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The Newsletter of the Superior Rivers Watershed Association
Celebrating 15 Years of Milestones and a Name Change
This marks our fifteenth year as an
organization. In August, we hosted
an event to celebrate this
achievement and honor past and
present volunteers and members.
The event was held at Freehands
Farm in Ashland, where we
welcomed over 130 guests. It was
wonderful to see so many familiar
faces, as well as quite a few new
ones. Past board members and
founding members Dorothy
Lagerroos and Laurence Wiland
(recently appointed board
president) spoke about their
memories from the early days and
founding of the Bad River
Watershed Association. They

described the impetus that led to
the formation of the organization,
which was a lack of recent water
quality data in the Bad River
watershed. Laurence
acknowledged the foresight our
founders had in identifying the
importance of collecting baseline
data, especially in the light of new
proposed mining legislation, and
the issues and proposed
developments in our own local
watersheds that have arisen since
2002.
~continued page 3
Photo: Driftwood timeline, made for our
15th Anniversary Celebration by volunteers
Janette and Terry Christie, commemorating
a number of BRWA’s milestones.

Superior Rivers Completes Marengo River Bluff Restoration Project
By Kevin Brewster, Restoration Manager

E Altamont Rd site, shortly before
restoration work began

East Altamont Road
(Lincoln Township,
Bayfield Co.) passes
close to the Marengo
River on a hillside
that has been slowly
eroding and
collapsing into the
river for years.
Numerous small
landslides kept the
town crew busy
adding fill, rocks, and
making attempts at

seeding the unstable river bank. In spite of these
efforts, cracks kept appearing in the road,
indicating the road was growing increasingly
likely to collapse into the river.
In 2015, a large section of the bank collapsed,
forcing the town to limit use to light vehicle traffic.
This created a major headache for the community
as it prevented school buses and emergency
vehicles from using the route. The site had long
been of concern to Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) fisheries staff because
the river's high quality brook trout habitat was
under constant assault from sediment eroding
from the hillside. The possibility of a total bank
~continued page 4
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summer, they all termed-out from the
board of directors, having each
served two three-year terms. In
2013, it was Sjana, Bobbi and Joan
who conducted my final interview for
Executive Director and
ultimately offered me the position.
During my tenure, Sjana served as
Board President, Bobbi as
Treasurer, and Joan as Chair of the
Program Committee. During their
time on the board of directors, they
tackled a proposed (and failed) openpit iron mine, the transitions of
executive directors, concerns with
factory farming, organizational
strategic planning, expansion of
programming in the region and a
name change. Though they are no
longer on the board, they remain
active on committees.
I would like to thank them for their
incredible leadership and
commitment to the organization.

Please remember us on
#GIVINGTUESDAY, which falls on
November 28th! Be part of the
global giving movement.

Look for future emails and
announcements!

November 28, 2017

Also, a note for Cyber Monday (or any day of the year) - if you make a purchase at Amazon.com,
look us up on AmazonSmile and a portion of the sale will be donated to us!

www.superiorrivers.org
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Celebrating 15 Years continued
Laurence and our outgoing board
president Sjana Schanning spoke
about the expansion of our service
area that was approved by the board
in 2015 to include watersheds from
Red Cliff to the Michigan state line. We
needed a new name to reflect this
broader geographical area, one that
still captures the essence of our
mission as an organization, which is to
promote and protect clean water
resources in Wisconsin’s Lake
Superior basin.
After long discussions with our board,
stakeholders and founding members,
we came up with several possibilities
for a new name and we sent our
members (many of you) a poll to see
what you thought. We can’t understate
how valuable your feedback was. The
name we ultimately chose was not one
from the list, but carefully crafted in
large part from your comments and
responses.
We have officially changed our name
to... Superior Rivers Watershed
Association! We are proud of our new
name, and feel it represents the work
we do, our local communities and
their stewardship of the rivers we all

Board of Directors

treasure, and Lake Superior, where
those rivers ultimately lead.
Our heartfelt thanks to the community
members who donated some very
valuable and special items to our
fundraising raffle and silent auction,
which undeniably helped draw a big
crowd. Thank you also to the following
local businesses who sponsored the
event: Blue Wave Foundation, Blue
Water Realty, Heart Graphics, Fiorio
Wealth Advisors, Farms Not Factories,
Bad River Lodge & Casino, Thrivent
Financial, and Ehlers & Pierce CPAs,
Inc.

