yet still flood resilient 

crossing to be installed. This project was made 

possible by a 2018 National Fish Passage Partnership 

grant of over $63,000 to SRWA by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service. 
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Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership. 

 $35 individual membership  $50 family membership 

Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add  $15  $50  $100  Other _______    

Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE). 

*We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable time, and many give both! To 
celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend membership to any supporter who 
volunteers for four hours or more per year. 

 Please keep my donation anonymous.  
 I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volunteers. 
 

HOW TO JOIN:  ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org  CALL US at (715) 682-2003    

USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________ 

Email ___________________ Phone ___________  Check payable to Superior Rivers. Charge:  VISA  MasterCard 

Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)  

 I am also interested in being a volunteer. 
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We now have the ability to 

accept donations of stock 
and mutual funds. For 

more information, please 
contact us at 

info@superiorrivers.org. 

To order/purchase: 

 Mail a check to: Superior Rivers, PO Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806 

Include item size/quantity and your shipping address. Add $10 shipping. 

 Order online at superiorrivers.org/membership, then email size/quantity details and shipping address to   

info@superiorrivers.org. Add $10 shipping. 

 Visit our office at 101 West Main Street, Suite 204 in Ashland.  

Hoodie $45  
Hat $15 (Charcoal or Khaki) 

Blue Tee $15 

Hellgrammite Tee 

$15 Designed by 

local artist Sarah 

Nevins. 

back 

image 

Red Tee $15 

http://www.badriverwatershed.org


Phil Norrgard Joins Board of Directors 

We are excited to welcome Phil Norrgard to our 
Board of Directors. Phil and his wife moved to 
Washburn two years ago for retirement, eager 
to enjoy the area’s many outdoor recreational 
opportunities. The two have been members of 
numerous national conservation organizations, 
as well as local organizations such as Landmark 
Conservancy, Clean Wisconsin, and the Bayfield 
Peninsula Energy Alternatives group. 

Phil is a Life Member of Trout Unlimited, and has 
enjoyed fishing in many of the waterways 
throughout the region.  In his words, “Truly, this 
region is blessed with precious natural resources 
that deserve our attention and effort.”  

Phil has experience working with federal, state, 
and foundation grants, and is eager to bring 
those skills along with his enthusiasm for energy 
and environmental issues to the organization. 
We are grateful he chose to help SRWA, and 
look forward to working with him! 

 

2019 Donors   Roger & Sue Aiken, Richard & Valla Allen, Ron & Patty Anderson, Ashland Galilee Lake Association, Irene 
Blakely, Margaret Baumgardner “In Memory of Steve Baumgardner,” Brewster Brown Family, Brickyard Creek 
Condominium Association, David & Terri Bahe, Jo & Mike Bailey, Blue Vista Farm, Jerry & Sarah Bowker, Kim Bro & Becky 
Brown, Buckles Ray Family, Michelle Carlile, Darlene & Richard Charboneau, Donn & Ann Christensen, Robert Christie, Ulli 
Cords-Kastens, Jim & Mimi Crandall, Delta Lodge, Mark & Pam Dryer, Terry Daulton & Jeff Wilson, Robert Jr & Sondra 
Dunne Shari & Mark Eggleson, Jeff & Mardy Ehrhardt, Joan Elias, Carol Eloranta, Mike Fetter, Fiorio Wealth Advisors, 
Galilee Lake Association, Kent & Judy Goeckermann, Lynn Gransee, Judy & Dave Groh, Joseph Groshek, Jim & Beth 
Hagstrom, Helgeson Hudson Family, Jason & Sarah Holmes, Iron County Land & Water Conservation Dept, Gregg Jennings, 
Linda Jorgenson & Jack Gunderson, Tony Janisch, Madelaine Karwoski, Rolland & Joyce Kiel, Joseph J. Kravetz, Joel & 
Elizabeth Kolling, Carl & Jean Kubley, Marina Lachecki, Tibi Light, Tod Maclay, Rebecca McDowell, Michael McKenna, 
McNamara Ciembronowicz Family, Robert Mitzner, Chris Monaghan, Clair Morud & Sheila Mitchell, John & Barbara 
Murphy, Jeff & Vicki Musselman, Northern State Bank, Scott and JoAnn Norby-Davis, Carol Noth, Kim & Derek Ogle, Dave 
Olson & Kathryn Grafsgaard, Peter Ostlind, Sheree Peterson, Diana & Kelly Randolph, Ken & Darlene Raspotnik, Steve Riley, 
Karl Rohlich, Patricia & Michael Rose, Bobbi Rongstad & Tom Podlesny, Tricia Rongstad, Bill Route & Karin Kozie, Karen & 
David Saarinen, Kevin & Sjana Schanning, Matthew Schaut, Kurt & Laurie Schmude, Kevin Schram & Eleanor Williams, Sara 
& George Schultz, Carolyn Sneed, John Stoltenberg, Allissa Stutte, Bob & Pat Tammen, Barb Tellier, Matthew Theroux & 
Barbara Heqet, Jane Thimke, Laura Bethany Thomas, Ana & Brian Tochterman, Tana Turonie, Julie VanStappen & John 
Olson, Julia Waggoner, Joan & David Weber, Allison & Dan Werner, Jack and Mary Wichita, Craig & Anne Wickman, 
Laurence Wiland Family, Wild Rivers Trout Unlimited, Ned & Kathy Zuelsdorff, and Cathy Zimmerman    

Thank you to our Anonymous Donors, and the businesses and donors who have supported our $ One for the Water 
Campaign. 

THANK YOU Business Members: Blue Water Realty, Brickyard Creek Condominium Association, and Northern State Bank. 

THANK YOU Funders: Duluth Superior Area Community Fund: Apostle Islands Area Community Fund; Four Cedars Fund; 

Biodiversity Fund, NOAA B-WET, NOAA SEA Grant, USFS GLRI, and USFWS National Fish Passage Partnership. 

 

Spotted!  

Sjana Schanning (committee member, past Board 

President, and longtime volunteer and supporter) was 

spotted at the 

Point to La 

Pointe Open 

Water Swim 

registration on 

August 3. State 

Representative 

Beth Meyers 

stopped by the 

SRWA outreach 

booth to talk to 

Sjana about our 

mission and current projects. Our thanks to Rep. 

Meyers for the mention of our work and photo in her 

August 30 newsletter, This week in review with Rep. 

Beth Meyers. 
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Where in the Watershed? 
 

Does this scene look familiar to you? 

If you can identify this place, your name will go into a hat 

and the winner will be drawn from all correct answers. 

The winner will  receive a special prize. Email your answer 

and contact information to info@superiorrivers.org by  

October 15. The winner will be contacted by email or 

phone and announced on our facebook page. 
 

Watch for different locations in future editions of          

Watershed Waves!  
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Get your Watershed Waves via email. 

If you would prefer to get your newsletter in electronic format, please send a message with that request to: info@superiorrivers.org 
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