Officers
Laurence Wiland
President
Eric Ellason
Vice President
Ana Tochterman
Secretary
Members-at-Large
Bob Rice
Cathy Techtmann

Staff
Tony Janisch
Executive Director
Kevin Brewster
Restoration Manager
Leslie Jagger
Bookkeeper
Toben Lafrancois
Rivers2Lake Educator

BRWA 15th Anniversary Celebration

Finally, thank you to everyone who
helped make the past 15 years so great.
Even if you couldn’t be there at our
anniversary celebration, we were
celebrating you.

We are excited to announce that this year’s winners of the
Karen Danielsen Outstanding Stewardship Award are Dave
and Karen Saarinen, a husband and wife team who have
volunteered for the organization without fail year after year,
eagerly taking on more responsibility and offering warm
guidance to new volunteers.

Mariana BrewsterBrown
Citizen Involvement
Coordinator

Correspondence &
submissions may be
sent to:
Watershed Waves
PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806
715-682-2003
info@superiorrivers.org

Superior Rivers
Watershed
Association

This award was created in loving memory and honor of
Karen Danielsen, a dedicated member, volunteer and
environmental steward. Each year, we choose a volunteer or team of volunteers to
receive the award for demonstrating the same passion and hard work to care for our
local natural resources. We were honored to have Dale Thomas, husband of Karen
Danielsen, introduce the award at our anniversary celebration.
Karen and Dave Saarinen
receive award
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Superior Rivers Completes Marengo Bluff Restoration Project continued
failure always loomed—hundreds of tons of sand
suddenly falling into the river would drastically
affect the river for miles and wipe out fragile
aquatic habitat. With so much at stake, the thennamed Bad River Watershed Association
considered this eroding bank (also known as an
erosional bluff) a high-priority restoration site
when formulating its Marengo River Watershed
Action Plan in 2011. This document was
developed to set long-term goals for restoration
work needs in the Marengo River watershed,
which has suffered significant erosion impacts
since extensive logging took place early in the 20th
Century.
When BRWA's Restoration Manager position was
established 2014, the Altamont Road bluff was
clearly a prime candidate for restoration grant
funding, so proposal writing began. Later that
year, the U.S. Forest Service provided $30,000 for
a channel meander study and preliminary project
design work. BRWA chose the Madison-based
environmental restoration firm Inter-Fluve to
undertake the study. Inter-Fluve had years of
experience stabilizing and restoring river banks
throughout the country, including a project on
nearby Whittlesey Creek, which had successfully
restored an eroding stream bank nearly a decade
earlier. The meander study—using aerial images
dating back as far as the 1930s and modern
satellite imagery—indicated that the river's
migration into the hillside had been going on for a
long time, and that its pace was increasing, with
the largest percentage of movement having taken
place since the 1970s. Without some type of
intervention, an even larger swath of river bank
and much more of the road would eventually be
affected.
Over the next two years, grant awards from the
USFWS Great Lakes Basin Fish Habitat Partnership
program, the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, and the U.S. Forest Service's Resource
Advisory Committee were secured to meet the
$131,000 project cost. Local excavation contractor
www.superiorrivers.org

Dale Johnston, who had previous experience in
local stream bank restoration projects, was chosen
as the project contractor. Three out-of-state
private landowners would be affected by the
project, so their permission to enter their property
for survey work, excavation and construction was
vital. All three landowners quickly and
enthusiastically granted permission for access.
The flood event of July, 2016 took a major toll on
the bluff, forcing the Town of Lincoln to further
limit use of the road. A single large birch tree
remained in the river bank, precariously holding it
together
with its root
system.
Heavy rains
in the spring
of this year
dislodged a
large shelf of
material
from the
Pre-construction meeting with BRWA, WDNR,
upper edge Bayfield County, Town of Lincoln, Inter-Fluve,
and the construction contractor
of the bank,
sending the
lone tree and several road safety signs sliding
down to the river's edge. The road was closed to
traffic. Fortunately, all that remained to be done to
get the project started was to schedule the
contractor and obtain necessary permits from the
WDNR and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. These
were secured without delays, as both agencies
were well aware of the importance of the project.
On September 18 work commenced on the
restoration project. Bank material that had slid
down to the river was carefully placed in the
channel—forcing river flow into a temporary
bypass channel on the far side of the river
floodplain and allowing drier working conditions
during construction of the reinforcing structure.
The nearly 300-foot-long reinforcing structure—
one of the largest projects undertaken by our
organization—consists of a framework of logs
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(provided by
Lincoln Township),
with their root
balls still attached,
laid on a bed of
stabilizing rock
and tied together
with steel cable.
Four tiers of logs
Creating the bypass channel and
are stacked and
"bench" for construction of the
cabled together,
support structure
followed by filling
the space inside the framework with reinforcing
rock. The root balls face into the stream channel,

moderately sloped river bank. The bank is then
seeded and planted with stabilizing trees and
shrubs. Natural revegetation soon takes hold, and
the restored site will look almost completely
natural within the first several years.
The project reached completion during the first
week of October. The material containing the river
in the bypass channel was removed, allowing the
river back to its natural width and bringing flow
up against the now-roughened bank edge created
by the reinforcing structure. Numerous small
pools and eddy zones immediately appeared, and
small fish were soon seen occupying the new quiet
water habitat. Topsoil was applied to the recontoured river bank, the entire disturbed area
was seeded and covered with straw. East
Altamont Road is once again open to traffic.

First support grid nearing completion with two of four tiers of
logs in place and reinforcing rock added. Additional root balls
are installed along the structure's edge

their roughness absorbing excessive flow energy,
slowing the water down and deflecting it away
from the bluff. The quiet water zone created by
the rough edge of the structure also improves inchannel habitat by providing sheltering zones for
juvenile fish and other aquatic life. The channel in
this location was previously nearly devoid of such
habitat features, as high water velocities scoured
the channel bottom and continuously deposited
and rearranged material from upstream along
with sediment that was eroding from the bank
itself. To further enhance the slowing effect of the
root balls, the top course of logs is angled so that
their root balls are in direct line with the incoming
channel flow. Additional root balls are then placed
along the edge of the structure to add further
current-slowing roughness. A layer of filter fabric
is placed over the top of the log framework,
followed by backfilling to restore a more
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Finished support structure with filter fabric and first layer of
topsoil visible at the bottom edge of the bank, and temporary
silt fence. The root balls at the channel edge are creating
quiet pool and eddy zones that are already attracting fish.

This project has been a great example of what an
organization like Superior Rivers Watershed
Association does best: Bringing multiple
stakeholders and funding resources together to do
good things for local rivers and communities.
Superior Rivers wishes to thank the many great
agency, granting, and local government people
who helped bring this project to completion.
All photos by Kevin Brewster.
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New hats, t-shirts and bumper stickers featuring the Superior
Rivers Watershed Association logo are in!
Red Tee $15
Women’s Tee $15
(charcoal)
Blue Tee $15
Hat $15
(charcoal)

Bumper Sticker $2
approx. 7.5” x 4”

T-shirts are Gildan Softstyle. Sizes are
unisex, except the Women’s Tee.

To order/purchase:



Mail a check to:
Superior Rivers
PO Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806
Include item size/quantity and your shipping
address. Add $10 shipping to any order
containing one or more hat or shirt.





Order online at superiorrivers.org/
membership, then email size/quantity
details and shipping address to
info@superiorrivers.org. Add $10
shipping to any order containing one or
more hat or shirt.

Hellgrammite Tee $15
Designed by local
artist Sarah Nevins!

back
image

Visit our office at 101 West Main Street,
Suite 204 in Ashland.

Area Students Monitor Mercury with
Rivers2Lake
The Rivers2Lake program connected
Bayfield
High
School
students to
a national
mercury
monitoring
program
supported
by the
National
Park
Service.
Students will be
sampling dragonfly
larvae to
determine mercury
concentrations in
Photos by
different systems that
Toben LaFrancois
feed the nearshore
waters of Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore. Here, students are sampling
at Bark Bay on a perfect fall morning.
Students are learning about the cultural
and economic harms of mercury
bioaccumulation firsthand while having a
great time outdoors.

Yes! I want to make a difference and become a member/renew my membership.
 $35 individual membership  $50 family membership
Would you like to make an additional gift? Please add  $15  $50  $100  Other _______
Total Donation: _______ (YOUR GIFT IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE).
*We couldn’t survive without member generosity. Some give financially, some give valuable
time, and many give both! To celebrate BOTH kinds of contributions, we also extend membership to any supporter who volunteers for four hours or more per year.

 Please keep my donation anonymous.
 I am unable to contribute financially today. Please add me to the list of volunteers.
HOW TO JOIN: ONLINE: www.superiorrivers.org CALL US at (715) 682-2003
USE THIS FORM AND MAIL TO: Superior Rivers, P.O. Box 875, Ashland, WI 54806
Name _____________________________________________________________

A new way to give...
We now have the ability to
accept donations of stock
and mutual funds. For
more information, please
contact us at
janisch@superiorrivers.org.

Address __________________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________
Email ___________________ Phone ___________  Check payable to Superior Rivers. Charge:  VISA  MasterCard
Card Number ____________________________ Exp. Date ______ CW ____ (3-digit code on back)
 I am also interested in being a volunteer.
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THANK YOU Donors: Alfred & Jacquelyn Anderson, Allie Raven, Andi Repko Reflexology, Allison & Dan Werner, Ana
& Brian Tochterman, Apostle Islands Booksellers, Apostle Islands Cruises, April Stone, Art Techlow III, Ashland Baking
Co., Bad River Lodge & Casino, Bayfield Regional Conservancy, Bemused Photography, Big Top Chautauqua, Big
Water Coffee, Black Cat Coffeehouse, Blue Water Realty, Blue Wave Foundation, Bob & Pat Tammen, Bob & Reba Rice,
Bobbi Rongstad & Tom Podlesny, Bodin's Fisheries, Brickyard Creek Condominium Association, Bruce & Joleen
Prentice, Buckles Ray Family, Captain’s Deli, Carolyn Sneed, Cathy Techtmann, Charlene Herron-Jordan,
Chequamegon Food Co-op, Chequamegon Karate Club, Christina Strom & John Dursi, Christine Lindsey, Clair Morud
& Sheila Mitchell, Claire Barnett, Cold Iron Brewing, Community Roots Children’s Space, Craig & Anne Wickman,
Daulton Wilson Family, Dave Mauger, David & Karen Saarinen, David Henning, Deanna Vinson, Dennis Musil, Deb &
Rick Tieberg, Derek & Kim Ogle, Diane Littel & Norton Thomas, Diane Reupert, Donn & Ann Christensen, Dr. Deborah
Dryer-Akl & Jason Akl, Delta Diner, Dr. Glenn & Dianne Grage, Dragonfly Studio, Eckels Pottery, Ehler’s & Piece
CPAs, Inc., Ellie Williams & Kevin Schram, Eric & Anna Ellason, Eric Sorensen & Linda Zirngibl, Erica Hannickel &
Jason & Miles Terry, Erickson’s Orchard & Country Store, Ethel Plucinski, Farms Not Factories, Fiorio Wealth Advisors,
Friends of the Lincoln Community Forest, Frontier Bar, Gail Amundson, Galilee Lake Association, Gary & Annette Ray,
Gerald & Jane Christie, Gregg Jennings, Goldie, Granite Gear, Greunke’s Restaurant & Sgt. Pepperoni’s Pizza, Happy
Nest Mock Duck LLC, Helgeson Hudson Family, Hermit Creek Farm, Howl, Iron County Land and Water Conservation
Dept., Jacquart Fabric Products, Jane Thimke, Janet Moore, Jeff & Mardy Ehrhardt, Jeff & Vicki Musselman, Jeff & Susan
Dean, Jeff Cate, Jeff Silbert, Jim & Mimi Crandall, Jim & Beth Hagstrom, Jim & Teresa Mead, Jim Jensen & Linda Carroll,
Jo & Mike Bailey, Joan & David Weber, Joan Elias, Joel & Elizabeth Kolling, John & Martha Stoltenberg, John & Zoila
Drost, Johnson Damm Family, Joseph & Christine Piel, Joy & Jim Perry, Julia Waggoner, JW Swan Boatworks, Karen
Theil, Keeper of the Light, Keith & Laura Carlson, Kent & Judy Goeckermann, Kevin & Sjana Schanning, Kevin
Brewster, Kimball Inn, Kristan Ginther, Kristy Jensch, Lake Superior CSA, Landis & Steven Spickerman, Laura Bethany
Thomas, Laurence Wiland Family, Leslie Kolesar & Jeff Soltesz, Lindsay Wood Davis & Amanda Davis, Luke Mullen,
Madelaine & David Rekemeyer, Mark & Kathy Wendling, Mark & Mary Jean Johnson, Mark & Pam Dryer, Marshall
Taylor, Mary Ann Churchill, Matthew Theroux & Barbara Heqet, Melissa Powers, Michael McKenna & Lea Rolfsen,
Mike and Carol Pasteris, Mike Fiorio & Denise Ciebien, Moonlight Creations, Morty’s Pub, Ned & Kathy Zuelsdorff,
Northern Native Plantscapes, Patagonia, Peter Ostlind, Phillip Freeman & Wendy Stein, Rebecca McDowell, Rich &
Joan Schuppel, Richard & Susan Davis, Richard & Valla Allen, Ricky & Valerie Damstra, Roak & Tehri Parker, Robert &
Marcia Traczyk, Robert & Christine Selk, Robert Christie, Robert Schlack, Roxanne’s Gifts, Roy Settgas, Ruth & Herb
Lauritzen, Salmagundi, Sam Filippo, Scharlemann Cochrane Family, Silverwaves Jewelry, Solstice Outdoors, South
Shore Brewery, Sparta High School Earth Club, Stephen Geiger & Jennifer Hewitt, Stephen Schram, Steve Riley,
Stone’s Throw, Superior Body Massage, Superior Charters, Susan Hedman, Tallulah West, Tana Turonie, The Bayfield
Ghost & Heritage Walks, The Candy Shoppe, The Cookery Maven, The Fat Radish, Thrivent Financial, Tim Oksiuta,
Tom Fratt, Tracey Ledder, Tracy & Victoria Hames, Ulf Gafvert & Pat Juett, What Goes Around
THANK YOU 2017 Volunteers: Alexandra Prediger, Allie Raven, Ana Tochterman, Andrew Sauter Sargent, Ann
Bowker, April Stone, Ashley Seufzer, Barbara Murphy, Barb Tellier, Bob Traczyk, Bobbi Rongstad, Bret Deutcher,
Bruce Prentice, Cassie McCrow, Cathy Techtmann, Christina Strom, Colene Lee, Dan Wilczek, Darlene Charboneau,
Dave Olson, David Rekemeyer, David Saarinen, David Saetre, Dawn White, Denise Ciebien, Eric Ellason, Flora Lake,
Gabrielle VanBergen, Greggory Jennings, Gus McKluckin, Jack Solbrig, Jake Brown, Jane Weber, Janette Christy,
Janice Nelson, Jeff Musselman, Jo Bailey, Joan Elias, Joel Austin, John Murphy, Joyce Kiel, Karen Saarinen, Karin Kozie,
Kathryn Grafsgaard, Kathy Wendling, Kevin Schanning, Kevin Seefeldt, Kimberly Sturm, Laurence Wiland, Madelaine
Rekemeyer, Marba Pogue, Mark Dryer, Mark Eggleson, Mark Lake, Mark Wendling, Mary Gruhl, Matt Hudson,
Maureen Matusewic, Melissa Helman, Michele Wheeler, Michelle Carlile, Mike Fetter, Mike Fiorio, Mike Mlynarek,
Monie Shackelford, Nancy Larson, Naomi Tillison, Nicole Strong, Pam Dryer, Pam Roberts, Paul Tikusis, Rachel
Coughtry, Ricardo Bowker, Rich Pogue, Richard Charboneau, Rick Emanuel, Roger Aiken, Roland Wolff , Rolland Kiel,
Ron Kwasny, Ron Nemec, Roy Settgas, Sam Atkins, Shari Eggleson, Sharon Anthony, Sjana Schanning, Steve
Sandstrom, Sue Korleski, Susan Smith, Terry Christy, Tom Erickson, Tom Podlesny, Tony Wallner, Valerie OlinikDamstra, Willa Sauter Sargent, Xander Waters, and Zach Wilson.
THANK YOU Funders: U.S. Forest Service GLRI, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Fish Passage Program, U.S. Forest Service
RAC, James E. Dutton Foundation, Chequamegon Bay Area Community Fund, Duluth Superior Area Community
Foundation Biodiversity Fund, and Wisconsin DNR Citizen Based Monitoring Partnership Program.
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Superior Rivers Watershed Waves Volume 17, Edition 2
Get your Watershed Waves via email.
If you would prefer to get your newsletter in electronic format, please send a message with that request to: info@superiorriversorg

all the news from
your watershed...

Where in the Watershed?
Does this scene look familiar to you?
If you can identify this place, your name will go into a hat and
the winner will be drawn from all correct answers. The winner
will receive a special prize. Email your answer and contact
information to info@superiorrivers.org by November 30.
The winner will be contacted by email or phone and announced
on our facebook page.
Watch for different locations in future editions of Watershed
Waves!

Connecting People, Land and Water

